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ESTHER

SCRIPTURE READING

The Book of Esther

THEME

       I. INTRODUCTION

A. The book of Esther is documented proof of how God
divinely intervened on behalf of the Jews.

B. The book is named after the Jewish girl Hadassah, who
became the Queen of Persia.

C. According to the Jewish historian Josephus, Mordecai
wrote the book of Esther; however, many modern scholars
do not agree with Josephus.

D. The book of Esther is believed to have been written around
465 B.C.

E. According to ancient history, King Ahasuerus' reign began
around 485 B.C. and lasted for twenty years.

1. The Hebrew dictionary in Strong's Exhaustive Concor-
dance of the Bible defines Ahasuerus as follows:
'Achashverowsh (akh-ash-vay-rosh'); or (shortened)
'Achashrosh (akhash-rosh') (Esther 10:1); of Persian
origin; Achashverosh (i.e. Ahasuerus or Artaxerxes,
but in this case Xerxes), the title (rather than name)
of a Persian king:

2. According to this definition, Ahasuerus appears to be
the title of the king.

3. Several translations use the name Xerxes rather than
Ahasuerus when referring to the king in the book of
Esther.

4. Some believe that the Xerxes of Esther was the father
of the Artaxerxes mentioned in Ezra and Nehemiah.
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5. If this belief is correct, Esther could have been
influential in the rebuilding of the temple and walls of
Jerusalem.

6. In reality, there seems to be no solid evidence confirm-
ing the identity of Ahasuerus. Some believe that his
name was Cyrus; some believe that he was the
Artaxerxes of Ezra and Nehemiah, while others
identify him as Xerxes.

7. The facts of which we can be certain identify him as
a Persian king who arranged an extravagant feast for
his self-gratification that resulted in the demise and
replacement of Queen Vashti.

F. At this time, the Jews were under Persian rule as a result
of Nebuchadnezzar's conquest over Israel and Persia's
overthrow of the Babylonian Empire.

G. The book of Esther is the only book of the Bible that does
not mention God; however, the wisdom and favor of God
is clearly revealed through His intervention.

H. Although the book of Esther does not mention God, it is
certainly saturated with undeniable godly principles.

      II. CHAPTER ONE

A. The incidents recorded in the book of Esther occurred in
the beginning of King Ahasuerus' reign. (Esther 1:3)

B. King Ahasuerus is identified as the king who reigned over
127 provinces that reached from India to Ethiopia. (Esther
1:1)

C. King Ahasuerus's palace was located in Shushan, the
capitol city of Persia. (Esther 1:2)

D. In the third year of King Ahasuerus's reign, he made a
feast for all his government officials and his servants.
(Esther 1:3)

1. The “servants” who are mentioned in this verse are
probably soldiers in the Persian army.
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2. The Hebrew word cheyl (khale), which was translated
“the power of” in the KJV, is defined as an army.

E. During this feast, which lasted 180 days, King Ahasuerus
displayed the wealth of his bountiful kingdom. (Esther
1:4)

F. When the one hundred eighty days had ended, King
Ahasuerus gave  a seven-day feast in the court of the
palace garden for all who were present in Shushan.
(Esther 1:5)

G. The court of the palace garden was elaborately furnished
with  curtains of blue, green, and white linen, fastened
with cords of purple and fine linen into rings of silver
attached to marble columns. (Esther 1:6)

H. A pavement of red, blue, white, and black marble covered
the ground, and upon it were silver and gold sofas. (Esther
1:6)

             I. Drinks were served in gold vessels, and the king was
liberal with the royal wine. (Esther 1:7)

J. By order of the king, drinking was optional, not mandato-
ry. (Esther 1:8)

K. Queen Vashti also made a feast for the women in King
Ahasuerus' royal palace. (Esther 1:9)

L. On the seventh day of the feast, the king was feeling good
from the wine and called seven of his eunuchs to escort
Queen Vashti, attired with her royal crown, to his feast.
(Esther 1:10-11)

           M. King Ahasuerus intended to display to his guests the
beauty of Queen Vashti. (Esther 1:11)

N. Queen Vashti refused the request of the king, thereby
making him very angry. (Esther 1:12)

O. King Ahasuerus consulted with his wise men, seeking
counsel concerning what action should be taken against
the queen. (Esther 1:13-15)
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P. Memucan informed the king that Queen Vashti's actions of
insubordination would have an ill effect on all the men in
his kingdom. (Esther 1:16-18)

Q. Memucan recommended that the king give a royal decree
and record it in the laws of the Medes and Persians, which
could not be altered. (Esther 1:19)

1. The decree was to declare that Vashti would no longer
be allowed in the presence of the king and that she
would be removed from her position of queen.

