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JEZEBEL

SCRIPTURE READING

I Kings 16:29-34 (NKJV)

In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab the son of Omri became
king over Israel; and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria
twenty-two years. Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD,
more than all who were before him. And it came to pass, as though it had been
a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that
he took as wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians; and he
went and served Baal and worshiped him. Then he set up an altar for Baal in
the temple of Baal, which he had built in Samaria. And Ahab made a wooden
image. Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger than all the
kings of Israel who were before him. In his days Hiel of Bethel built Jericho.
He laid its foundation with Abiram his firstborn, and with his youngest son
Segub he set up its gates, according to the word of the LORD, which He had
spoken through Joshua the son of Nun.

I Kings 18:1-14 (NKJV)

And it came to pass after many days that the word of the LORD came to
Elijah, in the third year, saying, “Go, present yourself to Ahab, and I will send
rain on the earth.” So Elijah went to present himself to Ahab; and there was
a severe famine in Samaria. And Ahab had called Obadiah, who was in charge
of his house. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly. For so it was, while
Jezebel massacred the prophets of the LORD, that Obadiah had taken one
hundred prophets and hidden them, fifty to a cave, and had fed them with
bread and water.) And Ahab had said to Obadiah, “Go into the land to all the
springs of water and to all the brooks; perhaps we may find grass to keep the
horses and mules alive, so that we will not have to kill any livestock.” So they
divided the land between them to explore it; Ahab went one way by himself,
and Obadiah went another way by himself. Now as Obadiah was on his way,
suddenly Elijah met him; and he recognized him, and fell on his face, and said,
“Is that you, my lord Elijah?” And he answered him, “It is I. Go, tell your
master, ‘Elijah is here.' ” So he said, “How have I sinned, that you are deliver-
ing your servant into the hand of Ahab, to kill me? As the LORD your God
lives, there is no nation or kingdom where my master has not sent someone to
hunt for you; and when they said, ‘He is not here,' he took an oath from the
kingdom or nation that they could not find you. And now you say, ‘Go, tell your
master, “Elijah is here!” ’ And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from
you, that the Spirit of the LORD will carry you to a place I do not know; so
when I go and tell Ahab, and he cannot find you, he will kill me.
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But I your servant have feared the LORD from my youth. Was it not reported
to my lord what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the LORD, how I hid
one hundred men of the LORD's prophets, fifty to a cave, and fed them with
bread and water? And now you say, ‘Go, tell your master, “Elijah is here.” ' He
will kill me!”

I Kings 19:1-4 (NKJV)

And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, also how he had executed all
the prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying,“So
let the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make your life as the life of one
of them by tomorrow about this time.” And when he saw that, he arose and
ran for his life, and went to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his
servant there. But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and
came and sat down under a broom tree. And he prayed that he might die, and
said, “It is enough! Now, LORD, take my life, for I am no better than my
fathers!”

I Kings 21:1-26 (NKJV)

And it came to pass after these things that Naboth the Jezreelite had a vine-
yard which was in Jezreel, next to the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. So
Ahab spoke to Naboth, saying, “Give me your vineyard, that I may have it for
a vegetable garden, because it is near, next to my house; and for it I will give
you a vineyard better than it. Or, if it seems good to you, I will give you its
worth in money.” But Naboth said to Ahab, “The LORD forbid that I should
give the inheritance of my fathers to you!” So Ahab went into his house sullen
and displeased because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to
him; for he had said, “I will not give you the inheritance of my fathers.” And
he lay down on his bed, and turned away his face, and would eat no food. But
Jezebel his wife came to him, and said to him, “Why is your spirit so sullen
that you eat no food?” He said to her, “Because I spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite,
and said to him, ‘Give me your vineyard for money; or else, if it pleases you,
I will give you another vineyard for it.' And he answered, ‘I will not give you
my vineyard.' ” Then Jezebel his wife said to him, “You now exercise author-
ity over Israel! Arise, eat food, and let your heart be cheerful; I will give you
the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.” And she wrote letters in Ahab's name,
sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters to the elders and the nobles
who were dwelling in the city with Naboth. She wrote in the letters, saying,
“Proclaim a fast, and seat Naboth with high honor among the people; and seat
two men, scoundrels, before him to bear witness against him, saying, ‘You
have blasphemed God and the king.’ Then take him out, and stone him, that he
may die.” So the men of his city, the elders and nobles who were inhabitants
of his city, did as Jezebel had sent to them, as it was written in the letters
which she had sent to them. They proclaimed a fast, and seated Naboth with
high honor among the people. And two men, scoundrels, came in and sat
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before him; and the scoundrels witnessed against him, against Naboth, in the
presence of the people, saying, “Naboth has blasphemed God and the king!”
Then they took him outside the city and stoned him with stones, so that he
died. Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, “Naboth has been stoned and is dead.”
And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned and was
dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, “Arise, take possession of the vineyard of
Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give you for money; for Naboth is
not alive, but dead.” So it was, when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that
Ahab got up and went down to take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the
Jezreelite. Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying,
“Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who lives in Samaria. There he is,
in the vineyard of Naboth, where he has gone down to take possession of it.
You shall speak to him, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Have you murdered and
also taken possession?” ' And you shall speak to him, saying, ‘Thus says the
LORD: “In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth, dogs shall lick your
blood, even yours.” ' ” So Ahab said to Elijah,“Have you found me, O my
enemy?” And he answered, “I have found you, because you have sold yourself
to do evil in the sight of the LORD: ‘Behold, I will bring calamity on you. I will
take away your posterity, and will cut off from Ahab every male in Israel,
both bond and free. I will make your house like the house of Jeroboam the son
of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, because of the
provocation with which you have provoked Me to anger, and made Israel sin.'
And concerning Jezebel the LORD also spoke, saying, ‘The dogs shall eat Je-
zebel by the wall of Jezreel.' The dogs shall eat whoever belongs to Ahab and
dies in the city, and the birds of the air shall eat whoever dies in the field.”
But there was no one like Ahab who sold himself to do wickedness in the sight
of the LORD, because Jezebel his wife stirred him up. And he behaved very
abominably in following idols, according to all that the Amorites had done,
whom the LORD had cast out before the children of Israel.

