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GIDEON'S ARMY

SCRIPTURE READING

Judges 6:1-6

And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord: and the Lord delivered
them into the hand of Midian seven years. And the hand of Midian prevailed
against Israel: and because of the Midianites the children of Israel made them
the dens which are in the mountains, and caves, and strongholds.  And so it
was, when Israel had sown, that the Midianites came up, and the Amalekites,
and the children of the east, even they came up against them; And they
encamped against them, and destroyed the increase of the earth, till thou come
unto Gaza, and left no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass.
For they came up with their cattle and their tents, and they came as
grasshoppers for multitude; for both they and their camels were without
number: and they entered into the land to destroy it.  And Israel was greatly
impoverished because of the Midianites; and the children of Israel cried out
unto the Lord.

Judges 7:1-7

Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the people that were with him, rose up
early, and pitched beside the well of Harod: so that the host of the Midianites
were on the north side of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley. And the Lord
said unto Gideon, The people that are with thee are too many for me to give
the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me,
saying, Mine own hand hath saved me. Now therefore go to, proclaim in the
ears of the people, saying, Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let him return and
depart early from mount Gilead.  And there returned of the people twenty and
two thousand; and there remained ten thousand.  And the Lord said unto
Gideon, The people are yet too many; bring them down unto the water, and I
will try them for thee there: and it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, This
shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I say unto
thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go.  So he brought down
the people unto the water: and the Lord said unto Gideon, Everyone that
lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by
himself; likewise every one that boweth down upon his knees to drink. And the
number of them that lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, were three
hundred men: but all the rest of the people bowed down upon their knees to
drink water.  And the Lord said unto Gideon, By the three hundred men that
lapped will I save you, and deliver the Midianites into thine hand: and let all
the other people go every man unto his place.
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THEME

Gideon’s army is an excellent analogy for today’s church. There are three
categories of soldiers in Gideon’s army that reveal three categories of
Christians in the modern Church. Many are called, but few are chosen. God
chooses those whom He recognizes as fit and able to carry out His strategic
commands.

I. INTRODUCTION

A. The army that responded to Gideon's call is symbolic of the
Church, both are made up of individuals.

1. The 32,000 volunteers who responded to Gideon's call
represent the professing Church.

a. The professing Church is fearful. It is afraid to completely
trust in and follow God.

b. Religion, prestige, and politics dominate the fearful
Church.

2. The 10,000 who were not fearful represent the tainted
Church.

a. Even though the tainted Church is not fearful, it is not
totally dedicated to the will and purpose of God.

b. The tainted Church is not led by the Spirit; consequently,
it does what it pleases. It is a carnal group who lack in
spiritual stamina.

3. The 300 chosen by God represent the true Church.

a. The true Church is led by the Spirit of God.

b. The true Church is totally committed to fulfilling God's
plan God's way.

B. The three categories of soldiers who represent the three
categories of Christians are: the fearful; the careless; and the
watchful.

C. Gideon's encounter with God is a message to the church.
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1. The Church must examine and evaluate its spiritual status.

2. God's ways are not man's ways, neither are His thoughts
man's thoughts. God views our circumstances from a better
perspective than we enjoy; consequently, His plan is always
a superior plan.

3. God looks beyond the circumstances of life and the frailty
of man; therefore, we must look to Him for guidance and
direction in every area of our lives.

D. Obedience to God leads to victory and success.

II. GOD APPEARED TO GIDEON

A. An angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon while he was threshing
wheat. (Judges 6:11-14)

1. The angel assured Gideon that the Lord was with him.

2. The angel called Gideon a mighty man of valor.

3. Gideon did not understand why they were under the
oppression of the enemy if the Lord was with them.

a. He did not consider the angel's statement.

b. The angel told Gideon that the Lord was with him, not
them.

c. God was telling Gideon in advance that He would be with
him while he was carrying out the mandate of God.

B. The angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon to reveal God's plan
for Israel's deliverance, and to prepare Gideon to lead his people
out of their miserable circumstances.

1. Deliverance must begin with the leader.

2. Gideon had to move from a defeatist attitude to a victorious
attitude.

3. Deliverance requires a plan.

4. Once God got Gideon's attention, He revealed to him His plan
for the deliverance of Israel.
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C. Obedience and worship precedes deliverance. (Judges 6:25-27)

1. God commanded Gideon to tear down the altar of Baal, and
to cut down the grove (image of Asherah) which was nearby.

2. God instructed Gideon to build an altar to the Lord and to
offer a burnt sacrifice using the wood from the grove (image
of Asherah) for fuel.

