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SPIRITUAL REPRODUCTION

SCRIPTURE READING

Genesis 1:26-28

And God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness: and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over
the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth.” So God created man in His Own image, in the image of God
created He him; male and female created He them. And God blessed them, and
God said unto them, “Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and
subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the
air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.”

Genesis 9:1

And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, “Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth.”

Matthew 28:18-20

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, “All power is given unto Me in
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world.” Amen.

Mark 16:15-20

And He said unto them, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe; in My name
shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take
up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they
shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.” So then after the Lord had
spoken unto them, He was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand
of God. And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with
them, and confirming the word with signs following.” Amen.

II Timothy 2:2

And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same
commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.
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THEME

God has not called us to barrenness; He has called us to be productive for Him.
Reproduction can be accomplished only through intimate relationship. We must
become intimate with Jesus so that we can be productive for the kingdom of God,
then we must pour ourselves into others. Barrenness must never be regarded
as a blessing.

I. INTRODUCTION

A. God has given humanity a mandate to be fruitful and multiply.
This mandate must not be ignored. We will be held accountable!

B. In order to reproduce naturally, pollination or intercourse is
required. The same principle applies spiritually; conception
cannot occur without union.

C. Each of us is responsible for reproducing, but reproduction is not
automatic; it is contingent upon maturity and desire.

D. Producing for Jesus is accomplished when we pour what He has
given us into others.

E. Paul instructed Timothy to teach the things he had learned to
faithful people who had the ability to teach others. (II Timothy
2:2)

F. The instruction given to Timothy by Paul is an exhortation to
reproduce that applies to all believers.

G. Some do not want the responsibility that comes with reproduc-
ing; therefore, they implement birth control. Although birth
control may be convenient at the moment, it will be regretted
when we  stand before God to give account of ourselves.

H. Spiritual birth control negates God's plan for our lives and
ministries; consequently, it leaves us unfulfilled. Fulfillment can
be realized only through reproduction.

II. THE IMPORTANCE OF PRODUCTION

A. Without reproduction, the things that exist will become extinct.
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B. Even ecology stresses the importance of replacing the things we
take from the environment. If we continually take and never
give, the time will come when there is nothing left to take.

C. This same principle applies to spiritual reproduction. We must
give more than we take. Our relationship with the Lord must be
centered around giving, not taking.

D. Spiritual barrenness can and must be overcome. Unless we
overcome our barrenness, people who desperately need what we
have will be deprived of the very thing they need.

E. Our nation is suffering greatly because God's people have failed
to realize the importance of spiritual reproduction.

III. BARRENNESS

A. Barrenness is a failure to produce offspring. It also means
unproductive of results or gains, which is defined as unprofit-
able.

1. Barrenness can be caused by a voluntary action, or it may
occur involuntarily.

2. Anything that does not reproduce is considered to be barren.

B. Barrenness is not always caused by an absence of seed. It may
be the result of a seed not coming into proper contact with the
missing element required for reproduction.

C. The principle for natural reproduction gives great insight into
spiritual reproduction.

1. Many couples use some method of birth control to prevent
their seed from reproducing.

2. Some abort the seed that is attempting to reproduce.

D. Both natural and spiritual seeds are within each of us; however,
reproduction is not automatic. We must cooperate with the repro-
duction process.

1. Neither the sperm nor the egg can produce without the help
of the other. Likewise, prayer cannot produce without faith;
it will remain barren. (Mark 11:24)
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2. When the ingredients for conception are absent, barrenness
is inevitable. Without conception, there cannot be produc-
tion.

3. God's Word is seed, but until it is sown into soil (hearts), it
cannot produce. A heart that does not believe, receive, and
nurture God's Word will remain barren. (Mark 4:3-20; John
12:24)

4. When God's Word is conceived in the heart, revelation
comes; when acted upon, the blessing of revelation over-
comes barrenness.

a. Memorizing and quoting scripture does not mean one
has revelation.

b. One may memorize and quote without conception.

c. It takes life to produce life; a dead letter will not produce
a living organism. God's Word is incorruptible seed, but
that seed must unite with life; otherwise, it will not
produce.

d. God's Spirit gives life to His Word. This phenomenon is
called revelation.

