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1. Doctrine is a body of principles or instructions presented as beliefs
to govern one's thoughts and actions. It is an authoriative
principle, belief, or statement of ideas or opinion considered to be
absolutely true.

2. A true Bible doctrine is a belief based upon biblical principles, or
scripture in context.

3. Not all religious or denominational doctrines are Bible doctrines.
Bible doctrines are always current, and they never change. They
are also applicable throughout the world.

4. We must learn the difference between Bible doctrines and doctrines
of men. Many traditional teachings are actually enemies of true
Bible doctrine.

5. We must give our undivided attention to God’s Word and His Spirit,
and we must never assume the opinions of men to be Bible doctrine.

6. The principles of the doctrine of Christ must never be violated; we
must constantly adhere to them.

7. As individuals, we must pattern our lives after Jesus; He is the only
sure and infallible example that we can follow.

8. Too often, we attempt to interpret the Scriptures in light of our
customs and prejudices; consequently, erroneous doctrines arise.

9. Jesus is the Head of the Church; therefore, the Church must follow
His example and conform to His doctrines.

10. We have been blessed by many great men of God, but we must not
take the doctrines of these men and make them our Christian
standard.

11. We must always compare the teaching and beliefs of men to the
Scriptures. (Acts 17:11)

12. Our foundation for Bible doctrines must always be Jesus Christ,
not Luther, nor Wesley, nor Moody, nor any other great man of
God.
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13. The Church of Jesus Christ has faltered and moved off course
because it followed the doctrines of men rather than the doctrines
of Christ. We must not camp down with men; we must go on with
God.

14. If Jesus is indeed the Head of the Church, we should allow Him
to establish His government and doctrines in our midst.

15. Thank God for men who have provided tremendous revelation to
the Body of Christ, but we must remember that these men were not
the source of the revelation; they were the vehicle God chose to
present the revelation.

16. These Bible doctrines are the foundation of the gospel; they are not
the consummation of the gospel.

17. The writer of Hebrews admonishes us to leave (not abandon) the
basics and go on to maturity. This we must do. Foundational
teaching is “the milk of the Word.”

18. The Greek word for “foundation” is themelios. It means something
put down; a substruction.

19. We should not stop with the completion of the foundation. Once the
foundation is laid, it is time to build the house.

20. The modern-day Pentecostal church has thrived on the foundational
teachings without getting into the meat of the Word.

21. The foundation must be sound, since it holds up the building.

22. The foundation comes before the house; however, after the
foundation is laid, the house should be built.

23. Jesus Christ is the only sure and stable foundation; therefore,
Jesus must be the center of attention in every believer’s life. All
Bible doctrines are rooted in and spring forth from Jesus!

24. These Bible doctrines, which we are studying, are the foundation
of the gospel; they are not the consummation of the gospel.

ii



1

DOCTRINE OF CHRIST

REPENTANCE FROM DEAD WORKS

SCRIPTURE READING

Hebrews 5:12 - 6:2

By this time, you should be teachers, but you are in need of someone
teaching you again the fundamental principles of the commands of God.
You are still in need of milk; you are not ready for solid food.  For anyone
who uses milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness; he is a baby.
Solid food belongs to those who are mature, even those who by reason
of use have their perception exercised to discern both good and evil.
Therefore depart from the principles of the doctrine of Christ; go on to
maturity. Do  not lay again the foundation of repentance from dead
works, faith toward God,  the doctrine of baptisms, the laying on of
hands, resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.

I Peter 2:2

As newborn babies, desire the sincere milk of the Word so that by it, you
may develop in regard to salvation.

THEME

It is imperative that we have a clear understanding of repentance from
dead works. Repentance from dead works does not refer to repentance
from sin; it speaks of faith’s corresponding action. Just as faith without
works is dead, works without faith are dead also. Our works must be
stimulated by faith. We must remember that neither works nor faith will
stand alone.

                                        I. INTRODUCTION

A. Repentance from dead works must not be confused with
repentance from sin.

B. Many Christians do many good works which have no
eternal value.

C. We must get out of the mold of religious duties and enter
the reality of Jesus in action.
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D. Our purpose in earth is not merely to go about doing good
things; our purpose is to carry on the ministry of Jesus
Christ.

E. Jesus did not go through the motions of religion; He was
busy doing His Father’s “business.” (Luke 2:49)

F. We must also be about the Father’s business, doing works
that glorify God rather than bringing attention to ourselves
or others.

      II. WHAT IS REPENTANCE

A. The Greek word for “repentance” is metanoia. It means
compunction, which is remorse of conscience; by
implication, it is a reversal of a decision.

1. When the Scriptures say God repented, that means He
turned from what He was about to do; it does not mean
He made a mistake.

