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THE TRUTH ABOUT SIN

SCRIPTURE READING

John 1:29

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Behold the Lamb
of God Who takes away the sin of the world.”

Romans 3:23

Everyone has sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.

Romans 5:20-21

The law was introduced so that the transgressions might increase, but where
sin increased, grace was excessively abundant. So as sin has reigned unto
death, even in this way, grace reigns by righteousness, resulting in eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Romans 6:23

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Hebrews 9:24-26

For Christ did not enter into the holy place constructed by men, which is
symbolic of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of
God for us. Neither does He need to offer Himself many times, as the high
priest who entered into the holy place every year did with the blood of a
substitute. If that were the case, it would have been necessary for Him to have
suffered many times since the founding of the world, but now He has appeared
once, in the end of the age, to put away sin by giving Himself as the sacrifice
for sin.

THEME

There are various schools of thought concerning sin, but very few seem to be
scripturally sound. The purpose of this study is to define sin, to reveal its
consequence, and to disclose the provision that God has made for people to be
free from sin and its consequence. We will also look at sin as a noun and a verb.
The truth about sin is vital, not only concerning eternal life but also regarding
this physical life.
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I. INTRODUCTION

A. In order to learn the truth about sin, we must first understand
how the word sin is used in the Bible.

1. Sin is mentioned four hundred forty-eight (448) times in
the King James Version of the Bible—three hundred thirty-
six (336) times in the Old Testament and one hundred
twelve (112) times in the New Testament.

2. Eleven (11) Hebrew words were translated sin; four (4)
Greek words were translated sin.

B. Jesus used the word sin fifteen (15) times in the gospels.

1. Twelve (12) times He used the Greek word hamartia, (ham-
ar-tee'-ah). It means “a missing of the mark; to sin.”

a. This word refers to a principle or source of action in
contrast to an act.

b. It refers to an inward element that produces the acts.

c. This word is a noun, which identifies an objective, not
an act.

2. Two (2) times He used the Greek word  hamartano (ham-
ar-tan'-o). It means “to miss the mark.” This word refers to
the act of sin; it is a verb.

3. One (1) time He used the Greek word anamartetos (an-am-
ar'-tay-tos). It means “without sin; sinless.” This word is an
adjective.

C. Paul used the word sin forty-five (45) times in the book of
Romans. Forty-four (44) of those times he used the Greek word
hamartia; one (1) time he used the Greek word hamartano.

D. The book of Hebrews uses the word sin twelve (12) times: eleven
(11) times the Greek word hamartia is used; one (1) time the
Greek word hamartano is used.

E. John used the word sin sixteen (16) times in I, II, & III John:
eleven (11) times the Greek word hamartia is used; five (5)
times the Greek word hamartano is used.

F. The Greek word hamartia generally refers to sin as the prin-
ciple, cause, or body.
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G. The Greek word hamartia is used one hundred seventy-five
(175) times in the New Testament (KJV).

H. The Greek word hamartano refers to sin as the act or violation.

I. The Greek word hamartano is used forty-three (43) times in the
New Testament (KJV).

J. From these statistics, we can conclude that most of the scrip-
tural emphasis is on the sin principle rather than the sin acts.

K. Religion has placed practically all of its attention on the sin acts
rather than the sin principle; consequently, most church attenders
have very little knowledge of salvation in its truest sense.

II. WHAT IS SIN

A. The predominant Hebrew word translated as sin is chatta'ah
(khat-taw-aw'); or chatta'th (khat-tawth'). It is defined as “an
offence,” or “an offender.”

B. The secondary Hebrew word translated as sin is chata' (khaw-
taw'). It means “to miss.”

C. The primary Greek word translated as sin is hamartia (ham-ar-
tee'-ah). It means “a missing of the mark; a sin.”

D. The secondary Greek word translated as sin is hamartano (ham-
ar-tan'-o). It means “to miss the mark or “to err.”

E. The American Heritage Dictionary defines sin as “deliberate
disobedience to the known will of God;” however, the Bible speaks
of both willful sins and sins committed in ignorance.

F. Cambridge Dictionaries Online defines sin as “an act of break-
ing a religious law, or such acts considered together.”

G. From these definitions, we can conclude that sin refers to an
offence or an offender.

H. The Bible does not categorize sin; either we hit or miss the
mark.

I. James 4:17 says, “...to him who knows to do good and does not
do it, it is sin.”

J. According to I John 3:4, sin is transgression of the law.
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K. Sin was manifested in earth when Adam disobeyed God’s com-
mand.