2. Another woman was to be selected to replace Vashti
as queen, with the implication that this woman was to
be submissive.

R. The purpose for the king's decree was to ensure that the
wives throughout the kingdom would give honor to their
husbands. (Esther 1:20)

S. Memucan's recommendation was well received, both by
the king and the officials. (Esther 1:21)

T. Following Memucan's recommendation, the king sent
letters to every province and had them written in their
own language, declaring that each husband was to be the
master in his own house. (Esther 1:22)

U. The king emphasized publicizing this decree in the lan-
guage the people would understand. (Esther 1:22)

    III. CHAPTER TWO

A. After the king's decree had gone forth and his anger had
subsided, he began to think about Vashti and the action
that had been taken against her. (Esther 2:1)

B. The servants who attended the king recommended that
beautiful young virgins from every province be brought to
Shushan and be placed in the custody of Hegai, who was
one of the king's eunuchs. (Esther 2:2-3)

C. Hegai, who was the custodian of the women's house, was
responsible for the beauty preparation of each virgin
before she was presented to the king. (Esther 2:3)
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D. The woman who pleased the king would become the new
queen. (Esther 2:4)

E. This recommendation pleased the king. (Esther 2:4)

F. Mordecai, a descendant of Benjamin, lived in Shushan.
(Esther 2:5)

G. Mordecai was a descendant of Kish, who had been taken
captive and carried away at the time King Jeconiah was
captured by Nebuchadnezzar and taken to Babylon. (Es-
ther 2:6; Jeremiah 24:1)

H. After the death of Hadassah's (Esther) parents, Mordecai
took the girl, his uncle's daughter (first cousin), into his
home and brought her up as his own daughter. (Esther
2:7)

 I. Hadassah (Esther) was beautiful, both in appearance and
countenance. (Esther 2:7)

J. Following the king's command, many young virgins were
brought to the Shushan palace; Esther was among them.
(Esther 2:8)

K. Hegai, the custodian of the women, was responsible for the
welfare of these young virgins. (Esther 2:8)

L. Esther pleased Hegai, and he was kind to her. He eagerly
gave her beauty preparations that exceeded the normal
allowance. (Esther 2:9)

           M. He also gave her seven choice maidservants from the
king's palace and moved her and her servants into the best
quarters in the women's house. (Esther 2:9)

N. Following Mordecai's command, Esther did not reveal her
family or nationality. (Esther 2:10)

O. Everyday, Mordecai walked to the women's quarters to
learn of Esther's welfare and to ascertain what was going
to become of her. (Esther 2:11)

P. Each virgin was required to go through a twelve-month
beauty preparation before she was presented to the king.
(Esther 2:12)
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1. Each virgin was prepared with oil of myrrh for six
months; afterwards, she was prepared with perfumes
and other beauty necessities for another six months.

2. The beauty of each virgin was maximized before she
was presented to the king.

Q. After proper preparation, each virgin who went in to the
king  could take with her whatever she desired from the
women's quarters. (Esther 2:13)

R. The virgins went in to the king in the evening and returned
to the second house for women in the morning. (Esther
2:14)

1. Shaashgaz, the king's eunuch, was the custodian of
the second house for women.

2. The second house served as quarters for the king's
concubines.

3. These concubines could not go in to the king again
unless he called for them.

S. When it was Esther's turn to go in to the king, she took with
her only what Hegai advised. (Esther 2:15)

1. In this passage of scripture, Esther's father is identi-
fied by name, Abihail.

2. Abihail was Mordecai's uncle; therefore, Esther was
Mordecai's first cousin.

T. Esther obtained favor in the eyes of all who saw her.
(Esther 2:15)

U. In the tenth month (Tebeth) of the seventh year of King
Ahasuerus' reign, Esther was taken to the royal palace to
go in to the king. (Esther 2:16)