3. Gideon knew the people would not approve of God's request
so he waited until night to carry out his mandate from God.

D. God required Israel to be purged before He delivered them from
their enemy. The Church must acknowledge and submit to this
principle.

E. Even though Gideon had experienced a supernatural encounter
with God, he still sought for reassurance through external signs.

1. It is imperative that we realize we are to be led by the spirit,
not external signs.

2. The Spirit of God leads internally, not externally.

III. GIDEON ASSEMBLED THE ARMY OF ISRAEL

A. Gideon gathered an army of approximately 32,000 men to face
the enemy's army which was too large to number.

B. God did not approve of the large army even though they  were
fewer in number than their enemy. (Judges 7:2)

C. The fearful and frightened were given the opportunity to depart
and return home; 22,000 returned home. (Judges 7:3)

1. This voluntary separation is the beginning of God's purging
process.

2. The mercy of God grants unto us the opportunity to purge
ourselves.

D. God still did not approve of the army of 10,000. (Judges 7:4)

1. Many are called, but few are chosen. (Matthew 20:16; Mat-
thew 22:14)
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2. Those who did not leave voluntarily were dismissed. This
dismissal proves that the purging of God is more com-
prehensive than the purging of man.

3. Not all volunteers will submit to the strategy of the Lord.

4. The 300 men selected by God were chosen to use an
unprecedented battle strategy.

E. The army that went forth was called by God rather than man.

1. We must remember that the Church belongs to Jesus Christ,
not religious leaders.

2. God is not committed to following men; He is committed to
leading men.

F. The leader of God’s army was a servant, not a superstar.

1. The true Church does not seek recognition; it gives all glory
to God.

2. In reality, the true Church is a follower; the Holy Spirit leads
the Church in the direction the Head of the Church chooses.

IV. GIDEON LED THE THREE HUNDRED INTO AN UNUSUAL BATTLE

A. The unusual battle strategy was given by God, not man.

1. The “300” positioned themselves around the enemy.

2. The weapons used were not conventional war weapons. The
weapons God chose were trumpets, pitchers, and lamps.

B. The attack was nothing more than the blowing of trumpets and
the breaking of pitchers so that the lamps would be seen.

1. We must let our lights shine in the presence of the enemy
rather than attacking the enemy.

2. We must speak the Word, deny the flesh, and allow Jesus
to be seen through us.

C. The 300 men did not run or move, they simply stood where they
were placed. (Judges 7:21)
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1. When God sets us in a place, we must not move from that
place until we are released.

2. When we have done all that we know to do, we must stand.
(Ephesians 6:13)

D. The enemy fled, crying and running in all directions,  and in
their confusion, they began to kill one another. (Judges 7:21-22)

E. One hundred and twenty thousand were killed. (Judges  8:10)

V. GIDEON REFUSED TO BE EXALTED

A. The Israelites asked Gideon to rule over them but he refused.

1. Jesus must always be Lord; He alone is the ruler of men.

2. We must never seek position; we must always seek God.

B. Gideon brought their attention to God, the true deliverer and
ruler. (Judges 8:23)

1. When God uses us to do something for Him, we must never
take to ourselves the glory and honor which belongs to God.

2. We must learn to distinguish between compliments and
glory, realizing that all glory belongs to God.

C. Gideon refused the role of hero or superstar, and maintained the
role of a servant.

VI. SUMMARY

A. The account of Gideon and his army is a vital message to the
Church today.

B. It is God, not man, who chooses the army to engage in battle.

C. God’s army is called, selected, and refined.

D. God’s army followed His instructions explicitly, and won the
battle without carnal weapons; however, they did pursue and
kille the enemy.

E. When the victory was won, God received the glory.
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VII. CONCLUSION

A. Purging and refining precede battle and victory.

B. We must be like Gideon and refuse the “Baals” around us.

C. God is looking for obedient servants, not superstars.

D. Into which category do you fall: the 32,000; the 10,000; or the
300?

E. God needs only a few good men!

F. Many are called, but few are chosen. (Matthew 22:14)