III. WHAT IS A SINNER

A. The word sinner is used twenty-one (21) times in the KJV of the
Bible; it is used nine (9) times in the Old Testament and twelve
(12) times in the New Testament.

B. The predominant Hebrew word translated as sinner is chata'
(khaw-taw'), which means “an offence, or an offender.”

C. The Hebrew word chatta'ah (khat-taw-aw') was used one time. It
means “to miss.”

D. The word sinner was translated from the Greek word hamartolos
(ham-ar-to-los') all twelve (12) times that it was used in the
New Testament. It means “sinful.”

E. The American Heritage Dictionary defines sinner as “one who
sins or does wrong; a transgressor.”

F. Cambridge Dictionaries Online defines sinner as “a person who
commits sins.”

G. From these definitions, we can conclude that a sinner is one
who misses the mark. When the mark is missed, an offence has
occurred.

H. It is imperative that we understand sin acts are not what makes
one a sinner. The nature passed down from Adam is what makes
one a sinner; the nature produces the acts.

I. Not everyone who sins is a sinner. Some born-again believers
miss the mark in various areas, but they do not have the sin
nature; therefore, they cannot be classified as sinners.

J. One whose nature desires to gratify the flesh is a sinner.

IV. THE SIN PRINCIPLE

A. From the context of scripture, we learn that sin can refer to the
nature that produces the offence or to the offence itself.

1. The Greek word hamartia is a noun. When this word is
used, it generally relates to the nature or cause that pro-
duces sin acts.
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2. The Greek word hamartano is a verb. When this word is
used, it generally refers to the acts of sin.

3. As stated earlier, the Greek word hamartia is used one
hundred seventy-five (175) times in the New Testament
(KJV).

4. We also stated that the Greek word hamartano is used
forty-three (43) times in the New testament (KJV).

5. The Scriptures place much more attention on the nature
than the acts.

6. The sin nature is the catalyst that causes the sin acts.

B. According to The American Heritage Dictionary, a principle is a
basic truth, law, or assumption.

1. In Romans 7:23 and 25 and Romans 8:2, Paul uses the
phrase “the law of sin.”

2. The basic truth of sin is that it operates through the flesh
and leads to death. (Romans 6:23; Romans 7:5; Romans
8:2; Romans 8:13)

C. Romans 3:10 declares, “There is none righteous, no, not one.”

1. This statement does not say that no one is good; it says that
no one is in rightstanding with God.

2. “No one” means every human being on earth. No one on
earth is born in rightstanding with God.

3. This statement does not apply to those who have been born
again.

D. According to Romans 3:23, everyone has sinned and fallen
short of the glory of God.

1. What constitutes sin? Sin acts? No! Sin nature.

2. Every human being on earth has missed the mark and
fallen short of God’s glory because of his/her Adamic na-
ture, which is a nature dominated by the flesh.

3. Not one person is born in rightstanding with God; conse-
quently, everyone born is a sinner, not because of acts, but
because of descendance.
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E. Romans 5:12 teaches that sin entered into the world through
one man, and death came as a result of sin; consequently, death
was transmitted to everyone because all have sinned.

1. Sin entered into the world through Adam. Everyone who
came forth from Adam was born with the nature of Adam.

2. Every human being is a descendent of Adam; therefore,
every human being is a sinner by descendance.

3. Adam chose disobedience over obedience—carnal nature
over divine nature.

4. Every individual is born with the nature to sin. (You do not
have to teach a child to be disobedient; it comes naturally.)

F. According to Romans 5:19, by one man's disobedience many
were made sinners.

1. According to this verse, it was not acts that made many
sinners; it was one man’s disobedience.

2. Disobedience reproduced a sinful nature that produces sin
acts.

G. Romans 6:6 gives insight into the nature of sin: “Knowing this,
that our old man is crucified with Him so that the body of sin
might be rendered inactive. By rendering the body of sin inac-
tive, we are no longer a slave to sin.”

1. The old man refers to the Adamic nature. In order for sin to
cease, the Adamic nature must be considered dead.

2. The body of sin spoken of in this verse refers to the sin
nature inherited from Adam.

3. Everyone is born in sin; consequently, each one is a slave to
sin. Everyone born has a sin nature; therefore, we must be
born again so that we can receive a new nature. This new
birth occurs when God’s eternal life enters into the heart of
a person, thereby imparting into him/her God’s nature..

