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INTERCESSION

SCRIPTURE READING

Galatians 6:2

Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

I Timothy 2:1-3

I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
giving of thanks, be made for all men;  For kings, and for all that are in
authority: that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and
honesty.  For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour.

James 5:16

Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be
healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

THEME

The Church needs intercessors who understand what intercession is, and who
are willing to take the time to intercede.  Intercession is one person going to
another person on behalf of a third party.  Intercession is vital to the Body of
Christ. Often times Jesus, our Intercessor, shows us things before they ever
happen so that we can change them through intercession.  Intercession gives
God the legal right to intervene in circumstances that would otherwise be
detrimental to those involved.

I. OLD COVENANT INTERCESSION

A. Intercession was seen primarily in the ministry of the priests
and the prophets.

B. Abraham interceded for Sodom and Gomorrah. (Genesis 18:17-
33)

1. God does not do things without first warning us. God grants
unto us the opportunity to become involved in situations and
circumstances that affect His people. (Amos 3:7)

2. Abraham stood before the Lord and made intercession. (We
should follow his example and do the same.)
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3. Abraham made a proposal to God while interceding for
Sodom and Gomorrah.

4. Abraham was under the Old Covenant; therefore, he did not
have access to God through the blood of Jesus as we do
today. Yet, Abraham stood boldly before God and made
intercession, thereby demonstrating the proper approach to
the Throne of Grace.

5. Abraham stopped interceding before he got what he wanted,
thinking he was inconveniencing God.

C. Moses interceded many times for the nation of Israel, standing
in the gap for the entire nation.

1. Moses approached Pharaoh interceding for Israel. (Exodus
5:1-3 & chapter 8)

2. Moses approached God interceding for Israel. (Exodus 32:9-
14; Exodus 33:12-17)

D. The priests acted as intercessors when they offered various
offerings.

1. The Old Covenant was a forerunner of the New Covenant,
which is a fulfillment of the Old Covenant.

2. The Old Covenant is an example for us.

3. Understanding the function of the priest under the Old
Covenant will assist us in fulfilling the priest of the New
Covenant.

4. We are the priests of the New Covenant. (Revelation 1:6;
I Peter 2:5 & 9)

5. Since we are priests, then it is important for us to go into the
Word and find out what the ministry of the priest is.

6. The priest was a type of intercessor.  We, too, are intercessors,
with access to the Holy of Holies.

7. We are priests in this day, and someone is depending upon
us to fulfill our priestly office of intercession.
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E. Many times the prophets acted as intercessors as they prayed
for their nation.

F. The Old Testament intercessor often prevented judgment from
coming upon those for whom he interceded. (Ezekiel 22:30-31)

1. Abraham interceded for Sodom and Gomorrah. (Genesis
18:16-33)

2. Moses interceded for Israel. (Exodus 32:10)

a. Moses knew what God had spoken to the patriarchs
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

b. Moses had something to say when he went before God
to intercede for his people; he reminded God of the
promise He had given to the patriarchs.

G. Old Covenant intercession was too erratic and not very dependable,
since it relied upon man.

H. God looked for intercessors in the Old Covenant times, but He
could not always find one. (Ezekiel 22:30; Isaiah 59:16)

1. God, in His love, searched for a way to avert man’s judg-
ment.

2. God does not find pleasure in the death of the wicked; He
receives pleasure when the wicked repent. (Ezekiel 33:11)

II. BLOOD INTERCEDES

A. Under the Old Covenant, the blood of a lamb interceded for the
Israelites, thereby preventing the death angel from destroying
them. (Exodus 12:7, 13, 22-23)

1. This Passover pointed to the redemption which was to come
through Jesus.

2. We must realize that the very presence of the blood acted
as an intercessor.

3. The blood spoke through the message that it conveyed.

4. The blood of the lamb was applied to the doorpost and lintel.
(Exodus 12:22)
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5. The Passover feast was to be kept annually, but the blood
was only applied to the doorpost once.

B. Under the New Covenant, the blood of Jesus intercedes for us.
(Hebrews 9:11-12 & 23-26; Hebrews 10:12)

1. The blood of Jesus that is sprinkled upon the mercy seat is
a constant reminder for God to show mercy unto those for
whom Jesus has given His life.