2. In this passage of scripture, the primary meaning of
repentance is reversal.

3. Repentance from dead works is a reversal of decision;
we must turn away from unfruitful works and walk
by faith.

B. In this passage of scripture, repentance is more than being
sorry for a wrong done; repentance demands an action.

C. Repentance requires one to turn and go in a new direction.

D. One can be sorry and not be repentant.

             III. HOW DOES ONE REPENT

A. One repents by an act of the will.

B. Committing to a new life and leaving the old one demon-
strates repentance. (Luke 18:9-14)

1. The publican was justified because he repented.

2. The Pharisee was not justified because he was operating
in the area of dead works.



3

C. True repentance requires one to cease to live as he formerly
did.

1. In Matthew 3:7-8, John the Baptist required proof of
repentance.

2. John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance.

3. John called for a change of life.

D. One who repents must deliberately and willfully change
direction.

         IV. WE MUST REPENT FROM DEAD WORKS

A. What are dead works? (Romans 4:1-16)

1. The Greek word for “dead” is nekros; it means dead or
lifeless.

2. The Greek word for “works” is ergon; it means toil;
effort; an act.

3. Faith without works is dead; works without faith are
dead also. (James 2:26)

B. It is obvious from the Scriptures that everything we receive
from God in this life must be received by faith; therefore,
we cannot earn anything from the Lord. We receive as a
result of grace, which is the unmerited favor of God.
(Galatians 3:1-7)

C. Neither faith nor works will stand alone; both are
necessary. Faith without works (action) is dead, but faith
is made perfect (completed or consummated) with works.
(James 2:14-26)

1. Faith stimulates works (corresponding action).
“...I will show thee my faith by my works.” (James
2:18)

2. Abraham believed, and then he acted upon those
beliefs. His works were a result of his faith.
(Hebrews 11:17-19)
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3. Rahab believed, and then she acted upon those
beliefs, thus demonstrating her faith. (Hebrews
11:30-31)

4. We must act upon what we believe. (Our works
must correspond to our beliefs.)

D. Works cannot be substituted for faith.

1. Too often we use works to satisfy our consciences, not
realizing that it is faith, not works, that pleases God.

2. Works should issue forth from faith, but works can
never take the place of faith.

3. Good things are not always right things; consequently,
we must realize that good is not an acceptable
substitution for right.

E. It is imperative that we know the difference between dead
works and corresponding action. (Matthew 5:16; Matthew
23:5-15; John 5:36; John 6:28-29; John 9:4; John 10:37-
38; John 14:10-12; Romans 3:27-28; Galatians 2:16;
Galatians 3:5; Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 2:14; Titus 3:4-5;
Hebrews 4:10; James 2:14-26)

1. There is a distinct contrast between dead works and
corresponding action.

2. Dead works are works without faith.

3. Dead works are deeds done without divine guidance or
influence.

4. Corresponding action is an action that corresponds to
a belief.

5. Faith must be demonstrated by corresponding action.

6. Our works or deeds must be stimulated by faith.

7. Faith comes by hearing; corresponding action comes
when that which has been heard is put into action.

8. God does not want us to follow our own desires; He
wants us to hear and obey when He speaks.
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                                   V. SUMMARY

A. What is repentance?  Repentance is reversal or a change
of direction.

B. How does one repent?  Repentance is an act of one’s will.

C. Of what does one repent? Dead works.

D. What are dead works? Dead works are works which are
not stimulated by faith.

E. We must not occupy ourselves with works that do not
produce for the kingdom of God.

         VI. CONCLUSION

A. The just shall live by faith.

B. Faith must be accompanied by corresponding action.

C. Works are only profitable when they are stimulated by
faith.

D. Just as we repented of sin and changed our direction, we
must also repent of the unfruitful way of life that comes
as a result of works for the sake of works.

E. One who does good works may not always do right, but one
who does right will always do good works.
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DOCTRINE OF CHRIST

FAITH TOWARD GOD

SCRIPTURE READING

Hebrews 6:1-2

Therefore depart from the principles of the doctrine of Christ; go on to
maturity. Do  not lay again the foundation of repentance from dead
works, faith toward God,  the doctrine of baptisms, the laying on of
hands, resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.

I Peter 2:2

As newborn babies, desire the sincere milk of the Word so that by it, you
may develop in regard to salvation.

THEME

Victory comes as a result of exercising faith in God. We must be certain
that our faith is directed toward God. Faith is the heartbeat of the
believer's life.

                                        I. INTRODUCTION

A. The believer should believe in God. (Mark 11:22)

1. Faith comes by hearing; therefore, it is vital that the
believer keep a keen ear toward God. (Romans 10:17)

2. Faith is fruit produced by the spirit. For this reason,
it is most important for believers to walk in the spirit.
(Galatians 5:22-23)

B. We cannot be saved without faith. (Ephesians 2:8)

C. We are justified by faith. (Romans 5:1)

D. We are made righteous by faith. (Romans 9:30-32)

E. We live by faith. (Romans 1:17)
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F. We walk by faith. (II Corinthians 5:7)

G. It is impossible to please God without faith. (Hebrews 11:6)

H. What is not of faith is sin. (Romans 14:23)

 I. Faith is credited to us as righteousness. (Romans 4:5)

J. We must believe that God is and that He rewards those who
diligently seek Him. (Hebrews 11:6)

K. We must realize that God is omnipresent, omniscient, and
omnipotent.

L. We must also realize that God is impartial. (Romans 2:11)

              II. FAITH IS THE BASIS FOR SALVATION

A. The faith that gets one saved is the same faith that gets
one healed.  Every man has the measure of faith necessary
for his life. (Romans 12:3)

B. Romans 10:9-10 gives insight into the operation of faith.

1. We must believe in the heart, not in the head.

2. The mouth speaks that which the heart believes. (II Co-
rinthians 4:13)

3. Both belief and confession are principles of the faith
walk.

4. If we have enough faith to get saved, we have enough
faith to get anything else we need. (Believing what God
speaks produces enough faith.)