H. Romans 6:12 tells us not to allow sin to reign in our mortal
bodies; we must not obey the desires of sin.

1. This verse is not telling us to abstain from sin acts; it is
telling us to suppress the nature of sin.
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2. When the nature is suppressed, the acts will cease.

3. Many try to overcome sin by dealing with acts. This method
cannot work because the nature is what produces the acts.

a. Suppress the nature, and the acts will stop.

b. The nature is suppressed by considering yourself dead
to sin.

E. The sin principle was rendered inactive by removing the law.

1. Where there is no law, there can be no condemning judg-
ment. The law dictates right and wrong. (Romans 4:15)

2. The sin principle is totally dependent upon the law.

3. Without a law, sin has no power. (I Corinthians 15:56)

4. Walking in the Spirit renders the sin principle inactive.

5. Infants are not aware of law; consequently, sin has no power
over them. They are not even aware of their nature. (Ro-
mans 7:9)

F. According to Romans 6:23, the wages of sin is death; therefore,
sin had to be confronted and defeated.

G. God did not do away with the sin principle; He made a way to
escape the sin principle.

V. THE OPERATION OF SIN

A. Sin was in the world before Adam sinned because Satan was in
the world, but sin could not manifest.

B. Sin operates through the physical body; it must have a vehicle
to express itself.

C. Sin originates in the inward man and expresses itself through
the outward man. (Genesis 6:5; Genesis 8:21; Jeremiah 17:9;
Matthew 15:18-20)

D. Sin appeals to the desires of reason and the flesh; it makes its
appeal to the desires of the flesh, the desires of the eyes, and
the pride of life. (Genesis 3:6; I John 2:16)
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1. Reason is logical, rational, and analytical thought; it de-
rives its information from the natural environment

2. One who reasons thinks naturally. (Reason is not spiritual
meditation.)

3. Flesh refers to the physical body and its natural desires.

4. Sin affects the total person—spirit, soul, and body.

C. Sin must have a physical body in order to commit its sinful acts.

D. Satan is the catalyst of sin. He knows how sin operates so he
makes deceptive enticing appeals to humanity through human-
ity.

E. Satan cannot make anyone sin; however, he is a master at
pitting people against themselves or one another. (Romans 7)

F. The nature of sin is to do what is opposite of right.

G. In its rawest form, sin is the opposite of what God desires.

H. Romans 6:12 tells us not to allow sin to reign in our mortal
bodies—do not let it take control. This statement reveals that we
have power over sin.

I. Sin cannot operate in a dead body; therefore, we are commanded
to consider ourselves dead to sin and alive to God. (Romans
6:11)

J. Sin cannot be manifested when it is ignored.

K. In order for sin to operate, it must have an operator.

L. When the operator is rendered inactive, sin becomes inactive.

M. Neither a sleeping body nor a dead body sins; these bodies are
inactive.

VI. THE WAGES OF SIN

A. According to Romans 6:23, the wages of sin is death.

1. It pays to sin, but the payment is death.

2. Sin says, “Serve me, and I will kill you.”
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B. When God told Adam not to eat from the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, He also told him the consequence of disobedi-
ence. (Genesis 2:16-17)

1. The consequence was “dying, you will die.”

2. Adam’s sin was disobedience to God’s command.

3. When Adam ate of the fruit from the tree of knowledge of
good and evil, he did not physically die that day. [Adam
lived to be nine hundred thirty (930) years old.] (Genesis
5:5)

4. God said that the day Adam ate from the tree he would die.
Did God lie? Certainly not!

5. Did Adam die? Yes. He died spiritually. Spiritual death is
separation from eternal life.

a. God permanently removed Adam from the Garden of
Eden, where he had access to the tree of life.

b. Death is the absence of life. Adam was removed from
the garden so that he could not eat from the tree of
life; consequently, he died spiritually because he was
separated from life.

6. Spiritual death eventually led to physical death.

C. Death immediately begins to work in everyone who is born in
earth.

1. From the moment one is born, the aging process that ends
in physical death begins to work in every individual.

2. Death immediately begins looking for the opportunity to
destroy Adam’s seed.

D. According to Hebrews 9:27, everyone must die one time; after-
wards, they will be judged.

1. The physical body, which is mortal and corruptible, must
die.

2. The physical body that commits the sin acts has a death
sentence on it.
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3. Changing the nature does not do away with the body’s
death penalty.