2. Jesus fulfilled what the Old Covenant foreshadowed; He
was the ultimate sacrificial lamb.

3. The blood of Jesus must be applied to the heart of man,
which is the symbolic door. (Revelation 3:20)

4. The blood is applied only once for there is only one sacrifice
and death of Jesus.

5. The blood speaks on behalf of the Body of Christ; it cries for
mercy. (Hebrews 12:24)

III. NEW COVENANT INTERCESSION

A. God has provided his own permanent intercessor. (Isaiah 59:16;
Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25)

1. Jesus is our intercessor. (I Timothy 2:5)

2. Jesus has made peace between God and man. (Romans 5:1)

B. Jesus’ blood continuously speaks of mercy.

C. New Covenant intercession also operates through the Body of
Christ.

1. Jesus (the Head) and the Body (the Church) are one.

2. When the Body of Christ intercedes, Jesus is actively
involved in intercession.

a. Jesus is the head, or thinking apparatus, needed in
intercession.

b. The “Body of Christ” must hear the thoughts of the
Head and pray accordingly.
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3. The Body of Christ is the legal authority through which God
moves in earth. The prayers of the saints are requests
which give God the legal right to act in behalf of His people.

D. God is no longer looking for someone to stand in the gap and
make up the hedge for all the people. Jesus is doing that with His
blood and with His “Body.”

E. Jesus is looking for individuals to stand in the gap for others, so
that He can legally move in their behalf.

F. Intercession still comes through the priest.

1. Jesus is our High Priest.

2. The Body of Christ is made up of priests.

IV. JESUS THE INTERCESSOR (Romans 8:34; I Timothy 2:5;
Hebrews 9:24;  I John 2:1)

A. Knowledge must precede intercession; Jesus is all-knowing.

B. The intercessor stands in the gap for someone else; Jesus took
our place on the cross.

C. “He ever liveth to make intercession for them,” refers to Jesus'
active involvement in intercession. (Hebrews 7:25)

D. Jesus is no longer on earth, but He has sent the Holy Spirit to
empower us and He has given us the right and privilege to use
His name, thereby making the Body of Christ His legal authority
on earth.

1. Jesus is seated at the right hand of the Father, a place from
which He can see and know all things.

2. The Body of Christ is located here in the earth where
situations arise that need Divine attention.

3. Through the Body of Christ, Jesus can legally utilize the
power of heaven.

V. THE BODY OF CHRIST MUST BE ACTIVE INTERCESSORS

A. Born-again believers make up the Body of Christ. (Colossians
1:18; Ephesians 1:22-23)
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B. The Body depends upon the Head for the knowledge that must
precede intercession.

C. It is imperative that the Body follow the directions of the Head.

1. Our love for God is shown through our love for the brethren;
therefore, we must be quick to respond to their needs.

2. One way to demonstrate real love is through intercession.

3. Intercessors are profitable to the Body of Christ; consequently,
it is important to be sensitive to the Spirit of God and
attentive to the voice of the Shepherd.

VI. THE PROCEDURE FOR INTERCESSION

A. First of all intercession must be done legally.

1. The intercessor must have an earthly body.

2. The intercessor must reside on earth.

3. Obviously, the intercessor must be a human being.

B. Jesus, as a man, interceded for us. (John 17:20-23)

C. We seem to have a misconception of the scripture, “He ever
liveth to make intercession for them.” (Hebrews 7:25)

D. Jesus told us in John 16:26-27 that it would be us, not Him,
praying to the Father.

1. The Father and Son are in agreement; They are one.
Intercession, therefore, must involve someone else.

2. Jesus does not live on earth; therefore, He does not have
authority on earth.

a. Jesus no longer has a flesh-and-blood body, which is the
legal authority on earth.

b. The Body of Christ is the legal authority of Jesus in
earth.

E. The Body of Christ is now responsible for intercession;
consequently, we must pray.
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1. Jesus instructs the believers to pray, and He assists us in
prayer through the help of the Holy Spirit.

2. We, the believers, must maintain an active prayer life, being
mindful to pray in the spirit and with the understanding.
(I Corinthians 14:14-15; Ephesians 6:18; I Timothy 2:1-2;
Jude 20)

F. Jesus, by the Holy Spirit, intercedes through the saints. (Romans
8:26)

G. The Holy Spirit is the revealer. (John 16:13)

1. The Holy Spirit reveals the knowledge of the Head (Jesus)
to the Body (the Church). (I Corinthians 2:9-12)

2. The Holy Spirit helps us pray, but He is not responsible for
our praying.

3. We know how to pray; the Holy Spirit knows what to pray.

a. As born-again believers, our spirits are capable of
helping us, but we must listen attentively.

b. When the Holy Spirit helps our spirit, we experience the
ability to overcome human inadequacies which allows
us to pray more effectively.