V. King Ahasuerus loved Esther more than all the other
women. She received more grace and kindness than all the
other virgins. (Esther 2:17)
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           W. King Ahasuerus placed the royal crown on Esther's head
and made her queen, thereby replacing Vashti. (Esther
2:17)

X. The king made another great feast and called it “The Feast
of Esther.” This feast was for his officials and servants.
The king also celebrated by proclaiming a holiday in the
provinces and giving gifts. (Esther 2:18)

Y. When the virgins were gathered a second time, Mordecai
was sitting at the king's gate. (Esther 2:19)

Z. Esther had not yet revealed her family or nationality. She
remained obedient to Mordecai, just as she had done when
she was brought up by him. (Esther 2:20)

AA. In those days when Mordecai was sitting at the king's gate,
two of the king's doorkeepers, Bigthan and Teresh,
became furious and looked for an opportunity to kill the
king. (Esther 2:21)

BB. Mordecai learned of their intent and told Queen Esther,
who informed the king, giving Mordecai's name as the
source of information. (Esther 2:22)

CC. After the matter was investigated and confirmed, the men
were hanged and the incident was recorded in the book of
the chronicles, in the king's presence. (Esther 2:23)

     IV. CHAPTER THREE

A. “After these things” refers to Esther becoming queen and
Mordecai exposing the murder plot. (Esther 3:1)

B. Haman, who was the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, was
promoted above all the princes by King Ahasuerus.
(Esther 3:1)

C. Because of the king's command, all his servants within the
gate bowed to Haman except Mordecai. (Esther 4:2)

D. The other servants questioned Mordecai about his refusal
to obey the king's command. (Esther 4:3)

E. The servants' questioning of Mordecai's actions became a
daily routine. (Esther 3:4)
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F. Mordecai told them that his religious beliefs would not
allow him to bow to Haman. The servants revealed
Mordecai's actions and reason to Haman. (Esther 3:4)

G. When Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow to him, he
became very angry. (Esther 3:5)

H. Haman was not content to punish Mordecai alone; he
wanted to vent his anger by destroying all the Jews in the
kingdom of Ahasuerus. (Esther 3:6)

 I. In the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus' reign, Pur was cast
before Haman each month, beginning with Nisan the first
month of the year. Pur fell on Adar, the last month of the
year. (Esther 3:7)

1. “Pur” (poor) is the Persian word for lot.

2. Casting lot was an ancient method used for decision-
making.

3. Casting lot is the equivalent of throwing dice or
drawing straws.

4. Casting lot eliminates the opinions of men and makes
its determination without natural influence.

J. When Haman felt that the timing was right, he approached
King Ahasuerus and spoke against the Jews, recommend-
ing that they be removed from his kingdom. (Esther 3:8)

K. He urged the king to write a decree that would bring about
the annihilation of the Jews in his kingdom. (Esther 3:9)

L. He also recommended that ten thousand talents of silver
be  set aside to pay those who participated in the
destruction of the Jews. (Esther 3:9)

           M. King Ahasuerus honored Haman's request. He took off his
signet ring and gave it to Haman. (Esther 3:10)

N. The king told Haman that both the money and the people
were given to him to do as he wished. (Esther 3:11)
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O. On the thirteenth day of the first month Nisan, the king's
scribes were called to record Haman's decree. (Esther
3:12)

P. This decree was given to the governors, to the chief
officers over each province, and to the rulers of the people.
It was written in the various languages of the people.
(Esther 3:12)

Q. The decree was written in the name of King Ahasuerus and
sealed with his signet ring. (Esther 3:12)

R. Letters were sent by courier into all the king's provinces.
They gave instruction to destroy--kill--annihilate all Jews,
both young and old, including women and children.
(Esther 3:13)

S. The annihilation of the Jews was to take place in one day,
the thirteenth day of the twelfth month Adar. (Esther
3:13)

T. Not only were the people to kill the Jews, but they were
also commanded to take their possessions. (Esther 3:13)

U. A copy of this decree was given to every province so that
everyone could be prepared to carry out the king's
command on the designated day. (Esther 3:14)