E. God does not consider barrenness a blessing; He considers
overcoming barrenness a blessing. (Exodus 23:25-26; Deuter-
onomy 28:2-13; Psalm 113:9; II Peter 1:2-8)

F. Barrenness usually produces unhappiness, disgruntleness, an-
ger, jealousy, contention, etc., all of which are detrimental
rather than beneficial.

1. Barren women mentioned in the Bible experienced these
negative feelings. (Genesis 16:2-5; Genesis 25:21; Genesis
29:31; Judges 13:2-25; I Samuel 1:1-28; Luke 1:57-58)

2. Barren people in the church are usually unhappy. Unhappy
people tend find fault with what others are producing.

3. If we do not like what we see, we should strive to produce
something better. Reproduction is much better than criti-
cism.
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IV. SOWING SEED

A. When seed is sown, it goes through a progression before it
produces. First, it must die. Then, it goes through various stages
of growth; consequently, reproduction requires faith and pa-
tience. (Mark 4:26-29; John 12:24)

B. Seed should be sown deliberately; otherwise, production will be
very limited. We must be selective when sowing seed; not
everyone will receive us. (Mark 4:1-20)

C. Throwing out seed does not guarantee that it will reproduce.
Although the rain and snow water the earth, only the earth that
absorbs is benefited; so it is with the seed. (Isaiah 55:10-11)

D. Seed not sown will always remain seed; although it has potential,
it will never reproduce. We must be diligent to share what God
has given us with others.

V. MATURITY AFFECTS REPRODUCTION

A. Maturity is not based upon age or longevity of salvation. It is
directly related to our natural or spiritual growth.

B. One who is spiritually mature is confident, willing, and able to
reproduce.

1. Visibility and influence do not equal maturity.

2. More often than not, “superstars” do not reproduce; they
are too self-centered. We must not equate stardom with
maturity.

3. Generally speaking, superstars are not team players; they
want and expect everything to revolve around themselves.

4. Having a “big” ministry does not necessarily mean that a
person is reproducing for the kingdom of God. One can have
a huge following and not reproduce for the Lord.

5. Our confidence, willingness, and ability must be used for
spiritual reproduction, not personal interest.

6. When “self” is placed to the forefront, it hinders God's
purpose for our lives.
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C. One who is insecure is immature. Immaturity affects reproduc-
tion.

1. One who is threatened by the abilities of others will withhold
from them. One who withholds becomes unproductive.

2. Jealousy is always detrimental to spiritual reproduction.
One who is jealous of another generally refrains from
helping that individual develop or excel.

3. Pride is also detrimental to spiritual reproduction; it refuses
necessary involvement, participation, association, and in-
teraction. (II Samuel 6:16-23)

a. God resists the proud. (I Peter 5:5)

b. Destruction is preceded by pride. (Proverbs 16:18)

c. We can learn from King Saul's daughter Michal the
detrimental effect of pride. While attempting to protect
her image, Michal displayed an attitude and actions
toward her husband King David that caused her to
remain barren her entire life. (II Samuel 6:18-23)

4. Insecurity promotes division in the “camp.”

a. Generally speaking, gossip and slander proceed from
insecurity. Gossip and slander are always detrimental
to reproduction.

b. Insecurity breeds cliques and factions within a “body.”
Cliques and factions result in separation, not union.

c. Maturity is the only way to overcome insecurity. One
who is mature will seek unity, not division.

D. With spiritual maturity comes faith and the desire to reproduce;
consequently, our maturity can be evaluated by our faith and
desire. (Hebrews 11:11)

1. We must not withhold from developing ministries; we must
help them develop.

a. A productive heart is a giving heart, and a giving heart
is a productive heart.
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b. It is virtually impossible to reproduce without giving.

