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PREPARATION FOR THE JOURNEY OF LIFE

SCRIPTURE READING:

Proverbs 29:18

Where there is no intelligent foresight (revelation), the people are undisci-
plined, but people who attend to the precepts of God are happy. (author’s
translation)

Ecclesiastes 9:10

Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might. There is no work,
plan, knowledge, or wisdom in the place of the dead, where you will eventually
go. (author’s translation)

I. INTRODUCTION

A. From birth to death is a journey; some journeys are longer than
others.

B. What we accomplish in life is determined by the preparations
we make as we journey through life.

C. We are all born with potential, but few realize and maximize
their potential.

       II. VISION DETERMINES LIFE’S COURSE

A. Every destination has its own peculiar road.

B. Vision determines the road one should travel.

C. Without a vision, one cannot know which road to choose.

D. Starting on the right road minimizes frustration and discour-
agement.

E. God has a plan for our lives; therefore, it is imperative that we
choose the road that will lead to the fulfillment of God’s plan.

F. Vision demands discipline.
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III. DESIRE-DISCIPLINE-DELIGHT

A. Desire is synonymous with vision. Desire is what you want.

B. Discipline keeps one traveling on the right road.

C. Delight is realized when the vision is fulfilled—desire achieved.

       IV. SETTING AND OBTAINING OBJECTIVES

A. Reaching our goal is progressive; therefore, we must set objec-
tives that lead to the goal.

B. Objectives are short-term goals that lead to the ultimate goal.

C. We must set feasible, attainable objectives; otherwise, we may
become frustrated or discouraged.

V. SUCCESS REQUIRES FOCUS

A. The journey of life is not without adversity; adversity is inevi-
table.

B. Situations and circumstances can change one’s focus; therefore,
self-discipline is mandatory.

1. The nation of Israel coming out of Egypt and traveling to
the Promised Land illustrates the importance of focus.

a. Israel quickly forgot its goal.

b. Although they were led on the right road, they allowed
adversity to divert them from their goal.

2. In contrast to Israel, Jesus’ life and ministry illustrates
discipline and tremendous focus. (Hebrews 12:2)

C. Attaining one’s goal is accomplished by focusing on the goal
rather than the adversities.

VI. EVALUATION-ALTERATION-IMPLEMENTATION

A. We must evaluate where we are in life’s journey.

1. Have we set a goal?
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2. Are we on the right road to achieve our goal?

3. Are we focused on the goal or the circumstances?

4. One can travel the wrong road, enjoy the trip, and fail to
fulfill his purpose.

5. One can be successful doing the wrong thing.

B. After evaluating our journey, we must abandon any thing that
is altering our course.

C. We can do only what we know to do; however, we must imple-
ment what we know if we expect to learn more about our jour-
ney.

VII. SUMMARY

A. From birth to death is a journey. Do you know where you are
going in this journey of life?

B. Vision determines the road one should travel. Do you have a
vision?

C. Desire and discipline govern the success of one’s journey in this
life. If either is lacking, goals will not be achieved.

D. Objectives must be set and attained; otherwise, one will not
achieve his goal.

E. Evaluation, alteration, and implementation are necessary com-
ponents in attaining one’s goal.

F. Success requires focus. Focus requires discipline. Discipline re-
quires a goal.

VIII. CONCLUSION

A. The journey of life is full of choices.

B. Right choices will lead one to the fulfillment of his vision.

C. Success is determined by desire and discipline.
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D. Life’s journey is like stair steps—one leads to another. (The
individual steps are objectives.) You must never stop climbing
until you have reached your ultimate goal.

E. When God-given goals are not attained, it is not God’s fault. The
fault lies with the person who was not willing to do what it took
to attain the goal.

F. Lack of desire, discipline, or focus will result in failure.

G. As we chart our course for life’s journey, we must be certain that
our dreams and plans correspond with God’s purpose for our
lives. We must be led by the SPIRIT!