V. Because of the king's command, the couriers went out
immediately and proclaimed the decree in Shushan, the
palace. (Esther 3:15)

           W. The king and Haman sat down and began drinking, but the
city of Shushan was perplexed. (Esther 3:15)

      V. CHAPTER FOUR

A. When Mordecai learned of the king's decree, he tore his
clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes, and went into the
center of the city, crying a loud and bitter cry. (Esther 4:1)

B. He went to the front of the king's gate, but he did not enter
because no one clothed in sackcloth was allowed through
the king's gate. (Esther 4:2)
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C. When the decree of the king was heard, Jews in every
province mourned with fasting and weeping, and many lay
in sackcloth and ashes. (Esther 4:3)

D. When Queen Esther's maids and eunuchs told her of the
situation, she was greatly distressed. (Esther 4:4)

E. She sent garments to Mordecai, but he refused the
garments and remained clothed in sackcloth. (Esther 4:4)

F. Queen Esther sent Hathach, one of her attending eunuchs,
to Mordecai to learn what was happening and the reason
behind it. (Esther 4:5)

G. Hathach went to the city square in front of the king's gate
and found Mordecai. (Esther 4:6)

H. Mordecai told Hathach what had happened and that
Haman was the instigator of the destruction of the Jews.
(Esther 4:7)

 I. Mordecai gave a copy of the king's decree to Hathach. He
requested that Hathach show and explain the decree to
Esther and that she petition the king in behalf of her
people. (Esther 4:8)

J. Hathach returned to Esther and conveyed Mordecai's
message. (Esther 4:9)

K. Esther sent another message by Hathach to Mordecai,
explaining that anyone entering the inner court to ap-
proach the king without invitation would be killed unless
the king held out the golden scepter. (Esther 4:10-11)

L. In the last thirty days, the king had not called for Esther.
(Esther 4:11)

           M. After hearing Esther's message, Mordecai sent a message
of warning to her, declaring that she would not be excluded
from the decree. (Esther 4:12-13)

N. He warned her against remaining silent, declaring that
deliverance for the Jews would come, but she and her
father's house would be destroyed if she did not take
affirmative action. (Esther 4:14)
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O. Mordecai provoked her with this statement: “Who knows
whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as
this?” (Esther 4:14)

P. Esther sent word to Mordecai that he should summons all
the Jews in Shushan to fast for her three days and nights
and that she would do the same. (Esther 4:15-16)

Q. After the three days of fasting, Esther purposed to go to
the king, stating, “If I perish, I perish.” (Esther 4:16)

R. Mordecai did as Esther requested and gathered the Jews
to fast for Esther. (Esther 4:17)

   VII. CHAPTER FIVE

A. The third day of the fast, Esther put on her royal robes and
stood at the inner court of the king's palace during the time
the king was sitting upon his throne. (Esther 5:1)

B. When the king saw Queen Esther standing in the inner
court, he held out the golden scepter to her. She responded
by going to him and touching the top of the scepter. (Esther
5:2)

C. The king asked Esther to make her request and declared
that he would grant it unto her, even up to half of the
kingdom. (Esther 5:3)

D. Esther replied by inviting the king and Haman to a banquet
that she had prepared. (Esther 5:4)

E. The king honored Esther's request and sent for Haman.
They attended the banquet Esther had prepared for them.
(Esther 5:5)

F. At the “banquet of wine,” the king once again asked Esther
what she desired, assuring her that he would grant
whatever she requested up to half of his kingdom. (Esther
5:6)

G. Esther responded by asking the king and Haman to come
to another banquet the next day, at which time she would
make her petition. (Esther 5:7-8)
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H. Haman left the banquet with a merry heart, but when
Mordecai did not give him the honor he desired, Haman
was filled with indignation. (Esther 5:9)

 I. Haman abstained from doing anything to Mordecai. He
returned home and called for his wife, Zeresh, and some
friends. (Esther 5:10)

J. Haman told them of his great riches, his posterity, and
how the king had promoted him to a position above the
other officials and servants. (Esther 5:11)

K. He told them of his invitations to Queen Esther's banquets,
which were exclusively for him and the king. (Esther
5:12)