2. Becoming intimate with someone involves certain risks. It
opens the door for disapproval and criticism; however, we
must become intimate or we will not reproduce.

E. We must never allow religion to get in the way of spiritual
reproduction.

1. Generally speaking, religion will keep people in the infancy
or adolescent stage, which prevents desirable reproduction.

2. Religion is a type of birth control—it produces only what it
desires.

VI. DESIRE AFFECTS REPRODUCTION

A. Desire is defined as wishing or longing for something.

B. Desire produces action; action gets results.

C. Every mature Christian should desire to produce both converts
and disciples. (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15)

1. Conversion can be compared to the birth of a baby; it
produces life.

2. Discipling can be compared to rearing the baby from infancy
to adulthood.

3. Converts must not be abandoned; they must be discipled. It
is imperative that they learn both the Word of God and the
Spirit of God.

D. When the desire becomes strong enough, we will devise a plan
that will birth and grow people spiritually.

1. If the desire to reproduce is not strong enough, it must be
stimulated or developed.

2. Desire is stimulated or developed through knowledge and
exposure.

3. Delight is the motivating factor for desire; discipline is the
force that moves one from desire to delight.
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4. Desire, discipline, and delight are like love, faith, and hope;
the three must work together in order to produce.

5. Passionate desire produces stringent discipline that brings
forth the delight.

E. It is imperative that our ministries not become extinct after we
have passed from this life. The legacy must continue! People
need Jesus!

VII. THE IMPORTANCE AND EFFECT OF A UNITED SEED

A. Just as sure as the sperm and egg will not produce until they
unite, the incorruptible seed of God's Word will not produce until
it comes into contact with the proper element.

B. God's Word unites with our hearts and together we produce; it
does not produce for us, and we certainly cannot produce without
Him.

C. God's Word must be nurtured on the inside until the thing He has
spoken matures in us. When the product of the Word matures,
it must be delivered.

D. The magnitude of the product cannot be judged by the size of the
seed. Whether small or great, all seed is important.

1. Each of us has been given seed, although not in the same
identity and proportion.

2. The seed within us is designed to produce a certain result;
therefore, if we do not unite our hearts with the seed,
someone will suffer the consequences of our neglect.

E. From the time God created the first man and woman, He has
been  looking for a godly seed. (Malachi 2:15)

1. The “ideal” family situation has perverted our thinking,
both naturally and spiritually.

2. Not only are couples practicing birth control, but the Church
has also succumbed to the same ideals.

3. Only God knows what could have been produced in our lives
(both naturally and spiritually) if we had allowed the seed
within us to unite and conceive.



9

4. When we get ourselves off our minds, our potential to
reproduce what God desires can be realized. This statement
applies to individuals as well as the Church.

F. Not one of us is here by chance. We may have gotten here
through adverse or undesirable circumstances, but God knew we
would be here before we came.

1. The foreknowledge of God allows Him the ability to see the
end from the beginning; therefore, He places purpose into
every one of us, regardless of the circumstances that sur-
rounded our arrival.

2. Fulfilling our purpose is contingent upon realizing our
potential to produce. Adverse circumstances do not destroy
the seed within; however, we can choose to abort the seed
and blame the circumstances.

3. Everybody's life affects the life of someone else. In some
cases, an individual's life can affect millions of people.

a. In reality, if we fail to produce, we deprive people of the
seed we carry.

b. If we refuse to reproduce, what we have within will
become extinct.

VIII. GOD'S MANDATE

A. When God created the first man and woman, He instructed them
to be fruitful and multiply. (Genesis 1:26-28)

B. After God destroyed the earth with water, He instructed Noah
and his sons to be fruitful and multiply. (Genesis 9:1)

C. Before ascending back into heaven, Jesus gave a mandate to go
into all the world, preach the gospel, and make disciples. This
mandate is spiritual reproduction. (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark
16:15-20)

D. God's mandate for every individual and ministry is reproduc-
tion, which can occur only when we give the fruit of our gifts and
abilities to others.

