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THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH

Introduction

The content of this writing is the result of questions asked or statements made
concerning the New Testament Church. It is not our intent to give an exhaustive
explanation about each point of interest; however, we do want to give a concise
narrative that will give insight into the questions and beliefs that people have
concerning the Church and the operation of local assemblies. We challenge you to
search the scriptures before establishing yourselves in certain beliefs. These con-
tents may challenge your belief system, but do not reject these teachings without
thoroughly comparing them to the scriptures. We must develop an accurate belief;
otherwise, we will be deceived and, in turn, will deceive others.

Our approach to this short study is to present questions, then do our best to give
accurate answers with explanation.

When and How Did the New Testament Church Begin?

To correctly answer this question, we must first define “church.” The Greek word for
church is ekklesia (ek-klay-see'-ah). This word was used one hundred sixteen times
in the Bible (New Testament-KJV). One hundred thirteen times it was translated as
“church(es);” three times it was translated as “assembly.”

In Acts 2:47, Nestle-Aland Greek New Testament, which primarily uses the
Alexanderian manuscripts, uses a different word than the Textus Receptus (pub-
lished Greek text of the New Testament using the Byzantine system). Nestles uses
the word autos (ow-tos'). It is the reflexive (directed back on itself [Lord]) pronoun
self, or it can be used in the third person (Himself), thus “...the Lord added to Himself
those who should be saved.”

In Acts 19:37, the word “churches” is not the Greek word ekklesia; it is hierosulos
(hee-er-os'-oo-los), which means “a temple despoiler.” This word should have been
translated as robbers of temples, not robbers of churches. The context confirms this
statement.

In I Peter 5:13, the word church is omitted in the Nestle-Aland Greek New Testament.

According to Thayer’s Greek Lexicon, the definition of ekklesia is “a calling out.” For
example: “a popular meeting, especially a religious congregation (Jewish synagogue,
or Christian community of members on earth or saints in heaven or both).” From the
definition of ekklesia, we see that the word could refer to a popular meeting, a
Jewish synagogue, or a community of believers. The Greeks’ use of the word referred
to a gathering of citizens called out from their homes into some public place. It was
also viewed as an assembly of people convened at a public place of council for the
purpose of deliberating. Such was the case in Acts 19:39 where ekklesia was trans-
lated as “assembly.”



In His earthly ministry, Jesus used the word ekklesia three times: Matthew 16:18
and Matthew 18:17 (twice). These three times, ekklesia is referring to a body of
believers.

Acts 7:38 refers to the Old Testament nation of Israel being the ekklesia. (They were
called out of Egypt.)

All the New Testament uses of the word ekklesia seem to refer to a group or assembly
of people, not a building; however, The American Heritage Dictionary defines church
as “a building for public, especially Christian worship.” It also defines church as “a
congregation.” We must be cautious and not attempt to over spiritualize the word
ekklesia (church). The senate and congress of the Unites States can also be referred
to as an ekklesia; however, they are hardly a group of people with Christian intent.

We conclude that the Greek word ekklesia originally referred to a called out group of
people, whether secular or Christian. Sometimes these people met in public buildings
(civil buildings, synagogues; temple; etc.), sometimes they met in homes, sometimes
they met outside. It is imperative to know that the Body of Christ is people who have
been called out from the general populous, whether religious or secular, who may
meet at various places.

The Hebrew words `edah (ay-daw') [5712], mowed` (mo-ade') [4150], qahal (kaw-
hawl') [6951], and qehillah (keh-hil-law') [6952] are equivalent to ekklesia. These
Hebrew words were translated “congregation.” The Old Testament tabernacle that
was constructed under the leadership of Moses was called the “Tabernacle of the
Congregation,” the “Tabernacle of Testimony,” the “Tabernacle of Witness,” and the
“Tabernacle of the Lord.” It was generally referred to as the Tabernacle of the
Congregation, which related to the people who had been called out of Egypt. When
something important was to be conveyed to the nation, the Israelites would gather at
the tabernacle.

In reality, the New Testament Church is a body of people called out, or separated for
the Lord.

Generally speaking, we do not speak the languages in which the Bible was written—
Hebrew/Chaldean (Aramaic) and Greek. Here in the United States, the common
language of the people is English; therefore, when we talk with and teach other
people, we must use the language they understand. Some groups place much empha-
sis on certain Hebrew and Greek words. If we are going to make a doctrine of these
words, we must adopt the entire language, not just a few words or phrases. Ekklesia
is a Greek word, not an English word. American people understand the word church
from an English dictionary definition; therefore, we must teach the truth in love.
Church to the believer should be recognized as the Body of Christ, wherever it
assembles; however, if people call the place where we assemble a church, it should
not offend us. They are recognizing the place as one set apart for the service of the
Lord, hence, a called out place.