II Kings 9:4-37 (NKJV)

So the young man, the servant of the prophet, went to Ramoth Gilead. And
when he arrived, there were the captains of the army sitting; and he said, “I
have a message for you, Commander.” Jehu said, “For which one of us?” And
he said, “For you, Commander.” Then he arose and went into the house. And
he poured the oil on his head, and said to him,“Thus says the LORD God of
Israel: ‘I have anointed you king over the people of the LORD, over Israel. You
shall strike down the house of Ahab your master, that I may avenge the blood
of My servants the prophets, and the blood of all the servants of the LORD, at
the hand of Jezebel. For the whole house of Ahab shall perish; and I will cut
off from Ahab all the males in Israel, both bond and free. So I will make the
house of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house
of Baasha the son of Ahijah. The dogs shall eat Jezebel on the plot of ground
at Jezreel, and there shall be none to bury her.' ” And he opened the door and
fled.
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Then Jehu came out to the servants of his master, and one said to him, “Is all
well? Why did this madman come to you?” And he said to them, “You know
the man and his babble.” And they said, “A lie! Tell us now.” So he said, “Thus
and thus he spoke to me, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD: “I have anointed you
king over Israel.” ' ” Then each man hastened to take his garment and put it
under him on the top of the steps; and they blew trumpets, saying, “Jehu is
king!” So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi, conspired against
Joram. (Now Joram had been defending Ramoth Gilead, he and all Israel,
against Hazael king of Syria. But King Joram had returned to Jezreel to
recover from the wounds which the Syrians had inflicted on him when he
fought with Hazael king of Syria.) And Jehu said, “If you are so minded, let no
one leave or escape from the city to go and tell it in Jezreel.” So Jehu rode in
a chariot and went to Jezreel, for Joram was laid up there; and Ahaziah king
of Judah had come down to see Joram. Now a watchman stood on the tower in
Jezreel, and he saw the company of Jehu as he came, and said, “I see a
company of men.” And Joram said, “Get a horseman and send him to meet
them, and let him say, ‘Is it peace?' ” So the horseman went to meet him, and
said, “Thus says the king: ‘Is it peace?' ” And Jehu said, “What have you to do
with peace? Turn around and follow me.” So the watchman reported, saying,
“The messenger went to them, but is not coming back.” Then he sent out a
second horseman who came to them, and said, “Thus says the king: ‘Is it
peace?' ” And Jehu answered, “What have you to do with peace? Turn around
and follow me.” So the watchman reported, saying, “He went up to them and
is not coming back; and the driving is like the driving of Jehu the son of
Nimshi, for he drives furiously!” Then Joram said, “Make ready.” And his
chariot was made ready. Then Joram king of Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah
went out, each in his chariot; and they went out to meet Jehu, and met him on
the property of Naboth the Jezreelite. Now it happened, when Joram saw
Jehu, that he said, “Is it peace, Jehu?” So he answered, “What peace, as long
as the harlotries of your mother Jezebel and her witchcraft are so many?”
Then Joram turned around and fled, and said to Ahaziah, “Treachery, Ahazi-
ah!” Now Jehu drew his bow with full strength and shot Jehoram between his
arms; and the arrow came out at his heart, and he sank down in his chariot.
Then Jehu said to Bidkar his captain, “Pick him up, and throw him into the
tract of the field of Naboth the Jezreelite; for remember, when you and I were
riding together behind Ahab his father, that the LORD laid this burden upon
him: ‘Surely I saw yesterday the blood of Naboth and the blood of his sons,'
says the LORD, ‘and I will repay you in this plot,' says the LORD. Now there-
fore, take and throw him on the plot of ground, according to the word of the
LORD.” But when Ahaziah king of Judah saw this, he fled by the road to Beth
Haggan. So Jehu pursued him, and said, “Shoot him also in the chariot.” And
they shot him at the Ascent of Gur, which is by Ibleam. Then he fled to
Megiddo, and died there. And his servants carried him in the chariot to Jerus-
alem, and buried him in his tomb with his fathers in the City of David. In the
eleventh year of Joram the son of Ahab, Ahaziah had become king over Judah.
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Now when Jehu had come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she put paint on
her eyes and adorned her head, and looked through a window. Then, as Jehu
entered at the gate, she said,“Is it peace, Zimri, murderer of your master?
And he looked up at the window, and said, “Who is on my side? Who?” So two
or three eunuchs looked out at him. Then he said, “Throw her down.” So they
threw her down, and some of her blood spattered on the wall and on the
horses; and he trampled her underfoot. And when he had gone in, he ate and
drank. Then he said, “Go now, see to this accursed woman, and bury her, for
she was a king's daughter.” So they went to bury her, but they found no more
of her than the skull and the feet and the palms of her hands. Therefore they
came back and told him. And he said, “This is the word of the LORD, which He
spoke by His servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, ‘On the plot of ground at
Jezreel dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel; and the corpse of Jezebel shall be
as refuse on the surface of the field, in the plot at Jezreel, so that they shall
not say, “Here lies Jezebel.” ' ”