4. Changing the nature assures one of a resurrected, immor-
tal, incorruptible body. (I Corinthians 15:51-54)

E. According to Revelation 2:11, 20:6, 20:14, and 21:8, there is a
second death. The second death refers to eternal separation
from God’s eternal life.

F. One death is certain; the other death is avoidable.

1. The mortal, corruptible body must be done away with.

2. The spirit that dwells in the body must choose between life
and death.

G. Sin demands death. We can accept Jesus, Who has died for our
sin, or we can reject Jesus’ provision and die for our own sin.
The choice is ours.

VII. THE ANTIDOTE FOR SIN

A. Sin and its wages cannot be avoided; they must be satisfied.
Either sin or the sinner must die.

B. God’s plan of redemption for all humanity is absolutely mind-
boggling.

C. God devised a way for sin to be satisfied and for people to live
with Him eternally before He ever created Adam.

D. The penalty of sin (nature) had to be paid, either by each indi-
vidual or a substitute.

E. Just as Adam brought sin (nature) on all humanity, God sent
Jesus into the world to bring righteousness (divine nature) to all
who will believe in Him.

F. Jesus is the antidote for sin; however, in order for an antidote to
work, it must be received.

G. Through type and shadow, chapter sixteen of Leviticus gives
insight into how God dealt with sin.

1. The Israelites were to provide the High Priest with two
goats for a sin offering. (Leviticus 16:5)
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2. The High Priest was to cast lots upon the two goat: one lot
for the Lord, and the other for the scapegoat. (Leviticus
16:8)

3. The goat selected as the Lord’s goat was to be killed and
offered as a sin offering to the Lord; its blood was sprinkled
on the mercy seat. (Leviticus 16:9, 15, 16)

4. The goat selected to be the scapegoat was to be presented
alive to the Lord. The High Priest laid his hands on the
head of the goat and confessed all the sins of the Israelites
over the goat, thereby transferring the sins of the Israelites
onto the head of the goat. Then, the goat was taken to an
uninhabited place in the wilderness that would prevent it
from coming back into the camp of the Israelites. (Leviticus
16:10, 20, 21, 22)

5. Atonement required two goats; one was killed, and the other
was led away from the encampment.

6. Atonement provided both forgiveness and removal of sin.

7. Jesus was crucified as the Lord’s goat that was slain. He
went into the heart of the earth for three days as the
scapegoat bearing the sin of all humanity. Through Jesus’
redemptive act, we have both forgiveness and removal of
sin.

H. Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law through His
crucifixion—the curse of the law was detrimental to the violator.
(Galatians 3:13; Deuteronomy 28:15-68)

I. According to II Corinthians 5:21, God made Jesus sin for us so
that we could be made righteous with God.

J. Acting as the substitute for all humanity, Jesus paid the penalty
of sin by dying for all humanity.

K. Although sin’s penalty has been satisfied, only those who be-
come one with Jesus receive the benefit of Jesus’ sacrifice.

L. Those who reject Jesus must suffer the penalty of sin them-
selves, which is eternal separation from God’s eternal life.

VIII. FREEDOM FROM SIN

A. The power of sin is the law. Where there is no law, there is no
transgression. (I Corinthians 15:56; Romans 4:15)
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B. According to Romans 7:4, we have become dead to the law by
the body of Christ.

C. Sin uses the law to condemn. When the law is removed, there is
no condemning judgment.

D. Sin did not die with Jesus; Jesus died to pay the penalty of sin.

E. Since sin did not die, we must die to sin. We die to sin by iden-
tifying with Jesus’ crucifixion. (Galatians 2:20)

F. When we consider ourselves dead with Jesus, the law, which is
the power of sin, no longer has jurisdiction over us. Where there
is no law there is no violation. (Romans 7:1-4; I Corinthians
15:56)

G. We are freed from sin by dying to the law that reveals sin.
Accusations are ineffective against dead people.

H. John 8:36 teaches that whom the Son sets free is free indeed.

I. I John 3:9 declares, “Everyone who is born of God does not
commit sin because God’s seed remains in him; consequently, he
cannot sin because he is born of God.”