C. Jesus is the author of the believer’s faith. (Hebrews 12:2)

1. The word “author” means originator.

2. Faith comes by hearing the word of God—the origin.

3. The word “finisher” means perfecter.

4. He watches over His word and confirms it with signs
following—the finisher.
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5. Jesus walked in faith, thereby giving us an excellent
example to follow; He acted on what He heard.

6. Jesus is the foundation of the Christian Faith. The only
access to the Father is through faith in Jesus Christ,
the Son of God. (John 14:6)

7. Faith in God begins with the gospel of Jesus.

             III. THE FOUNDATION OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

A. Every believer has a measure of faith. (Romans 12:3)

1. The measure of faith given unto us should and must
be developed. We must become strong in what we
believe.

2. The significance of faith is not the amount given, but
how it is developed. (Matthew 17:20)

3. Fellowship with the Lord causes our faith to become
strong. (Jude 20)

B. We must walk by faith. (II Corinthians 5:7)

C. We must live by faith, with an awareness that living by
faith is a step-by-step process. (Galatians 3:11)

D. God’s promises are received through faith. (Hebrew 6:12)

E. Whatsoever is born of God overcomes the world. (I John
5:4-5)

1. The new birth grants unto us the victory that overcomes
the world.

2. Faith alone is not our victory; faith in “Jesus the
Overcomer” is our victory.

         IV. WE MUST FIGHT TO KEEP FAITH (I Timothy 6:12)

A. The fight of faith takes place in the soul of man, which
consists of the mind, the will, and the emotions. (II Cor-
inthians 10:3-5)
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B. We should not believe in circumstances; we must believe
in God’s Word.

1. This statement does not mean that we are to deny that
circumstances exist.

2. We must not allow the circumstances to affect our faith
in God.

3. Faith in God's Word will change circumstances.

C. We must fight our reasoning with God’s Word.

D. The only good fight of faith is the fight we win.

E. God’s Word teaches that some will depart from the faith.
(I Timothy 4:1)

1. What is “the faith?”  “The faith” is the gospel of Jesus.

2. We can easily depart from the faith if we are not
studying and practicing the Word of God.

3. Fear of persecution will cause some to depart from the
faith.

                       V. WHERE IS YOUR FAITH (Luke 8:25)

A. Is your faith directed toward objects or circumstances?

B. Is your faith directed toward the five senses?

C. Is your faith directed toward other people?

D. Is your faith directed toward God?

              VI. SUMMARY

A. Faith comes by hearing God speak.

B. Salvation is obtained by faith.

C. Faith is the foundation of the believer’s life.

D. We must fight the good fight of faith.
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E. Faith is accompanied by the blessings of God.

F. Our faith must be directed toward God.

             VII. CONCLUSION

A. Victory comes as a result of exercising faith in God.

B. Only believers can overcome; doubters will fall.

C. Faith is not a spiritual magnet we can use to point toward
fleshly desires so as to attract them; our faith must always
be directed toward God.

D. We, the just, must live by faith! (Habakkuk 2:4)

E. Our faith must be in God, not works.

F. Our faith must be directed toward God, not things.

G. Faith toward God focuses on God, not self.

H. We must always look to God Who is the beginning and
consummation of our faith.
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DOCTRINE OF CHRIST
DOCTRINE OF BAPTISMS

SCRIPTURE READING

Matthew 28:19

Therefore, go to all nations and make disciples, baptizing them into the
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Luke 3:16

John responded, saying, “I indeed baptize you with water, but One Who
is more powerful than I am is coming, Whose sandal straps I am not
worthy to unloosen; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”

Acts 19:4

Then Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance. He told
the people that they should believe on the One Who would come after
him, that is, on Jesus, the Christ.”

Hebrews 6:1-2

Therefore depart from the principles of the doctrine of Christ; go on to
maturity. Do  not lay again the foundation of repentance from dead
works, faith toward God, the doctrine of baptisms, the laying on of
hands, resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.

I Peter 2:2

As newborn babies, desire the sincere milk of the Word so that by it, you
may develop in regard to salvation.

THEME

The Bible reveals six foundational baptisms which we need to experience:
baptism of repentance; baptism into the Father; baptism into Christ;
baptism in the Holy Spirit; baptism in water; and the baptism of fire.

                                        I. INTRODUCTION

A. The doctrine of “baptisms” is Bible doctrine that originated
with God, not man.
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B. Contrary to what some believe, the foundational teaching
of “baptisms” is milk of the Word rather than meat.

C. The teaching of “baptisms” is not a denominational
doctrine; it is the doctrine of Jesus.

D. Jesus, John the Baptist, and the apostles are excellent
examples of adherers to the Bible doctrine of baptisms.

E. There are basically six different types of baptisms revealed
in the Bible: baptism of repentance; baptism into the
Father; baptism into Christ; baptism in the Holy Spirit;
baptism in water; and the baptism of fire.

F. We must not allow denominational teaching to divert us
from the spiritual maturity for which we are to strive.
These six baptisms are vital to spiritual growth, but they
are not the ultimate goal that we are to obtain. Once we
have experienced these baptisms, we must go on to
perfection, which is spiritual maturity.

              II. JOHN’S BAPTISM REPRESENTS REPENTANCE

A. John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. (Matthew
3:11; Mark 1:4)

B. John’s baptism did not recreate the spirit-being inside
those who were baptized; consequently, the sin nature was
not dealt with, but only the sin acts.