L. Haman expressed to his wife and friends his displeasure
with Mordecai. (Esther 5:13)

           M. They advised him to build a gallows fifty cubits (75 feet)
high and to request that the king have Mordecai hanged
on the gallows; afterwards, he and the king could attend
Queen Esther's banquet. (Esther 5:14)

N. Their advice pleased Haman, so he had the gallows made.
(Esther 5:14)

   VII. CHAPTER SIX

A. The night Haman was having the gallows built, the king
could not sleep, so he asked that the records of the chron-
icles be read to him. (Esther 6:1)

B. Documented in the chronicles was an assassination plot
against the king by two of his doorkeepers, Bigthan and
Teresh. Their plot had been exposed by Mordecai. (Esther
6:2)

C. The king asked how Mordecai had been awarded for his
service, and his servants reported that nothing had been
done for the man.  (Esther 6:3)

D. Haman entered into the outer court of the king's palace to
request that Mordecai be hanged on the gallows he had
prepared. The king asked who was in the court. (Esther
6:4)
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E. The king's servants informed him that Haman had ar-
rived, so the king invited him into his presence. (Esther
6:5)

F. When Haman entered, the king asked him, “What should
be done for the man in whom the king delights to honor?”
(Esther 6:6)

G. Thinking that the king was referring to him, Haman
suggested that a royal robe that had been worn by the king,
a horse that had been ridden by the king, and the royal
crown be delivered into the hands of one of the king's most
noble princes. (Esther 6:6-9)

1. This prince would place the royal robe on the man, and
the man would mount the horse and ride through the
city square. (Esther 6:9)

2. The “royal crown” may refer to the king's crown being
placed upon the one honored, or a crown placed upon
the head of the king's horse. In light of Esther 8:15,
it appears that a crown on the head of the honored one
seems more appropriate.

3. The prince was to go before the man into the city
square proclaiming, “Thus shall it be done to the man
whom the king delights to honor.” (Esther 6:9)

H. Following Haman's suggestion, the king commanded him
to do just as he had spoken. He was to place the royal robe
on Mordecai and lead him through the city square on the
king's horse, proclaiming, “Thus shall it be done to the
man whom the king delights to honor.” (Esther 6:10)

 I. Haman obeyed the king. (Esther 6:11)

J. After fulfilling the king's command, Haman returned
home, lamenting with his head covered. Mordecai re-
turned to the king's gate. (Esther 6:12)

K. Haman told his wife and friends what had happened. Their
response was, “If Mordecai, before whom you have begun
to fall, is of Jewish descent, you will not prevail against
him but will surely fall before him.” (Esther 6:13)
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L. While they were still talking with him, the king's eunuchs
came to escort Haman to Queen Esther's banquet. (Esther
6:14)

  VIII. CHAPTER SEVEN

A. King Ahasuerus and Haman went to Esther's second
banquet. (Esther 7:1)

B. During the banquet of wine, King Ahasuerus asked Esther
to present her petition, assuring her that he would grant
any request up to half his kingdom. (Esther 7:2)

C. Queen Esther responded by asking the king to spare her
life and the lives of her people. (Esther 7:3)

D. Esther declared that she and her people had been doomed
to annihilation. She told the king that if they had been sold
into slavery, she would have accepted it, although it would
be a great loss to the king. (Esther 7:4)

E. King Ahasuerus asked Esther to reveal the one who was
responsible for this act. (Esther 7:5)

F. Esther replied, “The adversary and enemy is this wicked
Haman!” (Esther 7:6)

G. Haman was terrified before the king and queen. (Esther
7:6)

H. In anger, King Ahasuerus arose from the banquet of wine
and went into the palace garden. (Esther 7:7)

 I. Realizing the extreme displeasure of the king, Haman
stood before Esther and began pleading for his life. (Esther
7:7)

J. When the king returned from the garden, he found Haman
lying across the couch where Esther was. (Esther 7:8)

K. Infuriated, the king asked, “Will he violate the queen while
I am in the house?” (Esther 7:8)

L. As the king's remarks were made, Haman's face was
covered. (Esther 7:8)
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           M. Harbonah, who was one of the eunuchs, told the king of the
fifty-cubit-high gallows that had been built by Haman for
the purpose of hanging Mordecai, who had spoken good on
behalf of the king. (Esther 7:9)