1. One who is born again receives a new nature—the divine
nature of God.

2. Sin is contrary to God’s nature; therefore, the nature of
God does not sin.

3. It is imperative that we die to the Adamic nature and live
according to the nature of God.

4. One who lives by the nature of God is free from sin.

5. James 1:13 teaches that God cannot be tempted with evil;
consequently, those who have the nature of God cannot be
tempted with evil.

6. I John 3:9 refers to the born-again spirit, not the physical
body.

7. I John 2:1-2 refers to the physical body, not the new na-
ture.
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8. It is possible for one who does not know his nature to follow
old programming. For this reason, it is imperative to renew
the mind with the Word of God. (Romans 12:2)

IX. FREEDOM FROM SIN’S CONDEMNATION

A. Many people who have been born again for years still walk
under the condemnation of sin because they are ignorant of
their divine nature.

B. Those who walk under the condemnation of sin are still gov-
erned by law.

C. The law gives sin its power.

1. Sin uses the law to condemn.

2. Take away the law, and there will be no condemning judg-
ment.

D. Religion keeps people under the law while teaching salvation by
grace. What a tragedy!

E. Proverbs 22:6 teaches us to train up a child in the way he
should go. It does not tell us to train a child in the way he should
not go.

1. Religion teaches its converts the way they should not go.

2. We must teach converts the principles and operation of
their new nature—the divine nature of God.

3. The only emphasis we are to put on the Adamic nature is its
death.

F. The blood of Jesus purges our consciences from the dead works
demanded by law. (Hebrews 9:14)

G. To be free from the condemnation of sin, one must be liberated
from the law.

H. God’s plan of salvation for humanity removed the law which
condemns. (Colossians 2:13-14; Romans 8:1-2)

I. Where there is no law, there is no transgression; where there is
no transgression, there is no condemnation.
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J. The woman taken in the act of adultery was set free because
there was no one to represent the law. (John 8:4-11)

1. Jesus removed the condemnation of the law by removing
those who represented the law.

2. Jesus demonstrated grace by not condemning the woman.

K. Jesus has rectified the sin problem by removing the law that
condemns. (John 1:29; Colossians 2:13-14)

L. Walking in the Spirit frees one from the condemnation of sin.
(Romans 8:1-2)

M. Imposing religious laws to govern born-again believers binds
and condemns those whom Jesus has set free.

X. CONSIDER YOURSELF DEAD TO SIN

A. Romans 6:11 teaches us to consider ourselves to be dead to sin,
but alive to God through Jesus Christ.

B. Jesus dealt with the principle and nature of sin; we must deal
with the acts of sin. Our minds must be renewed, and our bodies
must be considered to be dead to sin.

C. Galatians 5:16 instructs us to walk in the Spirit so that we will
not fulfill the desires of the flesh.

D. The physical body has not yet been redeemed; therefore, it must
be kept in subjection to the inward man. (I Corinthians 9:27)

E. Romans 8:13 reveals the need to mortify (kill) the deeds (prac-
tices) of the body so that we can live.

F. Romans 12:1-2 teaches us to present our bodies and renew our
minds.

1. The inward man is to present the outward man to the Lord;
it is to be blameless and agreeable to God.

2. Our minds are to be renewed with the Word of God.

3. James 1:21 tells us to receive with meekness the implanted
Word of God, which is able to save our souls.
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4. Although the nature of sin has been rendered inactive, the
unredeemed body must be governed so that it does not
follow old practices.

5. Renewing the mind with the Word of God prevents old
programming from influencing the body to follow the old
nature that has been rendered inactive.

6. The word renewing was translated from the Greek word
anakainosis (an-ak-ah'-ee-no-sis). It is defined as “renova-
tion,” which means “to restore to an earlier condition.”

7. The “earlier condition” is God’s original intent. He created
man to think like Him. (I Corinthians 2:16)

XI. ADAMIC NATURE

A. Adamic nature refers to the nature of Adam after the fall.

B. Before the fall, Adam lived in perfect harmony with God.

1. He lived in an ideal environment that God had developed
for him.

2. Adam placed no attention on the flesh; he did not even
know that he was naked.

3. He lived from the spirit, not the flesh.

C. When the woman, whom God had custom built for him, offered
him fruit from the forbidden tree, he made a deliberate decision
to act independently of God.

D. His decision to follow a natural inclination charted the course
for all humanity; satisfying the flesh has now become the focus.

E. The Adamic nature is a carnal nature. A carnal nature is one
that places its attention on the physical part of man, which
leads to disobedience.

