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UNDER THE INFLUENCE

SCRIPTURE READING

Galatians 3:1

O foolish Galatians, who has wrongfully influenced you to disobey the truth?
In your midst and before your eyes, Jesus Christ was declared crucified.

THEME

Everyone is influenced by someone—some with truth and right motives and
some with deception and wrong motives. Therefore, it is imperative that we
guard our hearts against wrong influence. We must attend to the Word and
Spirit of God and obey their instructions, so that we will not submit to wrong
influence that will ultimately damage our relationship with God and hurt
others.

I. INTRODUCTION

A. What or whose influence are you under?

B. In a world of both secular and religious marketing, people are
constantly trying to influence our thoughts and actions.

C. Churches have become a den of thieves. They are stealing by
taking advantage of people both monetarily and spiritually.

D. It is amazing what is purported in the name of God.

E. There is more to addiction than alcohol and drugs. People can
become addicted to traditions and religious antics that appeal to
the flesh and violate the spirit.

F. In a perverted world, we must learn to live unperverted lives by
subjecting ourselves to the influence of God’s Word and His
Spirit.

II. DOMINANT THOUGHTS INFLUENCE ACTIONS

A. Probably, everyone of us has been guilty of allowing other people
to interject thoughts into our minds, which resulted in wrong
actions.
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B. Because thoughts influence us, we must be attentive to what we
are thinking. Wrong thoughts produce wrong actions.

C. What we feed our minds governs our thoughts. What you feed
other people’s minds will try to govern their thoughts.

1. We must stop and consider how the thoughts we are think-
ing will affect other people if we manifest them.

2. Consideration is a major factor when interacting with other
people.

3. Not only should we guard our hearts from negative influ-
ence, but we must also protect other people’s hearts with
our influence.

D. What do you read? What do you watch? What entertains you?
What do you convey to others? Are these things conducive to
spiritual growth? If not, abandon them.

E. What you subject yourself to will ultimately have influence over
you.

III. WORLDLY INFLUENCE

A. In John 17:14-17, Jesus declared that we are in the world, but
we are not of the world.

1. Although we are in the world, we are not to let the world
influence us; we are to influence the world.

2. It is obvious that we are physically in the world, but we are
not to be governed by the systems of the world.

3. The systems of the world include politics, economics, educa-
tion, religion, media, sports, etc.

4. These systems are not to influence our thinking to the point
that we think and act contrary to the ways and will of God.

B. Many Christians are more influenced by the news media than
they are by the Word of God. What a tragedy.

C. Politics, sports and economics consume the conversation of many
professing believers. These things should not be allowed to domi-
nate one who is supposed to be governed by the kingdom of God.
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D. Education has taken the place of spiritual revelation. Christians
are allowing education to influence them to abandoned God’s
truths, morals, and principles.

E. Religion has become the enemy of truth. It denies, defies, and
misinterprets the truth of God’s Word.

F. The modern-day church is more influenced by the world than it
is by the God it professes to represent.

G. Worldly influence has brought about the demise of great na-
tions. When will we wake up and stand up for the kingdom of
God?

H. Most people are under the influence of the world; consequently,
the world rules their lives—another tragedy.

I. If we are not saying and doing what God says and does because
it does not agree with the philosophies of the world, we are
under worldly influence.

IV. GODLY INFLUENCE

A. Godly influence is influence that comes indirectly from God.

B. Godly influence comes from imperfect people who love God and
want others to experience a personal relationship or intimacy
with the Lord.

C. People who influence others to love and serve God are demon-
strating godly influence.

D. Preachers, teachers, and godly saints are to influence people
for the Lord with godly instructions, counsel, ministering through
the gifts of the Spirit, or by being a godly example.

E. Everyone who is born again has had godly influence in his/her
life. Someone led us to Jesus, either through a message, a wit-
ness, a book, or some other method.

F. Godly influence is an outward influence to provoke one to look
inwardly and to live in a way that is pleasing to the Lord.

V. HUMAN INFLUENCE

A. One human influencing another human to think, say, or do
something is human influence.
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B. Human influence is external; the appeal is to the natural man.

C. When Jesus said He would be betrayed by one of His disciples,
Peter asked John to ask Jesus who would betray Him. Peter
asking John to ask Jesus is human influence. (John 13:24-25)

D. Human influence operates daily through family, friends, sales-
men, advertising, lobbyists, etc.

E. Human influence can develop or destroy relationships.

F. Many fights have been started or churches split as a result of
human influence.

G. Many people have made bad decisions because of human influ-
ence.

H. God’s will and ways have been ignored and abandoned because
of human influence.

VI. DEMONIC INFLUENCE

A. Influencing flesh to do ungodly or devious deeds is demonic
influence. This influence comes through thoughts that have been
interjected into our minds as a result of subjecting ourselves to
some form of ungodly influence.

B. When Peter opposed the death of Jesus, he was under demonic
influence, which was working through a friend of Jesus. (Mat-
thew 16:21-23)

C. When Saul persecuted the church, he was under demonic influ-
ence, which was working through religion.

D. Demonic influence opposes the will and ways of God.

E. Demonic influence can progress to obsession, or even posses-
sion.

F. The purpose of godly discipline is to train one to resist demonic
influence.

VII. DIVINE INFLUENCE

A. Divine influence comes from the inside. It does not make an
appeal to the flesh.
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B. Those who believe God’s Word and Spirit more than any other
thing are under divine influence.