1. Those baptized by John were not born again.

2. Jesus was the first person to be born again. (I Cor-
inthians 15:20; Revelation 1:5)

3. The baptism of John demanded a change of lifestyle.
Repentance is a change of desire; desire to live for God
precedes the new birth. (Matthew 3:1-10)

C. John’s baptism dealt with the outward acts of man, but it
also prepared hearts to receive Jesus.

D. It is imperative that we identify with John's baptism from
the perspective of repentance.

1. Repentance precedes the “new birth.” (Acts 2:38)
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2. One cannot accept and begin a new lifestyle until he
repents and turns from his old lifestyle.

3. Repentance is internal; it begins in the heart—the
desire to be and do right.

             III. CHRIST’S BAPTISM REPRESENTS REDEMPTION

A. We are made one with Christ in baptism. (I Corinthians
12:13; Galatians 3:27)

1. Baptism into Christ involves more than immersion in
water.

2. We must put on Christ by being immersed into Jesus,
thereby identifying with Him. (Romans 13:14; Gala-
tians 3:27)

3. According to the Word of God, the Israelites who fol-
lowed Moses’ leadership were baptized into Moses.
Those who follow the leadership of Jesus are baptized
into Christ. (I Corinthians 10:1-2)

B. We are made one with Christ in His death, in His burial,
and in His resurrection. (Romans 6: 3-14)

1. We must “die” in order to be born again.

2. In baptism we identify with the crucifixion, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. (Romans 6:3-6)

3. Our sin-nature identifies with death so that we no
longer serve the body of sin. (Romans 6:6)

4. One who is dead is free from sin.  Sin no longer has
dominion over him.

C. To be baptized into Christ is to believe that Jesus Christ is
the Son of God and to receive Him as Lord.

D. Remission of sin can only be realized through the blood of
Jesus; consequently, being baptized into Christ grants unto
us the remission of sin.

E. We must immerse people into the meaning of salvation and
redemption and all that they include.
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F. It is imperative that we know the role that Jesus fulfills
in the life of a believer.

1. Jesus is our Savior. (Acts 2:21; Acts 4:12)

2. He is our Redeemer. (I Corinthians 5:7: II Corinthians
5:21)

3. He is our Healer. (Isaiah 53:4-5; Matthew 8:17; I Peter
2:24)

4. He is our Baptizer in the Holy Spirit and fire. (Matthew
3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16)

5. He is our life. (John 1:4)

6. He is our illumination. (John 1:4)

7. He is our Advocate. (I John 2:1)

8. He is the High Priest of our confession. (Hebrews 3:1;
Hebrews 6:20)

9. He is the Apostle of our profession. (Hebrews 3:1)

10. He is our Shepherd. (John 10:11; Hebrews 13:20)

     IV. BAPTISM INTO THE FATHER REPRESENTS IN-
HERITANCE

A. In the four gospels, Jesus reveals God as Father to those
who believe and receive Jesus.

B. The Father Whom Jesus revealed is not One Who anxiously
waits for the opportunity to punish us. He presented a
loving, caring, protecting, providing  Father.

C. The eyes of the Lord are searching the earth to find those
who are trusting in Him so He can show Himself strong in
their behalf. (II Chronicles 16:9)

D. The thoughts our heavenly Father has toward us are peace-
ful thoughts, not evil thoughts. He wants us to reach the
future and hope that He has for us. (Jeremiah 29:11)
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E. Our inheritance from the Father comes through Jesus;
consequently, one cannot become a son of God without
accepting Jesus as his personal Savior. (John 1:12)

F. Inheritance includes more than benefits; responsibility
comes with our inheritance.

G. Those who are truly baptized into the Father will be about
the Father's business.

H. Those who are baptized into the Father will have the
attitude of Jesus, “Not My will, but Yours be done.” (Luke
22:42)

1. Jesus was the expression of the Father in earth—in
word and deed.

2. Jesus remained immersed in the Father, which is
revealed through His constant submission to Him.

 I. We have a mandate from Jesus to make disciples of all
nations by baptizing them into the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. (Matthew 28:19)

J. It is vital that we recognize Father as one of the
manifestations of God.

1. It is imperative that we know the role of the Father.

2. The Father's role is to provide, protect, and discipline.

3. The Father is the Head of the family; He is the decision
maker.

4. The Father is the authority of the family; He has the
power to make and enforce laws.

K. Baptism into the Father results in a healthy Father-son
relationship where the Father looks out for the best interest
of the son and the son looks out for the best interest of the
Father.

L. Baptism into the Father removes the frightful fear of the
Father and replaces it with an awesome respect for the
Father.
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           M. One who is baptized into the Father has a basic concept of
the heart of the Father, which is a heart of compassion.

