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II PETER

SCRIPTURE READING:

II Peter

I. INTRODUCTION

A. According to II Peter 1:1, Peter is the author of this letter.

B. Because of his statement in II Peter 1:14, it is believed that this
letter was written not too long before Peter’s death.

C. In this short letter, Peter addresses the believer’s growth in
Jesus Christ, the origin of true prophecy, the harmful results of
false teachers, the certain judgment of false teachers, the de-
scription of false teachers, God’s timetable versus man’s time-
table, the destiny of heaven and earth, and the new heaven and
earth.

D. This letter was written as an exhortation to prepare and as a
warning for those who refuse to prepare.

E. The day of the Lord is certain, but God in His mercy and grace
is giving people the opportunity to make their call and election
sure.

II. CHAPTER ONE

A. Peter identifies himself as a slave and apostle of Jesus Christ.
(II Peter 1:1)

B. The letter is addressed to those who have received faith equally
with Peter. This faith was made possible by the righteousness
of our God and Savior Jesus Christ. (II Peter 1:1)

C. The increase of grace and peace comes through the knowledge
of God and Jesus our Lord. (II Peter 1:2)

D. In this same manner, through the knowledge of God and Jesus,
all things are given unto us by His divine power, and they lead
to life and devotion to God, Who has called us unto glory and
excellence. (II Peter 1:3)
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E. Through the knowledge of God and Jesus, we have been given
very great and valuable promises. (II Peter 1:4)

F. Through these promises, we become sharers of Godlike tenden-
cies, escaping the corruption of the world through lust. (II Pe-
ter 1:4)

G. Because of the corruption that is in the world through lust, we
must, at the same time, with sincere intent, add excellence to
our faith. To our excellence, we must add knowledge. (II Peter
1:5)

H. To knowledge, we must add self-control. To self-control, we must
add cheerful endurance. To cheerful endurance, we must add
devotion and reverence to God. (II Peter 1:6)

I. To devotion and reverence to God, we must add brotherly affec-
tion. To brotherly affection, we must add love. (II Peter 1:7)

J. If the aforementioned attributes operate in us and increase,
they will establish us to the point that we will not be inactive or
barren, fully discerning our Lord Jesus Christ. (II Peter 1:8)

K. Anyone who lacks these attributes is mentally blind and cannot
see. He has forgotten that he was cleansed from his former
sins. (II Peter 1:9)

L. To an even greater degree, we should make effort to become
established in our invitation and selection. If we heed this in-
struction, we will not err. (II Peter 1:10)

M. In this way, we will be equipped abundantly for entrance into
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
(II Peter 1:11)

N. Peter felt that it was necessary to remind those to whom he
was writing about these things, although they already knew
them and were established in the truth at hand. (II Peter 1:12)

O. Peter tells his readers that as long as he is in his body, he
thinks it is right for him to arouse their memory to the point of
recollection. (II Peter 1:13)

P. Peter knew that before long, his body would be put to death,
just as the Lord Jesus Christ revealed to him. (II Peter 1:14)
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Q. Peter declares that he will make every effort to see that his
readers remember these things after his death. (II Peter 1:15)

R. Peter makes it clear that his message of the power and coming
of the Lord Jesus Christ is not some cunningly devised myth.
He was an eyewitness of His excellence. (II Peter 1:16)

S. Jesus received glory and honor from God the Father when a
voice spoke to Him from magnificent glory, saying, “This is My
Son in Whom I am well pleased.” (II Peter 1:17; Matthew 17:5)

T. Peter declares that the voice they heard speak these words
came from heaven when they were with Jesus on the sacred
mountain. (II Peter 1:18)

U. Peter is emphatic that as believers we have a more established
word than prophecy, to which we should pay attention. Just as
light illuminates a dark place, we should pay attention to this
message of Jesus until the day dawns (revelation comes) and
the morning star (Jesus) arises (comes into) in our hearts.
(II Peter 1:19)

V. It is imperative that we first know that no scriptural prophecy
is a personal explanation. (II Peter 1:20)

W. The former prophecies did not come as a result of man’s deter-
mination. Those who prophesied spoke as representatives of
God; they were inspired by the Holy Spirit. (II Peter 1:21)

III. CHAPTER TWO

A. Not only were there true prophets among the people, but there
were also false prophets among them, just as there are today.
(II Peter 2:1)