4. The Holy Spirit brings the Head and the Body together in
intercession.

a. The Head, Jesus, has the knowledge the intercessor
needs. (Colossians 1:15-19)

b. The Head, Jesus, conveys His desire to the Holy Spirit,
Who reveals to us what we should pray. (John 16:13-
15)

c. The Holy Spirit actually tells our spirit what to pray.
(Romans 8:26-28)

d. Our spirit then prays what the Holy Spirit has revealed.

e. Our vocal cords are actively involved in the prayer.
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f. When this procedure is followed, intercession is both
legal and effective.

g. Proverbs 20:27, Romans 8:26-27, and I Corinthians
2:10-12 confirm the prayer union of man and the Holy
Spirit.

VII. WE HINDER INTERCESSION BY NOT TAKING TIME TO PRAY

A. When God quickens our heart to pray, we must pray immediately.

B. God has found a man to stand in the gap, Jesus; Jesus is looking
for men and women who are willing to take the time to pray for
others.

VIII. INTERCESSORY PRAYER MAY BE THE KEY TO SALVATION

A. Stephen’s intercession may have been instrumental in Paul’s
salvation. (Acts 7:57-60)

B. Paul’s intercessory prayer was the instrument that brought
salvation to others. (Galatians 4:19)

C. Our travail in intercession may influence the salvation of others.

D. Intercessory prayer can break through the forces of evil that
have bound a person and free him/her from satanic influence.

E. Jesus interceded for Peter; as a result, Peter's faith did not fail.
(Luke 22:31-32; Acts 2:38-41)

F. Jesus interceded on the cross, and sinners are still being
converted.

G. Persistence pays off; be an intercessor.

H. Birth in the spirit precedes birth in the natural. (Isaiah 66:8-9)

1. Zion is symbolic of the Church; when the Church travails,
She will give birth. (Hebrews 12:18-24)

2. When the Church travails, great and mighty things are
going to take place.
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IX. A PARABLE OF INTERCESSION (LUKE 11:5-13)

A. We must stand in the gap and we must continue to stand until
we receive that for which we have asked.

B. We must bear one another’s burdens. (Galatians 6:2)

C. Persistence is a key factor in intercession.

X. INTERCESSION IS NOT WARFARE WITH GOD

A. Intercession, in one respect, is a plea for mercy.

B. One who deserves judgment may receive mercy because of
intercession. (Genesis 18:17-33)

C. Intercession changes things or circumstances and often results
in God reversing a decision. (Numbers 14:11-20)

D. Intercession is a time when mortal man touches the heart of
Almighty God and is rewarded His divine favor.

E. God is not our enemy; consequently, we do not have to persuade
God to work in our behalf, but we do have to give Him an avenue
for intervention.

XI. SUMMARY

A. The Body of Christ and the physical body use the same principle
of operation: both are controlled by the head.

B. The head, which is the thought center, sends messages to the
various parts of the body, and lets the members know when
others are having difficulties.

C. The body is made up of various members, each with a particular
function, which aid and assist each other.

D. Jesus, the Head, signals us, the Body, when a member is in
trouble.

E. We as the Body must come to the rescue of the troubled member.
We must nourish that member back to health through intercession.

F. Jesus is the intercessor; we are in Him, and He is in us. Whenever
we intercede, Jesus becomes actively involved in our praying.
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G. Neither the head nor the body can function alone. (I Corinthians
12:20-21)

XII. CONCLUSION

A. Intercession gives God the legal right to act on someone’s behalf.

B. The Body of Christ is the legal authority through which God
moves in the earth.

C. Intercession is not warfare with God.

D. Intercession changes things or circumstances; it does not change
God, even though God may reverse a decision.

E. Intercession may even be seen as a plea for mercy.

F. When intercession is complete, victory is inevitable.

G. Spiritual confrontations precede physical changes.

H. Travail in the spirit produces in the natural.

I. We have access to the Father because we are in Jesus; Jesus has
authority in earth because He is in us. This combination makes
intercession powerful.

J. An intercessor should never quit until he is released in his spirit.
He must not stop until he is satisfied that he has received that
for which he has prayed.

K. The success of any church is determined by the quantity and
quality of intercessory prayer.

L. God has and will continue to place intercessors in the Body.

M. If we give ourselves to intercession, we will find that others are
interceding for us. (The law of sowing and reaping operates in
all areas of our life.)

N. There are basically three sources for intercession.

1. People may ask us to intercede.

2. We may voluntarily intercede.
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3. The Spirit of God may move upon us to intercede.

O. Intercession, like any other prayer, should be based upon the
Word of God.