              V. WATER BAPTISM REPRESENTS AN INWARD WORK

A. Jesus is our example and our forerunner in water baptism;
therefore, water baptism is necessary because it is a
doctrine of Christ. (Matthew 3:13-15; Hebrews 6:1-2)

B. Water baptism is an outward witness of an inward work.
(I Peter 3:21)

C. Not only is immersion important, it is also mandatory.

1. Baptism by immersion signifies death, burial, and
resurrection.

2. Water baptism is a sign to the world that the old man
within is dead and a new man has risen to take his
place. (Galatians 2:20)

3. Water baptism signifies the death of the Adamic
nature and the beginning of a new life with God’s
nature. (Colossians 1:13; II Peter 1:4)

4. Water baptism is symbolic of an inward cleansing
that will produce an outward witness.

5. Not everyone is physically able to be baptized;
consequently, there are exceptions.

                                   V. BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT REPRESENTS POWER
AND ABILITY

A. Being baptized into Jesus is not the same as being baptized
in the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38; Acts 8:14-17; Acts 19:1-7)

1. Jesus is the Baptizer, not the baptism.

2. One can believe in the Baptizer without receiving the
baptism.

3. One must receive the Baptizer before he/she can
receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit.



17

4. The Holy Spirit is that into which one is immersed;
Jesus is the One Who immerses.

B. To be baptized with the Holy Spirit is to be overwhelmed
by the Holy Spirit of God or immersed into God’s Spirit.

C. To be filled with the Holy Spirit is to be filled with the very
Spirit of God.

1. Baptism in the Holy Spirit and being filled with the
Holy Spirit are not synonymous. (Matthew 28:19;
Acts 2:4; Acts 4:31; Acts 8:15-17)

2. One who is baptized in the Holy Spirit is immersed in
the Holy Spirit, just as he is immersed into the Father
and Jesus.

3. One who is filled with the Holy Spirit is submissive to
the leading of the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18)

4. Baptism in the Holy Spirit refers to recognition and
acceptance; being filled with the Holy Spirit refers to
yielding, receiving, and empowering.

D. The Holy Spirit gives us the ability to produce the “fruit of
the spirit” mentioned in Galatians 5:22-23.

E. The Holy Spirit also gives us the power to be the witnesses
God has ordained us to be. (Acts 1:8)

F. It is imperative that we understand the role of the Holy
Spirit in the life of a believer.

1. The Holy Spirit is our Teacher. (John 14:26; I John
2:27)

2. The Holy Spirit brings things to our remembrance.
(John 14:26)

3. He is a witness of Jesus. (John 15:26)

4. He guides us into truth. (John 16:13)

5. He glorifies Jesus. (John 16:13-14)

6. He reveals to us what He receives from Jesus. (John
16:14)



18

7. He assists us in prayer. (Romans 8:26)

8. He gives us the power to be witnesses. (Act 1:8)

9. He is the spirit or life of truth. (John 16:13)

10. He lives in us. (John 14:16-17)

11. The Holy Spirit is a gift. (Luke 11:13; Acts 2:38; Acts
10:45)

12. We are anointed (set apart) by the Holy Spirit. (Acts
10:38)

13. The Holy Spirit enables us to operate in the gifts of the
Spirit. (I Corinthians 12:7-11)

14. The Holy Spirit enables us to produce the fruit of the
Spirit. (Galatians 5:22-23)

         VI. THE BAPTISM OF FIRE REPRESENTS PURGING OR
CLEANSING

A. Fire purifies, but it also consumes. It consumes that which
is of no value to us or God.

B. The baptism of fire will purge us and cleanse us. (Matthew
3:11-12; Luke 3:16-17)

C. The baptism of fire is not always pleasant, but it is
certainly needful. (Mark 9:49)

1. Fire removes the impurities.

2. Fire seasons us.

3. When the impurities are removed, we are properly
seasoned, then we are appealing and beneficial for the
kingdom of God.

D. The baptism of fire separates the pure from the impure: one
is cleansed; the other is consumed.

E. The baptism of fire is closely related to the judgment that
begins at the house of God. (I Peter 4:17; Malachi 3:1-3)
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F. The baptism of fire comes through circumstances and
trials. (Hebrews 12:26-29; James 1:2-4; I Peter 1:7;
I Peter 4:12)

G. The works of every believer will be tested with fire. Those
done through right motives will be rewarded. (I Corinthians
3:12-15)

H. Many relate the baptism of fire to the power of the Holy
Spirit, but John declared that Jesus would baptize us with
the Holy Spirit and with fire, not Holy Spirit fire. (Matthew
3:12; Luke 3:16)

        VII. SUMMARY

A. John baptized with water unto repentance; we, too, must
be immersed into repentance from the old lifestyle.

B. Baptism into Christ identifies us with redemption through
Jesus.

C. Baptism into the Father identifies us with the family
inheritance received through Jesus.

D. Water baptism testifies to that which has taken place in
the heart of an individual.

E. Baptism in the Holy Spirit equips us with the power and
ability to become Christ-like, which is God’s desire for our
lives.

F. Baptism in fire purges and purifies us.

      VIII. CONCLUSION

A. There are six foundational baptisms: baptism of repentance;
baptism into Christ; baptism into the Father; baptism in
the Holy Spirit; baptism in water; and the baptism of fire.

B. The doctrinal foundation must be sound and without error;
therefore, we must understand these six baptisms.

C. We must experience each of these baptisms in order to live
the life Christ wants us to live.
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DOCTRINE OF CHRIST

LAYING ON OF HANDS

SCRIPTURE READING

Hebrews 6:1-2

Therefore depart from the principles of the doctrine of Christ; go on to
maturity. Do  not lay again the foundation of repentance from dead
works, faith toward God,  the doctrine of baptisms, the laying on of
hands, resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.

I Peter 2:2

As newborn babies, desire the sincere milk of the Word so that by it, you
may develop in regard to salvation.

THEME

The laying on of hands activates the spiritual law of contact and
transmission;  however, power and faith must be present in order to get
results.