B. Peter warns of false teachers who will deceptively cause divi-
sion that will result in spiritual ruin. Some will deny the Lord
Who redeemed them and bring upon themselves impending eter-
nal ruin. (II Peter 2:1)

C. Many will follow their undisciplined lifestyle and slander the
way of truth. (II Peter 2:2; II Timothy 4:3-4)
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D. Motivated by greed, these false teachers will devise words to
exploit those who follow them. Although their judgment may
not be immediate, it will not delay; neither will their spiritual
ruin. (II Peter 2:3)

E. God did not spare the angels who sinned; He confined them in
darkness, incarcerating them with eternal torment. He deliv-
ered them, reserving them for judgment. (II Peter 2:4)

F. God did not spare His original world and its inhabitants; He
preserved only eight people--Noah and his family. Noah, who
was a preacher of righteousness, his wife, his three sons and
their wives were not destroyed when God executed judgment on
the ungodly. (II Peter 2:5)

G. God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes.
His judgment upon them serves as an illustrative warning to
the wicked. (II Peter 2:6)

H. God delivered Lot, who was innocent of the sins of Sodom and
Gomorrah, yet was constantly harassed with the undisciplined
behavior of these lawless people. (II Peter 2:7)

I. Lot, who was righteous, dwelt among the unrighteous people of
Sodom and Gomorrah. His soul was tortured because of the
lawless deeds he saw and heard. (II Peter 2:8)

J. The Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptation, and
how to deliver the unjust to the judgment and punishment that
awaits them, particularly those who follow the flesh, lusting for
that which is morally unclean.  (II Peter 2:9-10)

K. These carnal people despise rulers; they are recklessly daring;
they are self-pleasing; and they are not afraid to slander that
which is easily perceived (the honorable, the prominent, and
those of reputation and renown). (II Peter 2:10)

L. The angels, who are greater in power, do not slander anyone
before the Lord. (II Peter 2:11; Jude 9)

M. Like beasts without reason that are captured and destroyed,
these people make slanderous remarks about things that they
do not understand. In their own destruction, they will be de-
stroyed. (II Peter 2:12; Isaiah 54:17)



5

N. Those who do wrong will receive just retribution for their injus-
tice. (II Peter 2:13)

O. These people are disgraceful. They love to indulge in evil plea-
sures in broad daylight. They are a shame and an impairment
among you. They take great pleasure in deceitfulness, while
they feast with you. (II Peter 2:13)

P. These evil doers have adulterous eyes that cannot abstain from
sin. Their souls are deceived; their hearts are not established;
and they are trained in deception. Their children have evil in-
voked upon them. (II Peter 2:14)

Q. They have forsaken the right way and wandered from truth,
following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor (Beor), who loved
the wages of the unjust. (II Peter 2:15; Numbers 22)

R. Balaam was rebuked for his transgression as the donkey upon
which he rode spoke with a man’s voice. The donkey prevented
the foolhardiness of the prophet. (II Peter 2:16; Numbers 22:28-
30)

S. Peter identifies these ungodly people as wells without water
and clouds subject to the force of a whirlwind, whom the gloom
of darkness will detain forever. (II Peter 2:17)

T. The speech of these ungodly people is arrogant and worthless.
Through lusts of the flesh, they deceive the undisciplined who,
in fact, had escaped those who remain in deception. (II Peter
2:18)

U. These ungodly people proclaim freedom, but they are slaves of
corruption, for a person becomes a slave to whatever subdues
him. (II Peter 2:19)

V. If one escapes the contamination of the world through the knowl-
edge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, then once again be-
comes entangled and subdued, the end is more evil than the
beginning. (II Peter 2:20)

W. It would be better for a person not to know the way of righ-
teousness than to know it then revert to his old lifestyle, aban-
doning the Word of God. (II Peter 2:21)
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X. One who abandons God’s Word and reverts to his old ways,
through demonstration affirms the old adage, “The dog turns
back to his vomit, and the hog that was washed turns back to
wallowing in the mud.” (II Peter 2:22)

IV. CHAPTER THREE

A. Peter declares that this is the second letter he has written to
the foreign residents who had been scattered throughout five
different Roman provinces. (II Peter 3:1; I Peter 1:1)

B. His purpose for writing this letter to those whom he loves is to
arouse their sincere minds to the point of recollection. (II Peter
3:1)