It appears that the New Testament Church began when the Holy Spirit came upon
the approximately one hundred twenty people who were assembled in an upper
room in Jerusalem. At this time, the Holy Spirit made a distinction between these
approximately one hundred twenty people and the general populous. Later that day
an additional three thousand people were added to the Church; however, in Jesus’
ministry, He was calling people out—the apostles and disciples. He was calling for
them to come out of a religious system and follow Him. He wanted them to follow God,
not a man-made system.

Just as Israel was called out of Egypt, the Church was and is called out of a religious
system (Judaism or other forms of religion). In Matthew 15:24, Jesus said “I am not
sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel,” yet some Gentiles were included
in His ministry (the Syro-Phenecian woman and the centurion with the sick ser-
vant). When Israel made its exodus from Egypt a mixed multitude came out with
them. In Revelation 7:9, we are told that an innumerable mixed multitude stood
before Jesus and the throne. The Church, which is the Body of Christ, is comprised
of “whosoever will.”

It appears that the New Testament Church began when the Holy Spirit settled upon
those in the upper room. Their belief in Jesus as the Messiah separated them from
the form and beliefs of their day; consequently, the New Testament Church came
forth when a minority of people dared to believe in the teachings and ministry of
Jesus.

Church Buildings

Did the churches of the New Testament have buildings? Why, or why not?

We have no record of the churches in the New Testament having their own buildings;
it seems they met primarily in the synagogues, and the people continued going to the
temple. Acts 2:46 says, “And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple,
and breaking bread from house to house...” Breaking bread refers to eating meals in
their houses. They also met in homes. Some home churches are identified: Priscilla
and Aquila (Romans 16:3-5; I Corinthians 16:19); Nymphas (Colossians 4:15); and
Archippas (Philemon verse 2).

There are some facts that we must not overlook when considering the scriptural
validity of a building designated for church gatherings. First, the book of Acts is a
documentation of the forming of the early church. It appears that the believers first
met in the existing synagogues and the temple. Secondly, the religious system of the
day became more and more hostile toward the believers in Jesus. Punishment and
execution ensued. In Hebrews 10:34, we read that some of the Christians’ posses-
sions were taken from them. Probably for both safety and convenience, people met
in homes. Thirdly, the book of Acts records the formation, not the conclusion of the
Church. We must not draw foolish conclusions by looking only at the beginning of a
movement. I do believe that we would be far more effective in ministry if we put
more emphasis on people than buildings; however, buildings are not scripturally
prohibited.



Many years ago, the Lord spoke to me about starting a “church.” (He actually used
the phrase “Outreach Center”), He told me not to make the base bigger than the
vision and explained what He meant through the illustration of an inverted pyra-
mid. He told me that the wide base of the pyramid was to be the vision of the church
and the point of the pyramid was to be the base of the church. He also told me not
to enlarge the base until it could not accomplish the vision. Today, we want to build
huge buildings and complexes and assemble large congregations, but do very little
outside the church setting. I believe that the base to which He was referring includes
both people and facilities.

Just because one has a large complex or assembly of people does not mean he is
effective in mission; conversely, one with a small base can be very effective in
ministry.

I do not see any biblical instructions that forbid the ekklesia from owning and
meeting in a building designated for that purpose; however, the building must not
become the purpose. It is a tool for carrying on the ministry of Jesus.

It is true that the Church, the Body of Christ, is people, not a building.

Elaborate Edifices

Should churches have elaborate buildings and complexes?

Probably not. Unless the Lord directs one to build or buy a building, I would advise
against incurring that kind of debt or burden. If buildings and property are given to
you and you can utilize them without violating your conscience, by all means, use
them.

I realize that Solomon’s temple was very elaborate; however, we must understand
the significance of the edifice. David wanted a building built for God, not himself.
David gave much from his own treasury to accomplish that desire. The blueprint for
the temple was given by God. The edifice was a testimony to God.

In today’s society, elaborate buildings often prevent the church from being the
witness God has called it to be. Millions of dollars go into buildings that do very little
for the kingdom of God; consequently, people see the building, not the people, as the
Church. In many of these large complexes, the activity of the facility becomes the
primary vision of the church. People tend to identify with a building instead of a
Person (Jesus).

Sanctuary

Should a building or a place in a building be referred to as a sanctuary?

Before answering this question, we must first learn the true meaning of sanctuary.
The Greek word translated as sanctuary in Hebrews 8:9; 9:1; 9:2; and 13:11 is the
Greek word hagion (hag'-ee-on), which means a sacred thing or spot (place).



In the Old Testament, the sanctuary was the place God chose to reside among the
Israelites—the tabernacle or temple. In Psalm 114:2, Judah is referred to as the
Lord’s sanctuary. This statement is probably referring to the temple that was located
in Jerusalem, which was in Judah. In Ezekiel 11:16, the Lords refers to Himself as
“a little sanctuary” for those who had been scattered. In Ezekiel 44:11 and 15, the
Lord speaks of ministers in His sanctuary. In Ezekiel 45:4, the priests are referred
to as ministers of the Lord’s sanctuary. In both the Old and New Testament refer-
ences, it appears that the word sanctuary refers to an object (building, or place)
rather than a person; however, God did refer to Himself as a sanctuary (refuge).