F. Adam’s disobedience brought forth the revelation of good and
evil. Prior to his fall, Adam lived in innocence.

G. Adam’s disobedience came from within; he thought, then acted
on what he thought.

1. All disobedience comes from within; if you do not think it,
you will not do it.
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2. Disobedience is a decision.

3. Adam chose to satisfy the desire of the outward man and to
ignore the inward man.

4. Prior to this decision, Adam had walked in the spirit so he
had not fulfilled the desires of the flesh. (Galatians 5:16)

5. One who does not pay attention to the flesh will not sin.

6. Adam’s total being was involved in his act of disobedience:
his spirit let his flesh dominate; his soul (mind-will-emo-
tions) acted independently of God; and his body carried out
the act of sin.

H. Adam was given one rule—Do Not Eat of the tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil. (Genesis 2:16-17)

1. Violation of the rule brought judgment upon Adam.

2. His violation of the rule produced condemnation.

a. No one told him he was naked; his violation exposed
him.

b. No one had to tell him he disobeyed God; he knew he
had disobeyed.

c. Later, when God came to commune with Adam, he hid.
God did not tell Adam what he had done; He asked
Adam what he had done. (Genesis 3:8-11)

I. The nature of Adam is to satisfy the desires of the physical
body; the nature of God is to be led by the Spirit.

J. One’s thought life determines the nature to which one yields.
What you focus on grows.

K. The Adamic nature follows the flesh; the divine nature follows
the Spirit.

L. One who does not follow the divine nature will follow the prac-
tices of the Adamic nature. There is no neutral zone.

M. Walking in the flesh (following the Adamic nature) activates
sin; walking in the Spirit renders sin inactive.
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XII. THE TWO TREES IN THE GARDEN

A. When God planted the Garden of Eden, He placed two notable
trees in the garden: the tree of life and the tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil.

B. Adam chose between the two trees; he made the wrong choice.

C. Adam allowed his physical senses and reasoning to lead him; he
followed the external body instead of the internal spirit.

D. Like Adam, every individual must choose between following the
external or the internal being.

1. Those who choose to follow the desires of the physical being
(body) will be governed by sin.

2. Those who follow the internal being (spirit) will be gov-
erned by righteousness.

E. Metaphorically, there are the two trees in every individual’s
life: self and Jesus—flesh and Spirit.

1. One who pursues self/flesh is a sinner by nature.

2. One who pursues Jesus/Spirit becomes a saint by nature.

F. No one can avoid choosing between self and God. The decision
we make will dramatically affect our course of life.

G. Both Moses and Joshua gave the nation of Israel the choice
between death and life. These leaders recommended life, but in
reality, the Israelites chose the way of death. (Deuteronomy
30:15-20; Joshua 24:14-27)

H. We must learn from the mistakes of others; if we ignore the
Scriptures, we will repeat the pattern.

XIII. OVERVIEW

A. The sin problem was resolved by Jesus.

B. The existing sinner problem, which are acts of the body (not the
nature), is resolved by renewing the mind.

C. Jesus dealt with the principle and nature of sin; we must deal
with the acts of sin.
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D Jesus dealt with the spiritual nature; we must deal with the
carnal nature programming by considering ourselves dead to it.

E. Deny the flesh, and the acts will cease. If you do not think it, you
will not do it.

F. Generally speaking, when Jesus spoke of sin, He was referring
to the cause, not the act of sin. The cause produces the act.

G. Jesus dealt with the cause of sin. He died to abolish the cause.

H. When we renew our minds to realize that the cause is rendered
inactive, we will stop the acts.

I. An unrenewed mind follows the programming of the old sin
nature, which, in reality, has been rendered inactive.

J. A renewed mind realizes that the nature of God is one’s new
source of information; consequently, the old nature is aban-
doned.

K. II Corinthians 5:17 refers to the new birth of the spirit; Romans
12:2 refers to the carnal programming that must be replaced.

L. The new birth provides a new nature. Renewing the mind eradi-
cates the programming of the old nature.

M. The bodies of those who are born again are victims of the former
sin nature; therefore, our minds must be reprogrammed to keep
the body from sinning.

1. We must learn to think like God. We learn to think like God
by subjecting ourselves to His Word, which is His thoughts.

