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THE BLOOD COVENANT

SCRIPTURE READING

Mark 14:22-24

And as they did eat, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and brake it, and gave to
them, and said, Take, eat: this is My body.  And He took the cup, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them: and they all drank of it.  And He said unto
them,  “This is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for many.”

Luke 22:19-20

And He took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying,
“This is My body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of Me.”
Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new testament in
My blood, which is shed for you.”

THEME

A covenant is a legally binding transaction which binds one party to another
party.  The promises of the covenant are contingent upon meeting the conditions
of the covenant. A covenant is sealed in some way before witnesses, thereby
making it legal and binding. A blood covenant is sealed with blood, thereby
indicating that the covenant agreement is confirmed with the life of the parties
cutting the covenant.

I. INTRODUCTION

A. It has been properly stated that the Old Testament is the New
Testament concealed, and the New Testament is the Old Testament
revealed.

1. The Old Testament is the will of God for those who lived prior
to Jesus Christ. There are several covenants recorded in the
Old Testament which give insight into the will of God for the
recipients of the New Testament.

2. God's covenants with Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Israel,
Levi, David, etc., reveal the faithfulness of God and point to
a new covenant that would be cut with Jesus.
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3. The New Testament is the will of God for those who live
today. The physical life of Jesus concluded the Old Testament
and began a New Testament.

4. The covenant cut by God with Jesus is the ultimate cov-
enant, and it makes those who believe in Jesus heirs of God's
promises.

5. The New Testament reveals unto us God's plan and purpose
under the Old Covenant. The Old Testament reveals unto us
the ways and principles of God, which must be applied under
the New Covenant.

6. By studying both the Old and New Testaments, we can better
understand God's plan and purpose for the believer.

B. The blood is the source of life; therefore, a blood covenant is a
life covenant.

1. The seal of a covenant is important. When a covenant is
sealed by blood, the very life of the individual is at stake.

2. In a contract, the seal makes the document binding; in the
blood covenant, the blood makes the agreement binding.

3. A blood seal is irrevocable; therefore, the covenant can only
be broken by death.

4. The believer’s covenant is a serious agreement with God,
through Jesus; therefore, it should be treated as such.

C. What is a covenant?

1. The Hebrew word beriyth (ber-eeth'), which is translated
covenant, means a compact and suggests cutting or making
an incision. It also means a league or confederacy.

2. The Greek word diatheke (dee-ath-ay'kay), which is trans-
lated covenant, means a contract, a devisory will, or a
testament.

3. The dictionary defines covenant in the following ways:

a. A covenant is a compact or a bargain.
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b. A covenant is a solemn agreement of fellowship, of
faith, and of cooperation among members of a church.

c. Theologically, a covenant means the promises of God as
conditioned and set forth in the Bible.

d. In law, a covenant means an agreement in writing
between two parties, made under a seal; a deed,
especially a subordinate condition or stipulation in a
sealed agreement, incidental to its main purpose; the
legal proceedings to recover damages in the case of
violation of such an agreement; to bind oneself by
solemn agreement.

D. A blood covenant is the coming together of two parties who agree
to give themselves to each other, sealing their agreement with
blood.

1. The blood is the sign or seal of the covenant.

2. Blood brothers make an agreement to give themselves to
each other and seal it with blood by cutting their wrists (or
a substitute’s) and mingling their blood.  Such an agreement
binds them to live and die for each other.

3. Marriage is a type of blood covenant. In America, the ring
is its sign or seal; the circle (ring) represents an everlasting
covenant.

E. A blood covenant can only be abolished by death.

F. Our culture and society seem to minimize the blood covenant,
while many other cultures and societies practice it and esteem
it. These cultures consider the blood covenant to be sacred.

G. A blood covenant obligates both parties to a corresponding
action.

H. The blood covenant carries with it both a blessing and a curse.

1. There is a reward for keeping the covenant. (Deuteronomy
28:1-14)

2. There is a curse for breaking the covenant. (Deuteronomy
28:15-68)



4

3. Violation of the covenant is not without consequence.

4. One who enters a covenant with God must be mindful to keep
his terms of the agreement.

 I. It is time for us to learn the importance of the blood covenant and
to hold it as sacred because Jesus cut covenant between God and
man, acting as the representative for both God and man. He
sealed the covenant with His own blood.