                                        I. INTRODUCTION

A. Laying on of hands is one of the foundational doctrines in
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

B. The laying on of hands can serve as a point of contact.

1. Power and faith should meet when hands are laid on
a person.

2. Faith transmits power from one individual into the
other; consequently, one can receive what the other
has to offer through the laying on of hands.

C. Laying on of hands is the doctrine of Jesus; therefore,
Jesus must serve as our example.

D. We will learn in this study that various things can take
place as a result of laying on of hands.
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       II. HEALING CAN COME THROUGH THE LAYING ON OF
HANDS

A. Healing is not the only reason for the laying on of hands,
but it is a very important reason.

B. Jesus laid hands on the sick and they were healed. (Mat-
thew 8:1-4, 14-15; Matthew 9:18, 29)

1. We should imitate Jesus by laying hands on people and
getting them healed.

2. The sick should believe, not just hope, when hands are
laid on them.

C. When sick people touched Jesus, they were healed.
(Matthew 14:35-36; Luke 8:43-44)

D. Believers should be sensitive to the Spirit and lay hands
on the sick so they can recover. (Mark 16:18)

E. Healing comes by laying on of hands, but laying on of
hands is not the only way people get healed. (Matthew 8:5-
13; John 4:46-53; Acts 5:14-15)

F. Anointing with oil is closely related to the laying on of
hands. (Mark 6:13; James 5:14-15)

1. The apostles of Jesus  anointed with oil many who were
sick, and they were healed.

2. The sick call for the elders; the elders do not call for
the sick.

3. The elders must pray the prayer of faith.

a. The elders must pray according to the Word of God.

b. The elders must believe when they pray.

4. The elders are to anoint with oil in the name of Jesus.

5. The prayer of faith will deliver the sick one from his
sickness.

6. The Lord will raise up the sick one and forgive his sins.
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III. BLESSING CAN BE INVOKED THROUGH THE LAYING ON
OF HANDS

A. Matthew 19:13-15 records that Jesus laid His hands upon
children who were brought to Him.

B. According to Mark 10:13-16, Jesus put His hands on
children and blessed them.

C. Luke 18:16 states that the people brought infants to Jesus
to be touched by Him.

     IV. THE HOLY SPIRIT CAN BE IMPARTED THROUGH THE
LAYING ON OF HANDS

A. The Apostles laid hands on believers, and they received the
Holy Spirit. (Acts 8:14-17; 19:1-6)

1. It is scriptural to lay hands on people who desire to
be baptized in the Holy Spirit.

2. The person upon whom hands are laid must want the
Holy Spirit, and he must also believe in the reality of
the Holy Spirit.

3. Laying on of hands is not the only way to receive the
Holy Spirit.

B. Healing and the Holy Spirit can be received simultaneously.
(Acts 9:17)

1. God told Ananias to lay his hands on Paul.

2. In his vision, Paul saw Ananias laying hands on him.

3. Paul received his sight and was baptized in the Holy
Spirit when Ananias laid hands on him.

             V. LAYING ON OF HANDS CAN SET ONE APART FOR MIN-
ISTRY

A. Moses laid hands on Joshua, who later took Moses’ place
as the leader of Israel. (Numbers 27:18-23; Deuteronomy
34:9)
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B. Deacons were separated for their ministry by the laying
on of hands. (Acts 6:3-6)

C. Men were separated for the ministry by the laying on of
hands. (Acts 13:3)

              VI. GIFTS CAN BE GIVEN THROUGH THE LAYING ON OF
HANDS

A. Joshua was full of the spirit of wisdom because Moses had
laid his hands upon him. (Deuteronomy 34:9)

B. Timothy received “the gift” when the presbytery laid their
hands on him. (I Timothy 4:14)

C. Paul reminded Timothy of the gift given unto him when he
(Paul) laid his hands on him. (II Timothy 1:6)

                 VII. THE LAYING ON OF HANDS SHOULD NOT BE DONE
HASTILY

A. Be slow and sure when practicing the laying on of hands.
It is imperative to be led by the Spirit when laying hands
upon an individual. (I Timothy 5:22)

B. Those separated for the ministry must first be proven. God
calls an individual, then He trains and equips that person
before He commissions His disciple for the ministry.
(I Timothy 3:10)

    VIII. SUMMARY

A. Laying on of hands is scriptural.

B. The practice of laying on of hands is for today.

C. Many manifestations will take place when hands are laid
on people in a scriptural manner.

1. The sick will be healed.

2. The blind will see.

3. The dumb will speak.

4. The deaf will hear.
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5. The lame will walk.

6. The dead will be raised.

7. Lepers will be healed.

8. People will be blessed.

9. Gifts will be imparted.

                10. The Holy Spirit will be received.

                11. People will be separated for the ministry of the gospel.

D. The power of God can be transmitted by the laying on of
hands only if the power of God is operative in the person
ministering through the laying on of hands.

E. In order for the power of God to be transferred, the
potential recipient of the power must exercise faith.

   IX. CONCLUSION

A. Laying on of hands should still be practiced today.

B. We must learn to submit our hands to God so that He can
touch people through us.

C. We must constantly be aware of the fact that laying on of
hands is foundational teaching that must be administered
through the leading of the Holy Spirit.
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DOCTRINE OF CHRIST
RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD

SCRIPTURE READING

Hebrews 6:1-2

Therefore depart from the principles of the doctrine of Christ; go on to
maturity. Do  not lay again the foundation of repentance from dead
works, faith toward God,  the doctrine of baptisms, the laying on of
hands, resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.