The American Heritage Dictionary defines sanctuary as: “A sacred place, such as a
church, temple, or mosque. b. The holiest part of a sacred place, as the part of a
Christian church around the altar. 2.a. A sacred place, such as a church, in which
fugitives formerly were immune to arrest. b. Immunity to arrest afforded by a
sanctuary. 3. A place of refuge or asylum. 4. A reserved area in which birds and
other animals, especially wild animals, are protected from hunting or molestation.”

From these definitions, I think we can conclude that it is perfectly acceptable and
scriptural to call a place that is set apart for worship a sanctuary. Throughout the
Bible, the sanctuary was recognized as a sacred place; therefore, it was to be treated
as such. This statement does not in any way insinuate that a spot or place should be
worshipped; it should be respected for what it is—set apart.

In our attempt to come out of ungodly form, we must not abandon the sacredness of
the Lord and develop another ungodly form.

House of God

Is it scriptural to call a building the house of God, or God’s house?

There are ninety scripture references in the King James Version of the Bible that
use the phrase “house of God.” Six of these references are found in the New Testa-
ment. Three of the scriptures refer to David going into the “house of God” and eating
the showbread (Matthew 12:4; Mark 2:26; Luke 6:4). One scripture refers to Paul’s
instructions to Timothy on how to behave himself in the house of God (I Timothy
3:15). One scripture refers to the Old Testament high priest who was over the house
of God (Hebrews 10:21). One scripture refers to judgment beginning at the house of
God. (I Peter 4:17)

There is one scripture reference in the King James Version of the Bible that uses the
phrase “God’s house.” The stone that Jacob set up as a pillar was declared by him
to be God’s house, if God met the conditions set forth by Jacob. (Genesis 28:22)

It appears that is acceptable to call a place where God has chosen to favor with His
presence a house of God. Like Solomon, I realize that no building is large enough to
house God; however, a building can be dedicated as a place to wor-ship and serve
God. In II Corinthians 4:7, Paul refers to our physical bodies as the place the treasure
(Jesus) is hidden, but that does not refute the fact that we can dedicate a particular



place or building as the house of God. In I Corinthians 6:19, our bodies are referred
to as the temple of Holy Spirit, but, again, this statement does not prohibit a building
from being referred to as the house of God.

We determine whose house a place is by those who dwell there. If God is truly in our
midst, the place can correctly be identified as His house, or dwelling. Local churches
should be identified as places where the Lord meets with His people.

Order of Worship

What should be the order of a church service?

The Bible does not give us a specific format to conduct a Christian meeting. The Holy
Spirit should lead us in our service to the Lord. In order to get people’s mind on the
Lord and off their problems, we may sing songs or play instruments to set an
atmosphere conducive for hearing and serving the Lord; afterwards, the Holy Spirit
should direct the activity. There may be special songs or music; there may be instruc-
tion; a revelation may be shared; tongues and interpretation may come forth; or
prophecy may be given. This statement does not mean that all these things must
occur at every gathering. In the book of Acts, we find that great emphasis was placed
upon the preaching and teaching of the gospel and kingdom of God. Jesus, Himself,
placed great emphasis on teaching and preaching the kingdom of God. Preliminar-
ies, regarding Christian meetings (which are not mentioned in the Bible), have
become a must for most congregations. It seems that valuable time is given to adver-
tising events, or receiving offerings. Most of the events we advertise do not have
anything to do with biblical practices, and passing the offering plate is a tradition of
men, not a biblical practice.

If we truly gather to worship and serve the Lord, our time should be given to just
that, not organizational activities. We must get our minds on the Lord and be led by
the Spirit. This statement does not mean that we cannot know before we assemble
what the Lord wants us to do in a particular meeting. We should assemble with our
hearts prepared to carry out the instructions of the Lord.

The Lord’s Supper/Communion

Should the “Lord’s Supper” be a meal, or are elements that symbolize communion
sufficient?

First, we must determine the significance of the bread and wine. The bread symbol-
izes the body of Jesus and the wine symbolizes the blood of Jesus. When Jesus broke
the bread and gave instructions to the disciples, they were eating a meal. He took this
opportunity to signify the importance of what He was about to do through His death.
He did not use corn, peas, beans, meat, or any other food item to convey His message.
He used something with which they could relate to as a sustainer of life and a
covenant seal. The manna of the Old Testament was a type of the “Bread of life.” The
wine, in color and form, signified the blood of the Old Testament covenant. Secondly,
it was not the meal that was so significant; it was what took place when Jesus drew



attention to the bread and wine. Judas ate the meal with them and was identified as
the betrayer, although the apostles did not recognize it at the time. The meal was a
time of fellowship and interaction, but the bread and wine that was presented
conveyed a very important message. It represented what Jesus was about to do for
those who would believe in Him.