1. We have an agreement with God, sealed by the blood of
Jesus.

2. We need to learn the conditions of this covenant; otherwise,
we will not fulfill our covenant obligations.

3. Walking in the covenant’s blessings is contingent upon
meeting the conditions of the covenant.

J. There are three basic reasons for cutting a covenant.

1. Love and devotion to someone may lead to cutting covenant
with him/her.

2. A need for protection may cause one to cut covenant.

3. A need for resource availability is another reason for one
to cut covenant.

K. Cutting a blood covenant involves four basic things.

1. There must be “terms of agreement” when cutting a
covenant.

2. There must be an oath that binds one to the agreement.

3. There must also be a curse pronounced for breaking the
covenant.

4. There must be a sealing of the covenant, which is accomplished
by some specific action.

L. The blessings of a covenant are dependent upon keeping the
conditions of the covenant.
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II. GOD CUT COVENANT WITH ABRAM

A. The Abrahamic Covenant was not God’s only covenant.

1. God made a covenant with Noah; the rainbow was the sign
or seal of the covenant.

2. Through Jesus, the believer has a covenant which is much
better than the “old covenant,” and it is established upon
better promises. (Hebrews 8:6)

B. God took the initiative and made the covenant with Abraham.
Since El Shaddai made the agreement, the resources were
unlimited. (Genesis 15:18; Genesis 17:1-14)

C. When God cut this covenant with Abram, there were respon-
sibilities and obligations required of both parties, God and man.

1. First, we will look at God’s side of the covenant.

a. God was responsible for giving Abraham's seed
possession of the “Promised Land.” (Genesis 15:18)

b. God was responsible for Abraham becoming the father
of many nations. (Genesis 17:4-5)

c. God was responsible for making Abraham exceedingly
fruitful. (Genesis 17:6)

d. God was responsible for making nations of Abraham’s
descendants. (Genesis 17:6)

e. God was responsible for bringing kings forth from Abra-
ham’s descendants. (Genesis 17:6)

f. God said that He would establish the covenant with
Abraham’s seed. (Genesis 17:7)

g. God was responsible for giving Abraham and his seed
the Promised Land as an everlasting possession. (Genesis
17:8)

h. God declared that He would be God unto Abraham and
his seed, and that He would also be their God. (Genesis
17:8)
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(1) “God unto Abraham and his seed” refers to God as
Abraham's provider and protector.

(2) “He would be their God” refers to God as the One
Whom the descendants of Abraham would worship
and serve.

i. God was responsible for blessing Abraham. (Genesis
22:17)

j. God said that He would multiply Abraham’s seed as the
stars of heaven and as the sand of the seashore.
(Genesis 22:17)

k. God was responsible for supplying Abraham with the
power and the ability to overcome the gates, or govern-
ment, of his enemies. (Genesis 22:17)

l. God made Himself responsible for blessing all nations of
the earth through Abraham’s Seed.

m. God promised to provide Abraham with everything he
needed.

n. God sealed His covenant with an oath; He swore by
Himself. God backed His covenant with His very exist-
ence. (Hebrews 6:13-18)

 o. Since God cannot die, His covenant with Abraham is an
everlasting covenant.

p. God’s covenant was not only with Abraham; it was also
with Abraham’s Seed. Anyone in Christ is Abraham’s
seed; therefore, the believer is a recipient of the cov-
enant God cut with Abraham. (Galatians 3:29)

2. God stipulated terms in the covenant that both Abraham and
his seed would have to keep.

a. Abraham and his seed must walk before God. (Genesis
17:1)

b. Abraham and his seed must be perfect. (Perfect means
entire; integrity; truth; undefiled; upright.)
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c. Abraham and his seed must obey God’s voice. (Genesis
22:18)

d. Abram’s name was changed to Abraham.

e. Abraham and his seed were required to shed blood
through circumcision, thereby sealing the covenant.
(Genesis 17:10-14)

D. The believers today have the right and the privilege to enjoy the
blood covenant cut between God and Abraham.

1. To walk with God requires dedication and consecration.
(Genesis 18:19)

2. In order to receive Abraham’s blessings, one must receive
Jesus Christ as his personal Savior. He must also meet the
conditions of the covenant and walk according to the faith
of Abraham, which is synonymous with the faith of God.

3. We must do as Abraham did and place all our hope and
confidence in God. (Romans 4:16-22)

a. “He considered not.”

b. “He staggered not.”

c. “He was fully persuaded.”