2. Like one who has been abused or violated in any way, we
must renew our minds so that we do not think on the past.

3. If you think in the past, you will live in the past.

4. Learning is a process; unlike the new birth, it does not
occur instantly.

N. Through the knowledge of Jesus, we partake of the divine na-
ture that has been provided for us through Jesus. (II Peter 1:4)

O. Grace and peace are multiplied to us through the knowledge of
God and our Lord Jesus Christ. (II Peter 1:2)
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P. All things that pertain to life and godliness are given to us, but
these things come through knowledge of Jesus. (II Peter 1:3)

Q. The exceedingly great and precious promises that come as a
result of our knowledge of Jesus and His redemptive work allow
us to become partakers of the divine nature. (II Peter 1:4)

R. Being born again does not mean that God’s nature automati-
cally operates through the new convert; it means that the poten-
tial for God’s nature to operate is present. The fruit of the Spirit
must be produced.

1. As newborn babies, we are to desire the sincere milk of the
word so that we can grow. (I Peter 2:2)

2. According to II Peter 3:18, we are to grow in grace and in
the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

3. Divine nature must be developed in a person, just as the
human nature was developed.

S. Most Christians walk according to the flesh. Generally speak-
ing, Christians think naturally, not spiritually.

T. Galatians 5:16 instructs us to walk in the Spirit so that we will
not fulfill the desires of the flesh.

U. Most of the Christians’ plans and activities are designed to
gratify the flesh instead of pleasing God.

1. Much of the ministry that occurs in church or other Chris-
tian settings is geared to the natural, not the spiritual.

2. Many ministers have wrong motives in ministering.

a. Their ministering is self-gratifying rather than God-
centered.

b. They are focused on what it does for them instead of
what it does for the people to whom they are minister-
ing.

c. Ministry becomes something that pleases them instead
of something that pleases God.

V. Flesh or spirit? Heaven or hell? The choice is ours.
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W. Revelation 21:8 states that the fearful, unbelieving, abominable,
murderers, whoremongers, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars will
have their part in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone
(sulfur), which is the second death.

1. This verse refers to people, not the acts of people.

2. Too often, we read into scripture things that are not there.

3. Eight types of people are mentioned in this verse. Three of
the words used are adjectives, which describe the people;
the other five words are nouns, which identify the people.

4. Because of their nature, these people produce sin.

5. These people will experience eternal torment because of
their nature.

X. The nature, not the acts, causes one to be eternally separated
from God’s life.

Y The religious system has focused on the acts rather than na-
ture; consequently, there are many good sinners in the church
today. They do good, but they are not intrinsically good; their
nature has not changed.

Z. These people have been taught to do good works, with little-to-no
concept of being right internally.

1. God’s emphasis is on being. According to Acts 1:8, the Holy
Spirit gives one the power to be.

2. The Holy Spirit leads and empowers us to manifest the
nature of God.

AA. People do not go to heaven or hell because of what they do; they
go because of who they are.

BB. God’s kingdom manifests in the one who is “being.”

1. If one’s being is right, his doing will be right.

2. It is imperative that we understand who we are.

3. What one does is not necessarily who he/she is. One can
sow seed and not be a farmer; however, if one is truly a
farmer, he will sow seed. (I John 2:1)
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a. One with a carnal, Adamic nature can do good things,
but ultimately, he/she is going to please the flesh.

b. Conversely, one who is born again can do bad things if
he/she does not keep his/her attention on the Spirit;
however, one’s bad deeds do not determine who he/
she is.

CC. According to Romans 6:2, one who accepts Jesus Christ as his
Savior and Lord is dead to sin. The sin referred to is nature: the
sin nature is rendered inactive.

1. The sin nature manifests itself through the soul—the mind,
will, and emotions—and consummates its acts through the
body. (Jeremiah 17:9; Matthew 15:19; Mark 7:20-23)

2. The new birth renders the body or nature of sin inactive;
however, it does not do away with the temptation to sin.

3. Renewing the mind eradicates the effects of the old nature,
which has been programmed into the mind.

4. The programming of the past must be abolished; therefore,
it is imperative that the mind be renewed.

DD. Romans 6:6 declares that our old man is crucified with Jesus so
that the body of sin might be rendered inactive.

1. Once the body of sin is rendered inactive, we are not obli-
gated to serve sin.

2. The body of sin is the carnal nature of an individual.

3. Carnality is defined as pertaining to the flesh; spirituality
is defined as pertaining to the Spirit.

EE. Our spirit-man is born-again; it is new.

FF. Our minds must be renewed to follow the new man.