After the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the disciples of Jesus met daily at the temple;
afterward, they went to one another’s homes and ate a meal, at which time they may
have broken bread as Jesus had previously done. From the scripture text, we do not
have enough information to establish a doctrinal procedure.

Jesus emphasized the bread and wine, not eating a meal. It seems to me that he was
telling His apostles that when they gathered for a meal to remember Him. Is meal
time the only time to remember Jesus? Can we not set aside other times to remember
Him. In our culture today, people do not regularly practice eating meals in one
another’s homes as they once did. When we eat our meals, we should remember
Jesus.

When the elements of communion are taken for the purpose of remembering  Jesus,
it does not seem to violate the Scriptures. The attention should not be on how much
bread or the type of bread (loaf, wafer, cracker, etc.) presented, or the amount of
wine or type of wine presented; the emphasis should be on Jesus the sustainer of our
lives, Who died for our sins and promised to return. The bread and wine convey a
spiritual message; the rest of the meal feeds the physical man.

In I Corinthians 11:17-34, Paul rebuked the Church at Corinth for the disgraceful
way they were celebrating the “Lord’s Supper.” The meals they were eating were
certainly not putting attention on the Lord. The purpose of communion is to remem-
ber the Lord, whether we do it with a meal, or as a token; we should not make a doc-
trine of either.

Communion should never be reduced to an ordinance. It is a reminder of what Jesus
did and what He is going to do. He gave His body and blood for us, and He is coming
again to take us to live with Him eternally. The primary purpose of communion is to
remind us of these facts.

Salvation As the Theme of the Church

Should salvation be emphasized in church meetings?

Without salvation, there would be no Church. Every person in the local church must
understand that salvation comes only through Jesus. They should also understand
the aspects and benefits of salvation. In addressing a group of believers in Jesus,
Peter said, “Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be prepared to give an
answer to every man who asks you the reason for the hope that is in you. Reply with
meekness and fear.” (I Peter 3:15) In light of this scripture, it seems that every
believer in Jesus should be knowledgable enough about salvation to explain it to
those who ask. Consequently, salvation should be taught to the “Church” (believers



in Jesus). Jesus came to seek and save the lost. (Luke 19:10)—His Body should be
carrying on His ministry. Salvation is not just a one time occurrence; it is an ongoing
process. We are saved from eternal death when we receive Jesus into our hearts.
According to James 1:21, our souls are saved by the Word of God, which agrees with
Romans 12:2.  When Jesus returns for the saints, our bodies will be saved. With these
thoughts in mind, we realize that we have been saved, we are being saved, and we
will be saved. Each aspect of salvation is significant in its own concept; therefore, it
should be taught.

Altar Calls

Should altar calls be given?

To answer this question, we must distinguish between invitation and solicitation.
Invitation for a person to respond to the Lord is certainly acceptable and scriptural.
(God has always invited people to follow His will; however, He does not force people
to obey Him.) Invitation gives one an opportunity to respond without coercion. Solici-
tation is a more forceful approach that may use unscrupulous tactics to get people to
respond. Another point to consider is the motive behind the altar call. Is the one
making the altar call interested in the welfare of the people, or is he looking for
recognition and attention. People should be given the opportunity to respond to the
Lord; however, our approach is what makes an altar call a legitimate and acceptable
practice. In conclusion, remember that an altar call should be an invitation for people
to respond to the Lord, with or without a formal altar.

The original intent of an altar call was probably for a good purpose, but often “altar
calls” become dramatic performances that draw attention to an individual rather
than Jesus. Often, they are form without power. Allow people to interact with Jesus,
do not lead them into some form of religious rhetoric.

When an altar call is given, should people bow their heads and close their eyes?

I do not know any scripture that makes an appeal for people to bow their heads and
close their eyes. When Jesus prayed at Lazarus’ tomb, He looked up to heaven. (John
11:41) In John 17:1, we are told that He lifted His eyes to heaven when He prayed
to His Father. He bowed His head when He died. (John 19:30) I think tradition
probably relates bowing the head and closing the eyes to an act of humility, which is
good if the intent is pure; however, we cannot make bowing the head and closing the
eyes a Bible doctrine. Prayer is talking with the Lord. Do you bow your head and
close your eyes when talking with a friend? The writer of Hebrews encourages us to
come boldly to the throne of grace. (Hebrews 4:16) I realize that the publican
mentioned in Luke 18:13 did not lift his eyes to heaven, but we can hardly use this
passage of scripture to substantiate a doctrine or belief.

As far as an altar call in concerned, we have no scriptural precedence. The Scrip-
tures do not mention altar calls. I think ministers probably have people to bow their
heads and close their eyes so others will not see who is responding; however; this
rationale is not scriptural.