E. One purpose for God’s covenant with Abraham was to make a
legal entry for Jesus into the earth.

F. The purpose for bringing Jesus into the earth was to destroy the
works of the devil, thereby loosing man from the dominion of sin.
(I John 3:8)

G. Through man (Adam), sin gained dominion over the human race;
therefore, a man had to overcome sin's dominion. Jesus,
operating as the seed of Abraham, conquered sin by refusing to
submit to the flesh. He met all the conditions of the covenant.

H. A covenant agreement obligates both parties; therefore, God was
obligated to Abraham because Abraham did not spare his only
son, Isaac. (Genesis 22:2)
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1. Abraham set the precedence for the blood covenant by
offering his son and by being willing to shed his own blood
through circumcision. (Genesis 22:1-19)

2. Abraham prophesied concerning God’s Lamb Who would be
the ultimate sacrifice for mankind. (Genesis 22:8)

3. Abraham’s dedication to God caused God to confirm His
covenant with Abraham once again. (Genesis 22:16-18)

III. THE OLD COVENANT

A. The Old Covenant was a supplement to reveal the will of God to
Abraham’s descendants.

B. The “Law of Moses” came as a result of the covenant already cut
between God and Abraham. (Exodus 24:7)

C. Moses read the covenant to the people, and the people agreed to
keep the covenant. (Exodus 24:7)

D. The Old Covenant was an agreement between God and man, and
it was put in writing to make it easier for man to follow. Both
the book and the people were sprinkled with blood, signifying
their agreement to the covenant. (Hebrews 9:18-20)

E. A violation of the Old Covenant resulted in death or separation.
(Hebrews 10:28-29)

F. The Old Covenant foreshadowed the New Covenant which was to
come.

G. Moses was the mediator of the Old Covenant. (Galatians 3:19)

IV. THE NEW COVENANT

A. The Old Covenant was sealed with animal blood; the New
Covenant required a better seal, the blood of Jesus.

B. The New Covenant is an agreement between God and man, with
Jesus as the Mediator; this covenant is also sealed with blood.
(Luke 22:20; Hebrews 8:6; Hebrews 9:15; Hebrews 12:24)

1. This better covenant is established upon better promises
and sealed with better blood. (Hebrews 8:6)
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2. The New Covenant provides everything that pertains to life
and godliness. (II Peter 1:3-4)

a. The New Covenant provides regeneration to those who
will enter the covenant agreement. (II Corinthians
5:17)

b. The New Covenant also makes the Holy Spirit available
to man. (Luke 11:13; John 16:7)

c. We have all the provisions for Abraham’s blessings
(food, clothing, finances, life, victory, and daily benefits)
in the New Covenant, but these blessings are contingent
upon keeping the conditions of the covenant. Our
covenant is in Jesus, not apart from Jesus. (Psalm
68:19; Psalm 103:2)

d. Although we are redeemed from the curse of the law, we
must not forget that violation of the covenant will result
in adverse consequences. Not only does Jesus abide in
us, we must abide in Him.

e. The wisdom and power of God are made available to us
through the New Covenant.

C. The Old Covenant required a seal of circumcision in man’s body,
and an animal sacrifice was offered unto God as a substitute for
man.

D. The New Covenant was made in one body; Jesus represented
both God and man.

1. In the body of Jesus, God became flesh. (John 1:1 & 14)

2. When Jesus was born of Mary, deity took on flesh.

3. Through Jesus, God’s nature dwelt in a physical body.

4. Both agents of the covenant, God and man, were brought
together in the physical body of Jesus.

5. This New Covenant cannot be abolished; neither can it be
destroyed. It is an everlasting covenant. (Genesis 17:19)

E. God’s covenant with Abraham was a forerunner to the covenant
cut with Jesus.
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F. The Old Covenant was a covenant that made the demands, “Thou
shalt not...,” but it had no power to enable one to keep its
demands.  The New Covenant gives us the desire and the power
to please God.