Revelation 2:18-23 (NKJV)

“And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, ‘These things says the Son
of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass: “I know
your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works, the
last are more than the first. Nevertheless I have a few things against you,
because you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to
teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things
sacrificed to idols. And I gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and
she did not repent. Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit
adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. I
will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He
who searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you accord-
ing to your works.” ’ ”

I. INTRODUCTION

A. There are various thoughts and ideas concerning Jezebel; how-
ever, only those drawn from the scriptures are accurate and
legitimate.

B. In order to understand how Jezebel operates today, we must
understand how the woman Jezebel operated.

C. To accurately understand how Jezebel operated, we must look
at all the scripture references related to her.
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D. It is not my intent to argue gender; however, I must use the
gender the scriptures use. Speculation of gender is neither
healthy nor necessary. Whether male or female, we must not
submit to any influence that would lead us away from the pur-
pose of God. Every reference to Jezebel in the Bible, both Old
and New Testaments, speaks of this person in the female gen-
der; therefore, we will follow this pattern in our study.

E. One who feels that he or she is under the influence of Jezebel or
Ahab should seek deliverance. Deliverance can only come when
one submits to the Lord Jesus Christ.

F. Jezebel is often described as one who seduces another into sex-
ual sins, but we must realize that the primary objective of Je-
zebel is to turn people from following the true God.

II. PROFILE OF JEZEBEL

A. Although the meaning of the name “Jezebel” is not certain, it is
believed to mean either “unexalted,” “unhusbanded,” “free from
carnal connection,” or “noncohabited.”

1. None of these definitions seems to fit the character of Je-
zebel, yet she is depicted as extremely independent.

2. If any of these definitions is accurate, the name “Jezebel”
hides the true character of the woman, which is consistent
with the way Jezebel operates today.

3. Jezebel never reveals her true identity and intent to those
whom she seeks to use for her advantage.

B. Jezebel was the daughter of Ethbaal (with Baal), king of the
Sidonians. She was a princess by birth and a queen by mar-
riage.

C. Although she descended from a royal family, Jehu referred to
her as a “cursed woman.”

D. Jezebel was a woman of great influence and control; four hun-
dred fifty prophets of Baal and four hundred prophets of Ash-
toreth ate at her table.

E. She opposed God’s representatives to Israel and killed many of
them.
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F. She encouraged her husband to rebel against God.

III. PROFILE OF AHAB

A. The name Ahab means “father’s brother.”

B. Ahab walked in the idolatrous sins of Jeroboam.

C. He treated idolatry as a trivial thing; he even married Jezebel,
the daughter of a man whose name means “with Baal.”

D. Ahab served Baal (the chief god of the Canaanites and Phoeni-
cians); he worshipped Baal and set up an altar for him in the
temple of Baal that he built in Samaria, the capitol city of Isra-
el.