I Peter 2:2

As newborn babies, desire the sincere milk of the Word so that by it, you
may develop in regard to salvation.

THEME

The resurrection of the dead is a foundational doctrine. Everyone will
be raised from the dead. The believers will be raised to eternal life, and
the unbelievers will be raised for eternal judgment.

                                        I. INTRODUCTION

A. Jesus died, but afterward He was resurrected. He is the
forerunner for every believer; therefore, we can also look
forward to a resurrection. (Matthew 27:50-53; I Corinthians
15:3-4 & 12-26)

1. Jesus’ death and resurrection were necessary in order
to obtain redemption for the human race. (Galatians
3:13-14; Hebrews 9:11-12)

2. The seed (Jesus) died and brought forth fruit (believers).
(John 12:23-24; Matthew 27:50-53)

B. Jesus made our resurrection possible. (John 11:24-26)

1. After the physical death of old-covenant people, their
spirits were held captive in a place referred to as
“Abraham’s bosom,” or “Paradise.” (Luke 16:22; Luke
23:43)
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2. Jesus loosed the saints who were held captive by Satan
when He arose from the dead. (Matthew 27:52-53;
Ephesians 4:8)

3. Jesus abolished the separation of the upright from
God. (II Corinthins 5:8)

4. Jesus conquered death and hell, and He now has the
keys of death and hell. (Revelation 1:18)

5. Jesus was the first one to be born again. His spiritual
death and physical death led to His spiritual and
physical resurrection. (Acts 2:22-36; Acts 13:26-39;
Colossians 1:12-18; Romans 8:29; Revelation 1:5)

6. At His own death, Jesus stripped Satan of his domin-
ion by overcoming death. (Hebrews 2:14)

7. Jesus came forth from the dead and led “captivity
captive,” thereby setting the captives free. (Ephesians
4:8)

              II. THE RESURRECTION OF THE BELIEVERS

A. The dead in Christ shall be raised first and those who are
alive will be changed. This occurrence is commonly re-
ferred to as the “rapture.” (I Corinthians 15:51-56; I Thes-
salonians 4:13-18)

1. The word rapture is not used in the King James Version
of the Bible.

2. Rapture can be defined as a feeling of intense pleasure
or joy.

3. For the believers, it is a time of joy and pleasure be-
cause we will have received glorified bodies.

4. In I Corinthians 15:51, Paul reveals that all believers
will not die, but they will become different. The mortal
will become immortal, and the corruptible will become
incorruptible, which produces a glorified body.

5. The phrase “shall be caught up” was translated from
the Greek word harpazo (har-pad'-zo), which means
“to sieze.” (I Thessalonians 4:17)
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6. The Greek word harpazo was translated as “take it by
force,” “catcheth away,” “catcheth,” “shall pluck,” “to
pluck,” “caught away,” “caught up,” and “pulling.”

7. After baptizing the Ethiopian eunuch, Phillip was
caught away (harpazo) from that location and seen
again in Azotus.

8. According to Hebrews 9:27, Jesus is coming for those
who are looking (fully expecting) for Him. This
scripture seems to refer to rapture, not second coming
when every eye will see Him.

B. When I Thessalonians 4:13-18 is fulfilled, the corruptible
will put on incorruption, and the mortal will put on im-
mortality. (I Corinthians 15:51-58)

C. Those who accept Jesus during the “Tribulation” will be
raised from their death when He returns to set up His
“Millennial Reign.” Those who are raised at this time are
called blessed and holy because they will not experience
the second death. (Revelation 20:4-6)

1. The words millennial and millennium are not used in
the King James Version of the Bible.

2. The words millennial and millennium refer to a one
thousand year period.

D. There is a distinct difference between the rapture and the
second coming of the Lord. (Zechariah 14:1-4)

E. The second death, which is eternal separation from the life
of God, has no power over the believers. (Revelation 20:6)

F. There is a literal physical resurrection of both the just and
the unjust. (John 5:28-29)

G. Even Job had insight into the resurrection. (Job 19:26)

H. Daniel was also told of the resurrection. (Daniel 12:1-2)

         III. THE RESURRECTION OF THE UNBELIEVERS

A. The resurrection of the unrighteous will take place after
the Millennium mentioned in Revelation 20:5.
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B. The unbelievers will be raised to be judged and punished.
(Revelation 20:11-15)

C. The unbelievers will be raised to face the second death.
Those whose names are not written in the Book of Life will
be cast into the lake of fire which burns forever. (Revelation
20:15)

         IV. SUMMARY

A. Jesus was the first to be born again and to resurrect with
a glorified body.

B. Saints will also be resurrected with glorified bodies.

C. Sinners will be resurrected with indestructible bodies.

          V. CONCLUSION

A. The dead will be resurrected! In which resurrection will you
be? (John 5:28-29)

B. We must believe in the resurrection of the dead.

C. We must believe that Jesus has cleansed us from all
unrighteousness, thereby granting us the privilege of being
spared from the second death.

D. We must believe that Jesus is coming again as Judge of both
the living and the dead.

E. Our acceptance or rejection of Jesus will determine which
resurrection we will experience.



29

DOCTRINE OF CHRIST

ETERNAL JUDGMENT

SCRIPTURE READING

Hebrews 6:1-2

Therefore depart from the principles of the doctrine of Christ; go on to
maturity. Do  not lay again the foundation of repentance from dead
works, faith toward God,  the doctrine of baptisms, the laying on of
hands, resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.