G. Jesus sealed His last will and testament (the New Covenant) with
His own blood. This covenant is freely available, but we must
appropriate it by faith. (Hebrews 9:12)

H. Jesus’ blood was shed at His crucifixion and carried into heaven
at His resurrection. (John 20:17; Hebrews 9:11-12)

 I. Jesus has made available to us a better covenant with better
promises.

J. Jesus was made a curse for us and, thus, removed the curse of
the law, but there are consequences for violating the covenant.
(Galatians 3:13)

K. Jesus is the guarantee of the New Covenant.

L. Understanding the New Covenant is the key to operating in the
power and the authority that have been given unto us.

V. THE NEW COVENANT FULFILLED THE OLD COVENANT

A. The Old Covenant points to Jesus.

B. The Old Covenant contains many prophecies concerning the
Messiah.

C. Jesus fulfilled all the prophecies concerning the Messiah as the
Redeemer of mankind.

D. Jesus was offered as a sacrifice in accordance with the law of the
Old Covenant.

1. The offering must be without blemish; Jesus was without
sin. (Luke 23:4 & 14; John 14:30; John 18:38; John 19:4-
6; I Peter 2:22)

2. John identified Jesus as the “Lamb of God,” the lamb which
Abraham declared God would provide for Himself. (John
1:29; Genesis 22:8)
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3. The High Priest offered the sin offering; Caiaphas, the High
Priest, offered Jesus to be killed. (Hebrews 9:6-7; Matthew
26:65)

4. Caiaphas foretold Jesus’ death; he was also instrumental in
bringing it to pass. (John 11:49-52; John 18:14)

5. The sacrifice was offered outside the camp; Jesus was cruci-
fied outside the city. (Hebrews 13:11-13)

VI. JESUS' REDEMPTIVE WORK

A. There are certain qualifications a redeemer must meet: he must
be related to the one in need of redemption; he must be willing
to pay the full price of redemption; and he must have the means
to redeem.

1. Jesus was born of a woman; therefore, He was related to
humanity.

2. Jesus was willing to die for mankind, thereby destroying the
works of the devil and paying the full price for redemption.

3. Jesus had the means to redeem, in that He was a spotless
lamb.

B. Adam died two deaths; Jesus did the same.

1. Jesus died physically on the cross, fulfilling the sin offering.

2. Jesus died spiritually by being separated from God, thereby
fulfilling the role of the scapegoat. (Leviticus 16:20-22;
Psalm 16:10; Mark 15:34; Acts 2:25-27; I Peter 3:18-20)

3. Sin not only brings physical death but also spiritual death,
which is separation from God.

4. Jesus did not sin; sin was placed upon Him, and He became
the sin-bearer. (II Corinthians 5:21)

5. God judged and punished sin through Jesus, our Sin-Bearer.
(The punishment for sin is death—separation from God.)

C. After the claims of justice were satisfied, Jesus arose as the
sinless High Priest. (Isaiah 53:10; Hebrews 2:9; Acts 2:27; Acts
13:33; I Peter 3:18-20; Revelation 1:5)
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1. Jesus went to heaven to complete the redemption. (John
20:16-17)

2. Jesus fulfilled Leviticus 16:15-22 as the lamb which was
slain, as the scapegoat, and as the High Priest.

3. Only the High Priest could enter the Holy of Holies, but not
without blood. Jesus, our High Priest, entered the Holiest of
All with His own blood, by which He consummated God’s
redemptive plan. (Hebrews 9:6-12)

4. Jesus, our High Priest, entered the Holiest of All with His
own blood, which He applied to the Mercy Seat. (Hebrews
9:11-12)

a. John 20:17 and Matthew 28:9-10 reveal the time in
which Jesus carried His blood into heaven.

b. Mark 16:9 confirms that Mary Magdalene was the first
to see Jesus after His resurrection.

c. Jesus was unblemished when He went into the Holiest
of All to obtain eternal redemption for man.

d. The redemptive work was complete, and the New
Covenant was instituted when the blood of Jesus was
applied to the heavenly articles.

D. The covenant agreement between God and man requires faith in
the blood of Jesus.

E. Our circumcision (the covenant seal) is of the heart, not the
flesh. (Romans 2:28-29)

1. Abraham’s seal of circumcision was in the flesh, the
external man.

2. The believer’s circumcision is of the heart, the internal man.

F. The New Covenant is a spiritual covenant, yet the natural man
benefits by it.

G. The New Covenant is an everlasting covenant which God cut with
Jesus. Jesus shares the covenant rights and privileges with all
who believe and accept Him as their Lord and Savior.
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H. Once we are born again, we have access to all the covenant
rights and privileges, but we must meet the conditions of the
covenant.