E. If we are not producing converts and disciples, we are not
fulfilling God's mandate.
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F. When God's mandate is not fulfilled, the kingdom of God suffers.

G. Not everyone is birthed under ideal circumstances, but that does
not change God's mandate. We must overcome our adversities
and produce for the kingdom of God.

H. We must accept the fact that we are tailor-made to reach a
segment of people to whom others cannot relate or influence.

IX. MAN'S RESPONSIBILITY

A. We cannot depend upon someone else to do what God has told
each of us to do. We are all responsible for reproducing in our
field of ministry.

1. Each of us is uniquely designed to fulfill a particular
ministry. We must not try to be and act like someone else;
we must be what God created us to be, realizing that we
cannot develop what we do not have.

2. If we focus on trying to be what we  are not, we will never
be what we are suppose to be.

3. We should expand our horizons, but we must not sacrifice
our strengths in the process.

4. It is good to be all we can be, but it is better to be all that we
are created to be.

5. If we expend our energies on the things we do not do well,
we will not have time to develop our strengths.

6. We must never minimize our gifts and abilities; every gift
is important to the Body of Christ.

7. Our potential for impacting people for the Lord is far greater
than any of us imagines. We must not disdain what God has
created us to be.

B. Everything reproduces after its own kind; therefore, it is
imperative that we be spiritually mature and healthy so what we
produce is sound in doctrine and work.

C. We must use our gifts and abilities for the benefit of others. Our
time and energies should be spent helping others develop so that
they can reproduce.
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D. How can people be saved without hearing the gospel? According
to Romans 10:14, they cannot. We must not deprive people of
this “good news.”

E. How can people become disciples if no one teaches them? They
cannot. We must take the time to teach, train, and impart into
others.

F. We are responsible for sharing our knowledge, gifts, and abilities
with others. We must not deprive others of that which God has
freely given to us.

1. What we have has been given to us; therefore, we must
freely give to others. (Matthew 10:8)

2. By uniting and working together, our potential to produce
is maximized. (Nehemiah 3)

G. We all have something to give. To withhold is to deprive. To sell
is prostitution. To give is godly reproduction in action.

X. GOD'S METHOD FOR REPRODUCTION

A. By God's design, reproduction comes as a result of one person
giving himself to another person or to a group of people.

1. As ministers and leaders, we must take the time to pour
ourselves into others, both individually and corporately.

a. Jesus has great tolerance for those with a genuine
interest to learn. We must follow His example.

b. Patience plays a key role in reproduction. We must be
patient with those in whom we are trying to reproduce.

2. Following the principle given to Timothy by Paul, we should
diligently teach faithful people who have the ability to
teach others. (II Timothy 2:2)

a. We must not get diverted with unqualified or uncommit-
ted people. Everyone needs the Lord, but not everyone
desires Him.

b. We must pour ourselves into those who are qualified
and committed. The qualified and committed will repro-
duce.
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B. Ministry gifts have been given to the Church for the purpose of
equipping the saints, so they can adequately do the work of the
ministry and build the Body of Christ. We must stir up our gifts
so that the equipping and building process is not hindered.
(Ephesians 4:11-13; II Timothy 1:6)

C. All that we have comes from God, Who gives to us so that a work
might be done in us. We must not hoard that which has been
given to us; we must share it with others.

D. After working in us, God wants to work through us for the benefit
of others. Remember, it is not about us—it is about “them.”

E. We must freely impart to others the good things that God has
deposited in us. When impartation is practiced, reproduction
takes place.

1. Impartation is sharing or bestowing what you have with
someone else.

2. Impartation occurs through teaching, touching, influencing,
etc.

F. God has a strategic place for each one of us in the Body of Christ.
We must get into our proper position so others can find their
place. (Romans 12:4-5; I Corinthians 12:18)

1. Just as members of the natural body have a proper place
and function, so it is with the Body of Christ.

2. Not everyone works side-by-side, but everyone must work
together.

3. We are responsible for doing what we were created to do,
and we will give an account for what we do with our abilities.