N. The king commanded that Haman be hanged on the
gallows that had been built for Mordecai. (Esther 7:9)

O. Haman was hanged on the gallows that he had prepared
for Mordecai. Afterwards, the king's wrath subsided.
(Esther 7:10)

     IX. CHAPTER EIGHT

A. “On that day” King Ahasuerus gave Queen Esther the
house of Haman; Mordecai was identified as Esther's first
cousin and guardian and brought before the king. (Esther
8:1)

B. The king took off his signet ring, which he had taken from
Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. Esther appointed Mor-
decai to take charge over the house of Haman. (Esther 8:2)

C. Once again, Esther made petition to the king by falling at
his feet and begging that he reverse the letters that had
been written by Haman encouraging the destruction of the
Jews. (Esther 8:3)

D. The king held out the golden scepter to Esther; she arose
and stood before him. (Esther 8:4)

E. Esther reiterated her request to reverse the actions
brought about by Haman so the annihilation of the Jews
could be prevented. (Esther 8:5)

F. Esther concluded her petition by saying, “How can I
endure to see the evil that will come to my people? Or how
can I endure to see the destruction of my countrymen?”
(Esther 8:6)

G. King Ahasuerus responded favorably to Esther's request.
(Esther 8:7)

1. He had already turned the house of Haman over to
Esther, and Haman had been hanged. (Esther 8:7)
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2. He exhorted Queen Esther and Mordecai to write a
decree concerning the Jews; the content of the decree
was their choice. (Esther 8:8)

3. The decree was to be written in the name of the king
and sealed with his signet ring. (Esther 8:8)

4. Anything written in the king's name and sealed with
his signet could not be revoked. (Esther 8:8)

H. On the twenty-third day of the third month Sivan, the
king's scribes were called to record the decree. (Esther
8:9)

 I. The decree was written to the Jews, the governors, the
administrative officials, and the princes in all one hundred
twenty-seven provinces, from India to Ethiopia, in every
language spoken in the provinces. (Esther 8:9)

J. The decree was written in the name of the king, sealed with
the king's signet, and sent by couriers. The couriers rode
on royal horses that were bred from swift steeds. (Esther
8:10)

K. The letters containing the decree permitted the Jews who
were in every city to gather together and protect their
lives. They had permission to destroy, kill, and annihilate
all the forces of any people who assaulted them, including
women and children, and they were allowed to take the
possessions of the slain. (Esther 8:11)

L. The decree allowed the Jews to defend themselves on the
thirteenth day of the twelfth month Adar. This is the day
and month that Haman's decree had given instruction to
kill all Jews. (Esther 8:12; Esther 3:13)

           M. A copy of the document was to be issued as a decree in
every province and published for everyone, thereby giving
the Jews opportunity to prepare for avenging themselves
against their enemies. (Esther 8:13)

N. The couriers went out immediately and issued the decree
in Shushan, the palace. (Esther 8:14)
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O. Mordecai left the presence of the king wearing royal
apparel of violet and white and a great crown of gold. His
garment was fine linen and purple. (Esther 8:15)

P. The city of Shushan was cheerful and delighted by this
turn of events. (Esther 8:15)

Q. This decree had given the Jews hope, gladness, joy, and
honor. (Esther 8:16)

R. As each province heard the decree, the Jews celebrated
with cheerfulness and a feast. (Esther 8:17)

S. Out of fear, many people who were not Jews became Jews.
(Esther 8:17)

      X. CHAPTER NINE

A. On the thirteenth day of the twelfth month Adar, the king's
decree was executed. (Esther 9:1)

B. Those who desired the destruction of the Jews were
destroyed by the Jews. (Esther 9:1)

C. The Jews assembled together in every city and defeated
everyone who came against them. The fear of the Jews
was upon all the people. (Esther 9:2)

D. All the officials of the provinces helped the Jews; they
feared Mordecai. (Esther 9:3)

E. Mordecai was great in the king's palace, and his fame had
spread throughout all the provinces. Mordecai became
increasingly prominent. (Esther 9:4)

F. The Jews destroyed all their enemies with the sword. They
did what they pleased to those who hated them. (Esther
9:5)

G. In Shushan, the palace, the Jews killed five hundred men.
They also killed the ten sons of Haman, but they did not
take any possessions of those whom they killed. (Esther
9:7-10)