C. When the Word or Spirit of God makes an appeal to the inward
man to obey God, divine influence is realized.

D. Jesus lived His earthly life under the divine influence of His
Father.

E. When Peter preached to the crowd on the day of Pentecost, he
was under divine influence. (Acts 2:14-36)

F. One who submits to divine influence is led by the Spirit of God
and governed by the kingdom of God.

VIII. BEHAVIOR REVEALS INFLUENCE

A. The new birth does not exempt one from bad behavior.

B. Christians can be influenced by ungodly advice or instructions.
Their actions will reveal the influence they are under.

C. Peter, a close disciple of Jesus, was influenced to deny Him.
(Matthew 26:34-75)

D. Ungodly contention separated Paul and Barnabas. (Acts 15:36-
39)

E. Each of us must observe our thoughts and actions to avoid any
type of ungodly influence.

F. Media is the single most influential source in the world. Ungodly
media influences most of the people in the world, both saints
and sinners.

G. Both the world and the church have subjected themselves to
ungodly influence, which has proven itself detrimental to both.

IX. IMPOSED INFLUENCE

A. Some influence cannot be avoided, like the influence of a child
who is born and reared in an ungodly environment.

B. Once that child reaches a legal age of maturity, he/she can
reject imposed influence.
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C. Every human being had sin imposed upon him/her because of
Adam’s sin, but we do not have to remain under the influence of
sin.

D. Imposed influence can be overcome by those who dare to do
whatever it takes to become liberated.

E. Making right choices will liberate one from imposed influence.

X. INFLUENCE BY CHOICE

A. Most people choose the influence to which they subject them-
selves.

B. One who subjects himself to the world will be influenced by the
world.

C. One who subjects himself to the desires of his family will be
influenced by his family.

D. One who subjects himself to religious traditions will be influ-
enced by those traditions.

E. One who subjects himself to the Word and Spirit of God will be
influenced by God.

F. Which influence are you choosing? Is it leading you to God or
away from God?

XI. INTOXICATION ALTERS BEHAVIOR

A. One who is intoxicated is under the influence of something that
dramatically changes his/her behavior.

B. An intoxicated person loses control of natural motor skills and
rationality.

C. If you observe one who is under any type of influence, you will
find that natural tendencies change. One will think, say, or do
things that he/she would not have done prior to the influence.

D. This truth applies to all influences; consequently, we must be
extremely cautious not to let others influence us to be anything
other than what God has ordained us to be.

E. We must not become intoxicated with the world, or things per-
taining to the world.
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F. We are to become intoxicated with the Holy Spirit.

G. One who is under the influence of the Holy Spirit will say and
do things that he/she would not do naturally.

H. In Ephesians 5:18, we are told not to be drunk with wine, but to
be filled with the Holy Spirit.

I. God wants His Spirit and Word to influence our behavior just as
alcohol influences the behavior of those who come under its
influence.

J. Divine influence will affect our thinking, speech, and actions in
a very positive way. People will be helped, not harmed by God’s
influence.

K. God desires that we come under the influence of His Word and
Spirit for the benefit of all concerned.

XII. SUMMARY

A. Dominant thoughts influence actions—good or bad.

B. Although we are in the world, we are not to let the world influ-
ence us; we are to influence the world.

C. People who influence others to love and serve God are demon-
strating godly influence.

D. One human influencing another human to think, say, or do
something is human influence.

E. Influencing flesh to do ungodly or devious deeds is demonic
influence.

F. Divine influence comes from the inside. It does not make an
appeal to the flesh. It appeals to the Spirit to obey God.

G. Each of us must observe our thoughts and actions in order to
avoid any type of ungodly influence.

H. Imposed influence can be overcome by those who dare to do
whatever it takes to become liberated.

I. Most people choose the influence to which they subject them-
selves.
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J. Divine influence will affect our thinking, speech, and actions in
a very positive way. People will be helped, not harmed by this
influence.

XII. CONCLUSION

A. Being under the influence is generally used in a negative sense,
but there is a positive influence we should all be under.

B. From the beginning, God wanted humanity to be under His in-
fluence, but the first man and woman chose a different influ-
ence.

C. God never changed His mind. He sent Jesus into the world to
undo what Satan had done.

D. Today, both God and Satan are vying for humanity. Each one
has influence, but each individual chooses the influence to which
he subjects himself.

1. God influences humanity by appealing to the inward man
with His Word and Spirit.

2. Satan influences humanity externally; he appeals to the
flesh with deception and enticement.

3. God appeals with truth. Satan appeals with lies.

4. God invites; Satan tempts.

E. “Under the Influence” is something that cannot be avoided.
Everyone is under the influence of something, or someone.

F. Which influence will you choose? I highly recommend God.

G. People void of spiritual alertness will gravitate toward wrong
influence.

H. Wrong influence will produce a bad outcome; it will lead one a
way from the Lord. Right influence will lead one closer to the
Lord.