E. He also made a wooden image to Ashtoreth (the chief goddess
of the Canaanites and Phoenicians).

F. He yielded himself to do evil by going after idols in the vilest
manner.

G. Ahab did more to provoke God to anger than all the previous
kings of Israel.

H. Incited by his wife Jezebel, Ahab gave himself to wickedness.

IV. CHARACTERISTICS OF JEZEBEL

A. She is controlling; this control can be exercised either overtly
or covertly.

1. In the Church, she often operates covertly.

2. She may be as deceptive as a wolf in sheep’s clothing.
(Matthew 7:15; II Corinthians 11:12-15)

B. She is not adaptable; she is stubborn.

C. She is manipulative and deceptive. Outwardly, it may appear
that she is legitimate, but inwardly, she has evil intent.

D. She is slanderous, which is oral communication of false state-
ments injurious to a person’s reputation. (Example: Naboth)
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E. She fabricates lies for the destruction of others. (Example: false
witnesses against Naboth)

F. Her ultimate goal is to lead people away from God. She does not
want people to be led by the Spirit because the Spirit will ex-
pose her for who she is.

G. She threatens and attempts to kill those who are inspired by
God to speak on His behalf. (Example: Elijah)

H. She is seductive. (The primary definition of seduce is to lead
away from duty, accepted principles, or proper conduct.)

 I. She befriends others for her own advantage.

J. She likes to be seen as important and needed.

K. She uses her position (Queen) to influence others, especially
authorities.

L. She does not respect the rights or morals of others, especially
authorities.

             M. In order to accomplish her goal, Jezebel needs an Ahab. (An
Ahab is one who will go along with her plans and schemes and
allow her to use his authority to accomplish them.)

N. She takes advantage of others.

              O. She mocks and accuses the one who comes to destroy her. She
is defiant. (II Kings 9:30-31)

V. CHARACTERISTICS OF AHAB

A. He is weak in direct confrontation. His nature is to yield, not
resist. (I Kings 21:1-7)

B. He is irresponsible with his authority. He allows others to use
his authority to make decisions. (I Kings 21:8)

C. He yields to Jezebel, even when he knows that what she is
doing is not right.

D. He tells Jezebel what God’s messenger does; he is an infor-
mant.
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VI. CONTRAST BETWEEN JEZEBEL, AHAB, AND ELIJAH

A. Jezebel seeks to turn people from God’s purpose to pursue her
own purpose. Often, this desire is accomplished in a subtle way.
Sometimes it is accomplished in an intimidating or threatening
manner.

B. Ahab takes the path of least resistance for self-preservation.

C. Elijah turns the hearts of the fathers to their children and the
hearts of the children to their fathers.

D. Jezebel is brazen; Ahab is passive; Elijah is bold.

E. Jezebel is vicious toward righteousness and submissive to evil;
Ahab is cowardly  toward righteousness and submissive to evil;
Elijah is submissive to righteousness and adamantly against
evil.

F. Jezebel speaks lies and deceit; Ahab speaks his desires and
griefs; Elijah speaks the word of God.

VII. THE EFFECTS OF JEZEBEL

A. Jezebel produces dissension, fear, discouragement, self-doubt,
and confusion.

B. Jezebel appeals to those who are weaker than she to unify,
thereby forming a majority against those she opposes. Through
her influence, she attempts to become the majority.

C. Jezebel is always detrimental to the entity in which she oper-
ates.

D. When Jezebel is allowed to operate, division and destruction
are inevitable. She is a very formidable opponent.

VIII. THE DESTINY OF JEZEBEL

A. God called for the death of Jezebel; however, we learn from
Revelation 2:21 that God does give her time to repent.

B. Because Jezebel will not repent, she is destroyed.

C. She is so utterly destroyed that only her skull, feet, and hands
remain, which is a reminder of her thoughts, ways, and works
that even the dogs refused.
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D. Not only is Jezebel destroyed, but what she produces is also
destined to be destroyed.

       IX. SUMMARY

A. Jezebel was the daughter of a king and married a king.

B. She is called a “cursed woman.”

C. She opposes the servants of God until she is destroyed.

D. Jezebel uses her influence to gain control of the authorities.

E. Jezebel operates both overtly and covertly.

F. The characteristics of Jezebel reveal her as a conniving, mali-
cious, self-centered person.

X. CONCLUSION

A. Without an Ahab, Jezebel is powerless.

B. Jezebel seeks out those who will listen and stand with her.

C. Jezebel targets the character of a person; defamation of char-
acter is her greatest tool.

D. Jezebel’s strength and demise both come through submission.

1. When people submit their authority to Jezebel, she gains
strength and can do great damage.

2. When people submit to the Word and Spirit of God, Jezebel
has no avenue in which to operate.

E. Each individual is responsible for keeping the door closed to
Jezebel.

F. God does not accuse, slander, or gossip; neither should the chil-
dren of God.

G. One who succumbs to Jezebel’s tactics places himself in opposi-
tion to the will and purpose of God.

H. In His mercy, God gives opportunity for repentance. Those who
refuse to repent and continue to follow the ways of Jezebel will
be destroyed.