GG. Our bodies are vehicles that manifest either the nature of God
or the carnal nature, which is the sin nature.

HH. It is the nature of those who have their attention on the flesh to
sin. (Galatians 5:16)

II. Their nature is not produced by what they do; they do what they
do because of their nature. Their nature is to sin.
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JJ. The nature of those who have their attention on the Spirit is to
be righteous.

KK. One does not become righteous because of what he does; he does
right because he is righteous. It is his nature to do right.

LL. Because everyone came forth from Adam, everyone is a sinner
by descendance.

MM. Everyone who is born again is righteous because Jesus is sinless;
we are righteous because of our descendance.

NN. According to Romans 5:13, sin is not imputed (charged or cred-
ited) where there is no law.

OO. According to Romans 7:1-4, those who have received Jesus as
their Savior and Lord are dead to the law. We must consider our
bodies dead to sin. Neither sin nor the law has jurisdiction over
a dead person.

PP. Believers are one with Jesus—we are married to Him; therefore,
we share His benefits.

QQ. Jesus is sinless; therefore, those who are one with Jesus are
sinless.

1. We are sinless, not sinful; however, our minds must be re-
newed so that we do not identify with sin.

2. An unrenewed mind identifies with sin; a renewed mind
identifies with righteousness.

RR. According to Hebrews 10:26, Jesus was manifested in earth to
cancel sin by yielding Himself as the sacrifice for sin.

1. Sin has been annulled through the sacrifice of Jesus. We
are no longer married to sin. The Son has made us free.

2. Although we have been liberated from sin, an unrenewed
mind can deceive us into remaining in captivity to sin.

3. Knowing who we are in Jesus is an absolute necessity.

a. In Jesus, we have a divine nature—God’s nature.

b. Carnality operates through the flesh; therefore, we must
consider ourselves dead to the flesh and alive to the
Spirit of God within us.
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SS. According to Hebrews 10:17, God says that He will not remem-
ber our sins and violations.

TT. Not only has Jesus forgiven our sins, but He has also removed
them.

UU. The sin problem was resolved by Jesus; the sin acts problem is
resolved by renewing the mind.

XIV. SUMMARY

A. Sin is missing the mark. One who misses the mark sins.

B. A sinner is a person who has the nature to sin.

C. The sin principle reveals sin’s intent. Sin seeks servants to
manifest its acts with the intent to kill all who obey it.

D. Although sin originates inwardly through thought, it does not
become sin until it violates the law.

E. Sin must have a body in order to manifest itself.

F. Sin pays those who serve it with death.

G. Jesus is the antidote for sin.

H. We become free from sin by dying to the law.

I. The power of sin is the law. Remove the law, and all condemning
judgment is removed.

J. We must consider ourselves dead to sin and alive to righteous-
ness.

K. We must die to the Adamic nature so that we can live by the
divine nature of God.

L. Life and death have been set before us. If we choose to follow
the dictates of the flesh, we will die; if we choose to be led by the
Spirit, we will live eternally.

XV. CONCLUSION

A. Both the flesh and spirit desire to reproduce. The one with
whom we are intimate will produce fruit.
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1. One who is intimate with his senses will produce after the
flesh.

2. One who is intimate with the spirit will produce after the
spirit.

B. The law activates sin; faith activates grace.

C. We access sin by the law; we access grace by faith.

D. The conscience is purged from dead works by removing the law.

E. The law governs the flesh, not the spirit. (I Timothy 1:9)

F. We must distinguish between the duties of the flesh and the
desires of the flesh.

G. The body does not sin when it is sleeping; neither does it sin
when it is considered to be dead to sin.

H. Those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God;
those who are led by the flesh are the children Adam. (Romans
8:14)

I. One is not a sinner because of what one does; one is a sinner
because of what Adam did. Conversely, one is not righteous
because of what one does; one is righteous because of what
Jesus has done.

1. Because of Adam’s disobedience, we inherited sin.

2. Because of Jesus’ obedience, we inherit righteousness.

3. According to Ephesians 2:3, those who have not been born
again are children of wrath by nature, not acts.

J. The truth about sin is that it issues forth from one’s nature and
carries out its desires through one’s physical body. Sin is, there-
fore, a nature problem that is rectified by accepting Jesus Christ
as one’s Lord and Savior.

K It is imperative for one to renew his/her mind with the Word of
God so that he/she can know and become operationally profi-
cient in his/her new nature—the nature of God.