H. The number of those who had been slain in Shushan was
reported to the king. (Esther 9:11)
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 I. King Ahasuerus told Queen Esther what had taken place
in Shushan and asked what had been done in the other
provinces. (Esther 9:12)

J. He asked Esther what she further desired and declared
that it would be done. (Esther 9:12)

K. Queen Esther responded by requesting that the decree be
extended one more day in Shushan, and that the ten sons
of Haman be hanged on the gallows that had been built by
Haman for Mordecai. (Esther 9:13)

L. King Ahasuerus commanded that Esther's request be
fulfilled, and it was. (Esther 9:14)

           M. The Jews assembled together on the fourteenth day of
Adar and killed three hundred more men in Shushan, but
they did not take their possessions. (Esther 9:15)

N. The Jews in the remaining provinces had assembled
together and killed seventy-five thousand of their ene-
mies, but they did not take their possessions. (Esther
9:16)

O. The seventy-five thousand were killed on the thirteenth
day of Adar. On the fourteenth day of Adar, except for
those in Shushan, the Jews rested and made it a day of
feasting and gladness. (Esther 9:17)

P. The Jews in Shushan assembled together on both the
thirteenth and fourteenth days of Adar, killing a total of
eight hundred men. (Esther 9:6, 15, & 18)

Q. They feasted and rested on the fifteenth day of the month
Adar. (Esther 9:18)

R. The Jews in the unwalled cities and villages celebrated the
fourteenth day of Adar as a holiday of feasting, gladness,
and sending presents to one another. (Esther 9:19)

S. Mordecai sent letters to all the Jews in all the provinces,
declaring the fourteenth and fifteenth days of Adar as an
annual celebration for the Jews. (Esther 9:20-21)
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T. These days were to be remembered and celebrated as a
time in which the Jews had rest from the enemies who
desired to destroy them. It was a time that their sorrow
was turned into joy and a time for sending presents to one
another and giving gifts to the poor. (Esther 9:21-22)

U. The Jews accepted the custom that Mordecai had written.
(Esther 9:23)

V. Haman, who was an enemy of all Jews, had plotted to
annihilate them. He “cast Pur” to determine when to
destroy them. (Esther 9:24)

           W. Esther's appeal to the king reversed Haman's plot. What
he had devised for the Jews was executed against him and
his sons. (Esther 9:25)

X. The Jews called the fourteenth and fifteenth days of Adar
“Purim” because of the “Pur” that was cast for Haman.
(Esther 9:26)

Y. The fourteenth and fifteenth days of Adar were estab-
lished as an annual feast of the Jews. They were to be
celebrated according to the instructions that had been
written by Mordecai. (Esther 9:27)

1. These days were to be remembered and honored
throughout every generation of the Jews. (Esther
9:28)

2. It was mandatory for the Jews of every family,
province, and city to observe Purim. (Esther (9:28)

3. This annual celebration was established as a memorial
for the Jews to remind them of God's divine interven-
tion in their behalf. (Esther 9:28)

Z. Queen Esther and Mordecai teamed up. Using their author-
ity, they compiled and sent a second letter concerning
Purim to the Jews in the one hundred twenty-seven
provinces under King Ahasuerus' rule. (Esther 9:29-32)

1. This letter confirmed the days and time of Purim.
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2. It appears that the content of this letter gave instruc-
tions on how Purim was to be celebrated. These
instructions included such things as fasting and
lamenting.

3. The decree of Queen Esther confirmed the instructions
surrounding Purim.

    XI. CHAPTER TEN

A. King Ahasuerus imposed a tribute on both the mainland
and the islands under his jurisdiction. (From the definition
of the Hebrew word that was translated as “tribute,” it
appears that the tribute dealt with forced labor.) (Esther
10:1)

B. The acts of Mordecai's power and might, his greatness,
and the promotions he received from the king are recorded
in the book of chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia.
(Esther 10:2)

C. Mordecai was second to King Ahasuerus. (Esther 10:3)

D. He was great among the Jews and well received by the
multitude of his brethren. (Esther 10:3)

E. He sought the good of his people and spoke peaceably to
all his countrymen. (Esther 10:3)