Sermons

Should sermons be preached?, and What is a sermon?

The word ”sermon” is not in the Bible (KJV). The American Heritage Dictionary
defines sermon as: “A religious discourse delivered as part of a church service. 2. An
often lengthy and tedious speech of reproof or exhortation.” From this definition, we
conclude that sermons are tools of men used to influence others. There is a differ-
ence between sermons and messages from God. Every Christian gathering should be
open to hear messages from the Lord. Do not let terminology distract you. People
speak from the vocabulary they have learned. As ministers, we must be certain that
the messages we are conveying to the people are messages of the Lord, not oratory
sermons or lectures.

Oversight

Should the New Testament church have oversight?

Absolutely! God, not man, ordained leadership in every aspect of life. God is the head
of Jesus, Jesus is the head of man, the husband is the head of the wife, and parents
are the head of their children. (I Corinthians 11:3; Ephesians 6:1) Throughout the
Bible, we see this principle practiced. When the nation of Israel began, Moses was the
overseer. Joshua succeeded him as Israel’s leader. Later on, when Israel had judges,
only one person was judge at a time. When Israel chose to have a king, only one king
ruled at a time. Jesus is the only Head of His Church; however, under His leadership,
He delegates individuals to be messengers to local assemblies, just as Moses del-
egated men to be heads over thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens. Paul ordained
elders to oversee churches that he started. He sent Titus to ordain elders to oversee
the churches in Crete. (Titus 1:5) In Acts 20:28, Paul said to the elders from Ephesus,
“Pay attention to yourselves and to all the flock, over whom the Holy Spirit has made
you overseers, to shepherd the Church of God which He purchased with His own
blood.” Chapters two and three of the Revelation speak of the messengers (not
angels) of the seven churches in Asia. The letters that John wrote to these seven
churches were not to the church at large, but to the messengers—“to the messenger
of the church in Ephesus write...” Anything with more than one head is a freak. Any
organization or movement without a leader is destined for trouble. (In the period of
the judges, Israel always got itself in trouble when everyone did what was right in his
own eyes.) It is common knowledge that Jesus is the Head of His Body, but we must
recognize that His body consists of thousands of local assemblies. In each of these
assemblies, Jesus appoints His messenger through the agent of the Holy Spirit.

Most churches (local assemblies) today do not allow the Holy Spirit to select the
messenger (oversight) of the church. They are either appointed by some organiza-
tion or selected by the popular vote of the people. For the most part, the Holy Spirit
is not even consulted.

The physical body will teach us some spiritual truths if we will listen. All the mem-
bers of the body are subject to the head through the central nervous system. At-



tached to the head are vital nerves that communicate with the body. These nerves
receive their instructions from the head and pass them along to the body members.
Every member of the body is not attached to the head. We can view these nerves
connected to the head as overseers of the body. Each one has a particular member
or group that it oversees.

God does not set dictators; He sets messengers who oversee the activity of a local
assembly of believers in Jesus by conveying to them what the Lord desires for them.
This messenger serves as a protector of the flock. Romans 13:1-8; II Timothy 3:1-7;
and II Timothy 4:1-4 reveal the need for oversight.

Many people reject oversight because of a negative incident in which they have been
involved.  We do not dwell in a perfect world, and no man is faultless; however, God
has chosen to use individuals as overseers. If a God-ordain overseer has a problem,
it is God’s responsibility to handle it, not the peoples’. We must submit ourselves to
God-ordained authority, and assists them in carrying out their duties whenever
possible.

Clergy & Laity

Should there be a distinction between clergy and laity?

This question must be answered carefully to prevent misinterpretation. First, let’s
identify clergy. According to The American Heritage Dictionary, clergy is: “The body
of people ordained for religious service.” From this definition, we can see that those
who make up this body are distinguished from the general public. Now, let’s look at
the word “laity.” According to The American Heritage Dictionary, laity is: “All those
persons who are not members of a given profession or other specialized field.” By
definition, clergy and laity are separated into two different groups; however, we
must realize that we are looking at words that are not used in the Bible. Peter, Paul,
and the others who ministered as representatives of Jesus did not place emphasis on
position; they placed emphasis on service. As ministers of the Lord Jesus Christ, we
must not view ourselves as being more important than the people to whom we are
ministering. If God did not think they were important, He would not have others
ministering to them. Personally, I do not like the word clergy because it carries with
it a professional connotation. Scripturally, we are servants of the Lord, Who has
called us to serve people what they need. We cannot effectively minister to the
people if we separate ourselves from them. I view the overseer and the congregation
like a shepherd and sheep. The shepherd is with the sheep in all conditions, favor-
able or unfavorable. He can relate to them. He is there to assist them in whatever
capacity is needed. The overseers of local assemblies must be as accessible to the
people as a shepherd is to his sheep. The liaison mentality has been detrimental to
the welfare of local assemblies. The overseer of the assembly is to be accessible.
Many have put their emphasis on numbers and forgot the importance of one-on-one
ministry. Many delegate to associates who may or may not be genuinely concerned
about the flock. I realize that what I am saying may be offensive to some, but the idea
of huge congregations assembling under one roof is not a scriptural concept. In
many of the large churches, it is very difficult to get to the overseer (Senior Minis-



ter).