C. He wants them to remember the words previously spoken by
the holy prophets and the directives of their Lord and Savior
that were given unto them by the apostles. (II Peter 3:2)

D. First, he wants them to know that in the last days scoffers will
come. These scoffers will follow their own lusts. (II Peter 3:3)

E. These mockers will ask, “Where is the advent of Christ that
was proclaimed? Since the time of this announcement, our an-
cestors have died, and everything remains the same from the
beginning of creation.” (II Peter 3:4)

F. They are deliberately unaware that the heavens of long ago and
the earth out of and through the water were composed by the
word of God. Although God created the heaven and earth, He
destroyed the world (orderly arrangement) with a great flood.
(II Peter 3:5-6)

G. By the word of God, the heaven and earth that now remain are
reserved for fire at the day of judgment and the eternal ruin of
the ungodly people. (II Peter 3:7)

H. Peter admonishes his readers to be aware of this one thing--a
day with the Lord is as a thousand years, and a thousand years
is as one day. (II Peter 3:8)

I. The Lord does not delay His promises as some consider delay,
but He patiently endures for the purpose of allowing people to
repent. (II Peter 3:9)



7

J. The Lord’s day will come as a thief in the night, at which time
the heaven will pass from existence with a crash, and the or-
derly arrangement will be set on fire and let go. The soil and
that which is in it will be completely consumed. (II Peter 3:10)

K. Consequently, all these things will be absolved; therefore, we
must conduct ourselves in holy behavior and godliness as we
anticipate and eagerly await the advent of God’s day, at which
time the heaven will be ignited and absolved, and the orderly
arrangement will be set on fire and melt. (II Peter 3:11-12)

L. Although this catastrophic event will occur, Peter encourages
the believers to expect a new heaven and a new earth, just as
God has promised. It will be a place where righteousness re-
sides. (II Peter 3:13; Isaiah 65:17; Isaiah 66:22)

M. Believers should earnestly anticipate these events, while re-
maining pure and blameless so that God might find them in
peace. (II Peter 3:14)

N. The patience of the Lord leads to salvation. Peter reminds them
that Paul, according to the wisdom given unto him by God, re-
vealed this truth to them when he communicated with them by
letter. (II Peter 3:15)

O. According to Peter, Paul talked about the Lord’s coming and His
patience for the purpose of salvation in all his letters. Peter
admits that some of Paul’s writing is hard to understand, and
those who are ignorant and not established pervert his teach-
ing, just as they do other scriptures. Their distortion of the
scriptures will ultimately ruin them. (II Peter 3:16-17)

P. Because the believers know these things in advance, they are
told to be watchful so that they will not be seduced with the
deception of the wicked and lose their stability. (II Peter 3:17)

Q. Peter exhorts the believers to grow in grace and in the knowl-
edge of their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, to Whom be glory
both now and forever. (II Peter 3:18)

V. SUMMARY

A. This letter was written as an exhortation to prepare and as a
warning for those who refuse to prepare.



8

B. The day of the Lord is certain, but God in His mercy and grace
is giving people the opportunity to make their call and election
sure.

C. Through the knowledge of God and Jesus, all things are given
unto us by His divine power, and they lead to life and devotion
to God.

D. Through the promises given unto us by God, we become sharers
of Godlike tendencies, escaping the corruption of the world
through lust.

E. No scriptural prophecy is a personal explanation.

F. The former prophecies did not come as a result of man’s deter-
mination. Those who prophesied spoke as representatives of
God; they were inspired by the Holy Spirit.

G. The believers are warned of false teachers who will deceptively
cause division that will result in spiritual ruin.

H. It would be better for a person not to know the way of righ-
teousness than to know it, then revert to his old lifestyle.

I. The Lord does not delay His promises as some consider delay,
but He patiently endures for the purpose of allowing people to
repent.

J. Believers are exhorted to grow in grace and in the knowledge
of their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

VI. CONCLUSION

A. Although this letter is short, it is both instructive and caution-
ary.

B. It is imperative that believers be established in the Word of
God; otherwise, the potential for deception is great.

C. False teachers present themselves in a very appealing manner
as they deceptively manipulate the Word of God.

D. We must grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ!
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E. Those who persevere and remain faithful to the Lord will enjoy
the new heaven and new earth wherein righteousness dwells.