 I. The conditions of the New Covenant are met by walking in the
Spirit, thereby denying the desires of the flesh.

J. One Who abides in Jesus fulfills the conditions of the New
Covenant.

K. Accepting Jesus as Savior, living by faith, walking in the Spirit
are the New Covenant conditions.

VII. JESUS INSTITUTES COMMUNION

A. The Communion table is, in reality, a covenant table.

B. We must recognize the value and meaning of the Lord’s Supper.
(Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; John 6:51-
58; I Corinthians 11:23-32)

C. The purpose of celebrating Communion is to remember.

D. The sacraments of Communion have a significant meaning.

1. The bread represents the body of Jesus, which was broken
for us. (I Corinthians 10:16)

2. The cup represents the New Covenant, sealed with the blood
of Jesus.

3. According to Jesus, we must eat His flesh and drink His
blood. (John 6:53-58)

a. The bread, the flesh, Jesus, and the Word are synony-
mous. We eat His flesh by reading and feeding on the
Word of God. (John 1:1 & 14; Matthew 4:4; John 6:35
& 63)

b. Jesus’ blood ratified the New Covenant and purchased
redemption for mankind, but we must, by faith, appro-
priate His blood into our hearts.

E. Partaking of Communion is not just sacred; it is awesome.
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1. We must recognize the broken body (not bones) of Jesus,
which was broken for us.

2. We must call to mind the crucifixion and its meaning.

3. We must remember the suffering of Jesus and the beating
and abuse which obtained peace and healing for us. (Isaiah
53:4-5; Matthew 8:16-17; I Peter 2:24)

4. We must recall the blood that was shed for us to ratify
(confirm) the covenant, thereby redeeming us from sin,
sickness, and poverty.

5. We must rightly discern the Lord’s body—not only the
physical body, but the spiritual body as well. (I Corinthians
10:16-17; I Corinthians 11:20-21)

6. We must realize the responsibilities as well as the benefits
of the New Covenant.

7. Communion is recognition of the death of Christ until He
comes. (I Corinthians 11:26)

8. Sinners are not to partake of Communion. (Exodus 12:43-
48)

F. Self-examination is required before partaking of Communion.

1. Partaking of Communion in an unworthy, or irreverent,
manner is sinning against Jesus. (I Corinthians 11:27)

2. We must personally examine ourselves and make any nec-
essary adjustments before we receive the sacraments into
our bodies. (I Corinthians 11:28)

3. Improperly discerning the body of Christ brings damnation,
which is judgment. (I Corinthians 11:29)

4. Many Christians are sick and weak and even die because
they do not rightly discern the Lord’s body. (I Corinthians
11:30)

G. Self-judgment will prevent God’s judgment.

1. God should never have to judge a Christian; He should only
have to judge his works. (I Corinthians 3:10-15)
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2. The Christian should constantly judge himself.

3. Careful examination of one’s life will reveal anything
displeasing to God. Listen to your heart, not your head.
(I John 3:20-22; Proverbs 20:27)

4. We must judge sin as sin and confess it. Then we are for-
given. (I John 1:9; I John 2:1)

5. If we do not judge ourselves, we leave God no alternative but
to judge us.

6. God’s judgment results in chastisement. (I Corinthians
11:31-32)

H. Understanding Communion is a tremendous asset to the recipient.

1. The Old Testament Passover pointed to salvation. (Exodus
12; Psalm 105:37)

2. Remembering the covenant and recognizing the redemptive
work of Jesus bring health and healing to our bodies.

3. Prosperity is obtained by recognizing covenant rights and
privileges.

I. Communion with Christ brings fellowship with God.

VIII. SUMMARY

A. The Old Testament is the New Testament concealed; the New
Testament is the Old Testament revealed.

B. The New Covenant was cut between God and man. The physical
body of Jesus served as a substitute for both God and man.

C. The rights and privileges of the New Covenant are contingent
upon abiding in Jesus.

D. We have a better covenant, established upon better promises.

E. Communion is a reminder of our New Covenant.

IX. CONCLUSION

A. The blood covenant is the strongest covenant known to man.
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B. God, in His Sovereignty, initiated the blood covenant with man.

C. By understanding the blood covenant and knowing our rights
and privileges, we can enjoy a victorious walk with Jesus.

D. A blood covenant very simply states that needs are met ac-
cording to the resources of the covenant brother.

E. Jesus is our covenant brother; consequently, the resources are
unlimited.

F. Our hope is in our covenant with Jesus.

G. Our faith is in the integrity of God’s Word.

H. Our covenant with God is an everlasting covenant.