Ordination

Should ministers be ordained, or distinguished as such?

Biblically, we have no precedence for men ordaining ministers. The Lord is the One
Who appoints (ordains) men to ministry. Graduating from Bible college, or complet-
ing some course of study does not qualify one to do what God has not ordained him
to do. When Moses laid his hands on Joshua, he was revealing God’s selection, not
his. When Samuel anointed both Saul and David as kings of Israel, he was simply
identifying the ones whom God had selected. Most organizations, churches, and
ministries ordain men to ministry based on study and longevity of service. Peter and
John were considered to be ignorant, uneducated men (unqualified); however, they
were ordained by Jesus to carry on the ministry that He had begun. What one must
take into consideration is the laws of the land that require ordination to conduct
weddings, or carry out certain other “ministerial duties.” (Ministers conducting wed-
dings is not a biblical principle or precedence.) If one desires to officiate in these
events, he must be ordained; however, ordination is not a biblical requirement to
minister for the Lord.

Titles

Should ministers have titles?

Jesus spoke to the multitude and His disciples about titles such as: Rabbi; Father; and
Master. (Matthew 23:8-11) He advocated serving the people, not being served by
them. Reverend, Pastor, Father, Doctor, Elder, etc. are titles given to men for the sake
of recognition. I believe that titles have done great damage to the Church. The titles
seem to imply that one person is more distinguished or more important than an-
other. The various characters of the Bible did not take titles for themselves. For
example: Paul never identified himself as Apostle Paul; he called himself Paul an
apostle. The phrase “Apostle Paul” places emphasis on the man; the phrase “Paul an
apostle” places emphasis on the ministry of the man. Paul placed his emphasis on
ministry; we should do the same. When Paul and Barnabas could have been hailed
as gods, they prevented the people from making them to be men of importance or
renown; we must follow their example. (Acts 14:8-18) We must learn who we are and
appreciate those who know us by name, not title. A person with God-ordained author-
ity does not need a title to identify who he is; his work will identify him.

Dress Code (Clergy & Laity)

What is the proper dress code for church services?

There is no biblical dress code for assembling before the Lord, other than being clean.
In the Old Testament when the Lord spoke to the Israelites, He told Moses to tell them
to wash their clothes in preparation for His visit. (Exodus 19:10) In Exodus 30:18-
21, the priests were instructed to wash before entering the tabernacle to do service



before the Lord. The attire of the High Priest and priests of the Old Testament was
a type fulfilled by Jesus; therefore, these garments serve no purpose for today. Suits,
distinct clothing, casual clothing, etc. are all choices of men. Ministerial and congre-
gational attire are a matter of conscience. Since the Bible does not address the
clothing of a Christian, other than moderate dressing, the clothing of a minister or
any other person is a matter of conscience. We must not follow the world’s system of
fads that influence the generation of the day. Wear clothes that are suitable to you,
and are not provocative or offensive. If circumstances prevent one from changing
out of work clothes before attending a Christian meeting, he should be welcomed and
commended for his commitment.

Choir

Is a choir scriptural?

A choir is an organized company of singers. When King David brought the box
containing the covenant into Jerusalem, he appointed singers and musicians to
minister before the Lord. These men were selected; they had the assigned duty of
continually ministering before the box containing the covenant. (I Chronicles 16:4-
37) I Chronicles 9:23 mentions singers who served in the temple for that purpose.
The singers, who were descendants of Asaph, were numbered among the returning
Jews who had been in exile. (Ezra 2:41)

Calling for volunteers, or having formal auditions for a choir are not scriptural
principles. If a choir is selected to minister before the Lord; it should do exactly
that—minister before the Lord. Singers and musicians should be skillful in their role.
Psalm 33:3 mentions playing skilfully. The one selecting the choir should recognize
those with the gifts and abilities to sing and play instruments.

Worship Team

Is a worship team scriptural?

After bringing the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem, David appointed certain Levites
to minister before the ark of the Lord, to recognize, to give thanks, and  to praise the
Lord God of Israel. Some were appointed to play lyres and harps, Asaph was to play
cymbals, and Benaiah and Jahaziel were to play trumpets. (I Chronicles 16:2-6)

It appears that a “worship team” is scriptural, if they minister to the Lord. Many
worship teams direct their efforts toward the congregation; they try to get people to
praise and worship the Lord. A worship team should focus on the Lord, not the
people. What the people do, or do not do, is between them and the Lord. A worship
team should praise and worship, not coerce the congregation into praise and wor-
ship. A teacher does not lead in teaching; he teaches; a preacher does not lead in
preaching; he preaches. A praise and worship leader should praise and worship, not
lead in praise and worship.