XI. HINDRANCES OF REPRODUCTION

A. Just as there are natural contraceptives, there are spiritual
contraceptives. Whether natural or spiritual, contraceptives are
used for environmental control.

1. Those who use contraceptives remain barren, but theirs is
a calculated barrenness.
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2. Contraceptives enable us to have pleasure without repro-
duction.

3. God's purpose for our lives has never been pleasure; He
incorporated the pleasure as an incentive to reproduce.

B. Self-centeredness is a liability to reproduction.

1. Self-centered people do not want to produce anything that
will draw attention away from themselves.

2. Instead of seeking the desires of God, they seek their own
desires.

C. Stress and anxiety are hindrances to reproduction.

1. It has been said, “Worry is like a rocking chair—it keeps you
busy but gets you nowhere.”

2. One who is burdened with stress and worry is not thinking
about helping others; consequently, he/she does not pro-
duce for the kingdom of God.

D. Lack of commitment hinders spiritual reproduction.

1. People who do not want to be responsible for what they
produce often prevent production by refusing to do what is
necessary to produce.

2. Many like to be involved, but they do not want to commit.
(Luke 9:23-24)

3. Commitment binds or obligates a person to do a certain
thing.

4. The union of marriage is designed to produce children, but
many fear marriage because of the commitment.

a. People often want to date Jesus, but they do not want
to be married to Him.

b. With marriage comes responsibility. When we join
ourselves to Jesus, reproduction becomes mandatory.

E. Lack of union hinders production. (John 15:1-8)
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1. Without us, Jesus cannot continue to reproduce in the earth.

2. Without Jesus, we do not have the ability to reproduce for
Him.

F. Anything that does not reproduce deprives. We must be produc-
tive, not counterproductive. (Luke 13:6-9)

XII. SUMMARY

A. Successful reproduction is dependent upon maturity and desire.

B. “Be fruitful and multiply” is not an option; it is a mandate.

C. Barrenness is not a blessing; it is a reproach.

D. We are responsible for carrying out God's mandate.

E. Reproduction requires time and personal contact.

F. We must encourage, not hinder, spiritual reproduction.

XIII. CONCLUSION

A. Conception is supernatural; it is experienced, not seen.

B. Fruit must be conceived before it can be produced.

C. We reproduce after our own kind; therefore, it is imperative that
we pattern after Jesus.

D. We must evaluate our lives and make the necessary corrections
that will enable us to be productive for the kingdom of God.

E. The principle of birth control is used to create a calculated
environment. Birth control is designed to place limitations on
reproduction.

F. The modern-day church is practicing birth control instead of
reproduction. It does not want to put forth the necessary effort
to produce, or it feels threatened by what it may produce.

G. Ministers also fall into this same trap. They fail to reproduce
because they do not want to take time with people, or they, too,
may feel threatened by what they may produce.
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H. We must remove the limitations we have placed on our churches
and ministries so we can fulfill God's mandate and produce
bountifully for the kingdom of God.

I. If we are the only minister in the church, we have failed to
reproduce.

J. If we are doing everything ourselves, we need to teach others
how to do the things we do.

K. We are responsible for pouring into others the things that have
been freely deposited into us.

L. We must not waste our seed; we must place it in those who will
reproduce.

M. Our potential to reproduce is unlimited. We determine how much
seed we sow.

N. We do not want to exit this life carrying seeds that could have
produced in the lives of others.

O. Our potential for input and influence is greater with the fruit we
produce. This fact should be an incentive to reproduce.

P. Before leaving the earth, Jesus declared that He had accom-
plished all the mandates given unto Him by His Father. Will we
be able to make the same statement?

Q. When our life is finished, will we be able to say that we have
“fought a good fight,” and that we have “finished our course,”
as Paul stated?

R. Is the world a better place because of your presence in earth?
Is  the kingdom of God benefitted by your presence in earth? Will
your ministry continue after you leave the earth?

S. Our impact on the world should not cease after our death; our
ministry must continue through those in whom we have
reproduced.