Hebrews 9:27

So then, it is appointed for people to die once, but after death, they will
be judged.

I Peter 2:2

As newborn babies, desire the sincere milk of the Word so that by it, you
may develop in regard to salvation.

THEME

There is an eternal judgment which everyone must face.  The righteous
will receive eternal glory; the wicked will receive eternal punishment.
Both the righteous and the wicked will be judged according to their
works.

           I. INTRODUCTION

A. What is eternal judgment?

1. Eternal means without end; timeless; forever the
same.

2. Judgment means a decision for or against; a legal
sentence given by a judge.

B. Eternal judgment is an appointment that everyone will
keep.

1. The sentence given by Jesus the Judge will last forever.
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2. God administers justice, but He allows people to choose
their own destiny.

3. This eternal judgment will be executed in a fair and
unquestionable manner.

4. Eternal judgment is an absolute certainty. (Hebrews
9:27)

              II. WHO WILL JUDGE

A. Jesus Christ is the judge of both the just and the unjust.
(John 5:22; Acts 10:42; II Timothy 4:1)

1. The Father has given the judgment of all people to
Jesus.

2. Jesus will judge both the living and the dead.

B. There are several aspects of judgment, but it is the person
who chooses heaven or hell. Jesus simply grants each one
his choice by giving him the eternity of his choosing.

C. The Word teaches that there is a Redeemer, a Savior, and
a Judge. Jesus is the Redeemer, Savior, and Judge.

D. Through the Word we have access to the truth, realizing
that Jesus is the Righteous Judge.

E. The Word of God reveals eternal life, which comes through
Jesus the Savior, Who will also be the Righteous Judge.

F. The Redeemer of mankind will be the Judge of both the
living and the dead, saint and sinner. The King of kings
and Lord of lords will execute the judgment of God upon
all people.

             III. HOW WILL JESUS JUDGE

A. Jesus will judge righteously. (Psalm 67:3-4; Psalm 96:10)

B. Jesus will judge the righteous. (I Corinthians 3:11-15)

1. The righteous will be judged by their works. (Luke
14:14; Romans 2:2-6; Romans 14:10-12; I Corinthians
3:13-15)
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a. Everyone will give an account of himself to God.

b. We will not be able to blame someone else for our
faults and failures.

c. It is important to be active for God in this life.

2. The righteous will be judged by their words. (Matthew
12:33-37)

C. Jesus will judge the sinner.

1. The sinner will be judged by the Word of God. (John
12:47-50)

2. The sinner will be judged according to his works. (Rev-
elation 20:11-12)

3. Whosoever’s name is not found in the Book of Life will
be condemned to eternal punishment. (Revelation
20:15)

a. Eternal punishment is a punishment that last for-
ever.

b. The following scriptures give insight into eternal
judgment and punishment: Matthew 18:8; Matthew
25:46; Mark 3:29; II Thessalonians 1:7-10; Rev-
elation 14:9-11.

D. It appears that our position in heaven will be based on how
we lived on earth. Remember! The righteous will be re-
warded according to their works.

E. It appears that, for the sinner, there are degrees of tor-
ment; the wicked will also be judged according to their
works.

         IV. WHEN WILL JESUS JUDGE

A. The righteous will be judged and rewarded at the resurrection
of the just. (Luke 14:14; Matthew 16:27)

B. The wicked will be judged and punished at the Great White
Throne Judgment. (Revelation 20:11-15)
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                               V. WHERE WILL JESUS JUDGE

A. We, the believers, will all appear before the judgment seat
of Christ. (II Corinthians 5:10; Romans 14:10; Psalm 9:7-
8)

B. The sinner will be judged at the Great White Throne.
(Revelation 20:11-15)

         VI. SUMMARY

A. There is an eternal judgment.

B. The righteous will be judged separately from the wicked.

C. It is appointed by God for all to die once; afterwards, the
judgment. (Hebrews 9:27)

        VII. CONCLUSION

A. We must all stand before Jesus in one judgment or the
other. Which will it be?

B. The judgment choice is ours; we choose our own destiny.

C. Be certain of this—judgment is as sure as death.

D. God's wrath will be poured out on the sinners, not the
saints. (John 3:36; Romans 1:18; Romans 2:5-6; Romans
5:9; Co-lossians 3:6; I Thessalonians 5:9; Revelation 6:16-
17; Revelation 20:1-6)

E. Cessation of life and separation from life are not the same
thing.

1. Cessation of life relates to the death of the natural
body.

2. Separation from life relates to the spiritual body being
removed from the life of God.

F. Spirits cannot be annihilated; neither do they cease to
exist.

1. Satan and the fallen angels were not, nor will they ever
be annihilated. They will exist eternally in the lake of
fire.
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2. Like Satan and the fallen angels, sinners will also
continue to exist in eternal punishment.

3. If eternal punishment is annihilation, what is the big
deal about sin?

4. If eternal punishment is annihilation, why judge ac-
cording to works? Everyone would receive the same
punishment if they are all annihilated.

G. Eternal punishment is a perpetual experience.

The doctrine of Christ is vital for our future. We must always
remember that the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. If you have not already received Jesus as your personal Savior,
please take advantage of this opportunity and ask Him to be your
Savior and Lord. Receive Him today, learn the doctrine of Christ, and
walk in His ways.
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