Funerals

Should ministers officiate funerals?

I do not see any scriptural evidence of ministers officiating at, or preaching funerals;
however, because of the practices and culture of today’s society, ministers are some-
what obligated to “preach” or participate in funerals.

Weddings

Should ministers officiate weddings?

I do not see any scriptural evidence of ministers officiating at, or preaching wed-
dings; however, because of the practices and culture of today’s society, ministers are
somewhat obligated to perform wedding ceremonies. The Bible does not mention or
suggest church weddings.

Salaries

Should ministers receive pay for their services?

Absolutely! It is both an Old and New Testament principle. The priests and Levites
lived off the sacrifices and contributions the people brought to the Lord. In I Corin-
thians 9:9 and I Timothy 5:18, Paul, quoting, from Deuteronomy 25:4, said “Do not
muzzle the mouth of the ox that is treading corn.” In I Timothy 5:18, he adds, “The
laborer should be paid for his services.” According to I Timothy 5:17, ruling elders
are worthy of double (twofold) honor (a value; money paid), especially those who
labor in the word and instruction.

Water Baptism

When should one be water baptized?

Immediately after conversion, or as soon as possible. Water baptism is a testimony of
what has taken place in an individual’s life. The water baptism testifies of the death,
burial, and resurrection through Jesus. Although water baptism does not save one; it
should be taught and practiced.

Sinner’s Prayer

Is there such a thing as a sinner’s prayer?

In Luke 18:13, the publican (sinner) who prayed did not look upward, but hit his
chest and said, “God be merciful (gracious; atone for) to me a sinner.” Truly, this is
a sinner’s prayer. The prayers many people lead others to say are not taken from
the Scriptures; they originated with men. When Peter preached on the day of Pente-
cost and the convicted people asked what they must do to be saved, Peter said,
“Repent and be baptized into the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.” We



have no record of Peter leading them in a “sinner’s prayer.” Salvation comes from
the heart, not the head; therefore, one should speak with his mouth that which
comes from his heart, not what someone told him to say. I do not see any scriptural
precedence for telling people to “repeat after me.”

Personal Savior

Should Jesus be recognized as one’s personal Savior?

Absolutely! Although salvation is for everyone who will accept it, each individual
must personally receive salvation. Jesus can be recognized as a corporate Savior, or
the One Who saved me. When I recognize Him as the One Who saved me, He becomes
personal. Instead of knowing about Him, I have experienced Him. He is not just a
Savior; He is my Savior.

Christian Education

Is Christian education scriptural?

It depends on how we define Christian education. Teaching the Bible is certainly
scriptural. Making disciples of all nations is certainly scriptural. (Disciples are made
through teaching.) Jesus taught. Paul taught. Teaching is one of the ministry gifts.
We must educate people in the Bible.

What many call Christian education has very little to do with Christ. Bible colleges
teach about the Bible instead of teaching the Bible. They use textbooks of men
instead of the Bible. Many of the courses taken in Bible colleges teach neither the
Bible nor principles of the Bible; they teach doctrines of men. Tradition runs ram-
pant in most Bible colleges; you learn the doctrine of the denomination, not the Word
of God. Many of the scriptures are taught from bias and out of context.

Christian education in Sunday School, for the most part, fails to accurately teach the
Bible. Most teachers teach from commentaries. They study the commentary more
than the Bible. They teach as Bible the opinions of men. Children’s classes often
follow unscriptural studies. We should never embellish the scriptures in an attempt
to make teaching more interesting. If we accurately teach the Word of God by
inspiration, even children will be interested.

Associate Ministers

Are associate ministers scriptural?

Here again, the answer to this question is determined by definition. An associate is
one who helps. A minister is one who serves. Consequently, an associate minister is
one who helps another serve. The apostles were associate ministers of Jesus; they
helped Him serve. Men traveled with Paul and helped him as he served the gospel.

Associate ministers are not to do one’s service for him; they are to assist him as he



serves. Many larger churches and organizations hire people to do their work for
them. The ones who should be ministering often become executives and elite special
speakers.

It is certainly appropriate to train others to help one fulfill his ministry, but we must
not become lazy in ministry and seek others to do what we should be doing.

Scripture Excerpts and Contextual Scripture

Is it permissible to use scripture excerpts to make a point, or should they always be
used in context?

Some scriptures can be used out of context without changing its original meaning. In
these cases, it is permissible to use them to make a point. Pulling scriptures out of
context to make a point or support a doctrine is unacceptable.

All scriptures should be read in context before using them to teach or make a point.
Never use a scripture to make a point when it violates the context. Never use a
scripture out of context to teach or formulate a doctrine.

Tithes

Should New Testament believers pay tithes?

Contrary to what many believe and teach, the New Testament does not have lower
standards than the Old Testament. For example: according to Old Testament law, a
person who killed another was in danger of judgment; Jesus said one who was angry
with his brother without a cause was in danger of judgment. The law stated an eye-
for-eye and tooth-for-tooth judgment, but the New Testament teaches that we should
not take vengeance on others. (Matthew 5:38-45; Romans 12:19) New Testament
believers are to live by a higher standard.

If the New Testament’s modus operandi is superior to the Old Testament method of
operation, then why would we think we should not tithe to the Lord? The only thing
the New Testament exempts us from doing is continuing to practice the Old Testa-
ment procedures that have already been fulfilled. It is still wrong to murder, steal,
commit adultery, etc. The Old Testament ruled externally; the New Testament rules
internally. The Old Testament said “Do not murder!” The New Testament believer
does not want to murder. Although he is not under the law, he is not doing something
contrary to Old Testament law.

There are many principles revealed throughout the Old Testament. We must glean
these principles without succumbing to legalism. Tithing is a principle taught through
Abraham and Jacob’s onetime act that was incorporated by God into the law of
Moses. Abraham and Jacob gave of their own volition; the law required tithing. The
New Testament does not reiterate every principle recorded in the law. God expects
those who receive salvation to do even better than those who were under the law.
(Luke 11:42) To teach that tithing is law, and we are not under law, is like saying that



murder, stealing, adultery, etc. were under the law therefore, we are exempt from
these commands of the law.

I cannot imagine a New Testament believer wanting to do less for the Lord than those
under the Old Covenant. The problem with New Testament leaders is they still use
stringent rules to govern congregations. These rules make people legalistic, which
binds them. Jesus came so we could be free. If we are not careful, we will come out
from under one law to go under another one.

Tithing  and offering records should be exclusively used for contribution records,
which are to be distributed for tax purposes at the appropriate time. They should
never be used to control people. Our giving to the Lord is a conscience matter rather
than a legalistic law. I tithe because I want to. I give offerings because I want to. I do
not do less than the law requires; I desire to do more than the law requires. If ten
percent plus offerings was an Old Testament practice, should not New Testament
believers meet and exceed the practice of the Old Testament people?

Mission of the New Testament Church

What Is the Mission of the New Testament Church?

In Mark 16:14-18 and Matthew 28:16-20, Jesus is speaking directly to the eleven
apostles. It appears that this commission is an apostolic mandate; however, the signs
that follow a believer are just that—signs that follow believers, not just apostles.

Ephesians 4:11 is referring to gifted men being given to the saints (literally “sa-
cred”) to perfect them (complete furnishing)—equipping the saints with what they
need to do the work of the ministry. Let’s examine this verse more closely:

“...for (to or into) the work (toil or act) of the ministry (diakonia - service)...” This
statement indicates that each member is to labor in service for the Lord.

“...for (to or into) the edifying (architecture/structure; confirmation) of the body of
Christ...” This statement gives insight into the outcome of doing the work of the
ministry; it structures the Body of Christ.

Ephesians 4:11-12 seems to suggest that the apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor, and
teacher are given to the saints to properly equip them for service that will structure
(put in place the members of) the Body of Christ. When the saints mature and begin
using their gifts and abilities for the Lord, the members of the Body will get into their
proper location and function effectively as they do the Lord’s service.

This process will continue until we are all unified in our faith and knowledge of
Jesus, the Son of God. When this process is consummated, we (the saints) will be a
mature Body that is proportionate to the Head, Jesus.

The immature Church does not do justice to its Head, Jesus. We cause Him to be
abnormal in appearance and function.



An immature body is not established; it can be deceived and persuaded to act inde-
pendently of its Head, Jesus.

Every member of the ekklesia should be joined together and supplying what it has
been designed to supply. Not everyone supplies the same thing. The body is to
function with diversity in unity.

According to I Peter 2:9, we are God’s selected kin; we are kingly priests; we are a
sacred race; and we are preserved people.

The mission of the New Testament Church is to properly represent Jesus and the
kingdom of God. This mandate is accomplished through submission. The various
characters in the New Testament did just that—they represented Jesus and the
kingdom of God. These two things cannot be done without the proclamation and
explanation of God’s Word (the Bible), which may be done one-on-one, or to groups
of people. We must live our lives in agreement with the Word of God and be led by the
Spirit of God.

Conclusion

I trust that the information provided has been both helpful and provocative. It is my
desire to see the Body of Christ functioning as God ordained it to function. As the
Body of Christ, we must continue the ministry that Jesus started in earth. The
present-day ministry of Jesus is dependent upon each member of His Body doing
his/her part daily. Let’s submit our lives, gifts, abilities, and resources to Jesus and
become the New Testament Church that He desires us to be.


