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DIVORCE

SCRIPTURE READING:

Deuteronomy 24:1-4
Matthew 5:31-32
Matthew 19:3-9
Mark 10:2-12

THEME

There is much controversy among Christians concerning divorce and remar-
riage. Biblical interpretation of the subject varies. Our intent for this study is
to give you a complete biblical perspective of divorce and remarriage. We will
learn that marriage is a type that depicts the relationship between Jesus and
the Church; consequently, violations of marriage mar the type.

I. INTRODUCTION

A. From the beginning, God has used types to illustrate that which
was to come. Marriage is one of those types.

B. According to The American Heritage Dictionary, marriage is:
“The legal union of a man and woman as husband and wife.”

C. God does not recognize union between two people of the same
sex as a marriage; He calls it an abomination. (Leviticus 18:22;
Leviticus 20:13)

D. The biblical precept of marriage is written from an eastern
perspective; however, the principles apply to every culture. There
is a tremendous difference between marriages in the eastern
and western cultures.

E. Biblical marriages followed the culture of the day, which was
basically negotiated marriages. Jacob’s negotiation with Laban
is an excellent example of Old Testament marriages. (Genesis
29:15-28)

F. From a western perspective, it appears that eastern wives were
purchased and became the property of the one who made the
purchase; therefore, the role of the wife seems to be focused
more on service than companionship.
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G. Western marriages focus more on companionship than service.
Men do not purchase or pay dowries for wives. The man and
woman enter into the union with mutual agreement.

H. Jesus purchased the Church with His blood; however, He seeks
more than service from us—He wants fellowship as well.

I. The laws of the land play a major role in both marriage and
divorce. The laws of the United States are very liberal with both
marriage and divorce.

J. When applying the Word of God to circumstances of life, we
must glean and apply the principle, not the culture. We must
apply the Spirit of the Word, not the letter of the Word.

II. WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT DIVORCE

A. Deuteronomy 24:1-4 is a documentation of Moses’ law concern-
ing divorce: “When a man hath taken a wife, and married her,
and it come to pass that she find no favour in his eyes, because
he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her
a bill of divorcement, and give it in her hand, and send her out
of his house. And when she is departed out of his house, she
may go and be another man's wife. And if the latter husband
hate her, and write her a bill of divorcement, and giveth it in
her hand, and sendeth her out of his house; or if the latter
husband die, which took her to be his wife; her former husband,
which sent her away, may not take her again to be his wife,
after that she is defiled; for that is abomination before the
Lord: and thou shalt not cause the land to sin, which the Lord
thy God giveth thee for an inheritance.”

1. According to way this law reads, uncleanness was the rea-
son for divorce. It does not give any other reason.

2. The word “uncleanness” is defined as nudity, thereby sug-
gesting that the woman was probably not a virgin, or that
she had been defiled (made unclean) in her genital area.

B. Jeremiah 3:8 is the only time in the King James version of the
Bible that the word “divorce” is mentioned. “And I saw, when
for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adul-
tery I had put her away, and given her a bill of divorce; yet her
treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the
harlot also.”
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1. This passage of scripture is recorded in an allegorical man-
ner. God is comparing Israel to an unfaithful wife whom He
sends from His presence with a certificate of divorce.

2. God did not choose another nation to take Israel’s place; He
sent her away from His presence with a legal document
that relieved Him of any obligation to her.

C. Isaiah 50:1 is closely related to Jeremiah 3:8; both are teach-
ing the same principles: “Thus saith the Lord, ‘Where is the bill
of your mother's divorcement, whom I have put away? or which
of My creditors is it to whom I have sold you? Behold, for your
iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for your transgressions
is your mother put away.’ ”

1. The principle to be gleaned from this passage of scripture
is that God will not tolerate blatant unfaithfulness.

2. Israel was put away (divorced) because of unfaithfulness;
however, God did not seek another nation to take her place.

D. Jeremiah 3:1 is a reminder of the law which is documented in
Deuteronomy 24:1-4: “They say, ‘If a man put away his wife,
and she go from him, and become another man's, shall he re-
turn unto her again? shall not that land be greatly polluted?’
but thou hast played the harlot with many lovers; yet return
again to me, saith the Lord.”

1. This husband/wife analogy is used to illustrate Israel’s
unfaithfulness to God.

2. The principle to be gleaned from this passage is that we
cannot pursue ungodliness, then expect God to come to our
rescue in times of trouble.

E. Matthew 5:31-32 reveals Jesus’ point of view concerning di-
vorce: “It hath been said, ‘Whosoever shall put away his wife,
let him give her a writing of divorcement:’ but I say unto you,
that whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of
fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever
shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.”

1. Jesus states only one reason for divorce—unfaithfulness.

2. The divorce certificate relieved the husband of any legal
obligations to the divorced wife.
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3. One who marries someone who has been divorced commits
adultery. We must learn what this statement means.

a. Committing adultery speaks of defilement.

b. One who divorces his/her mate defiles the mate be-
cause he/she has uncovered the nakedness of the mate.

c. One who marries a divorcee marries one who has been
defiled.

d. God places great emphasis on virginity because it rep-
resents purity.

e. In divorce and remarriage, defilement is not something
that continually occurs; it occurred when the one who
exposed her nakedness put her away.

f. Sexual intercourse with a woman completely exposes
her; therefore, divorcing her defiles her because she is
no longer pure as a virgin.

F. Luke 16:18 agrees with Matthew 5:31-32: “Whosoever putteth
away his wife, and marrieth another, committeth adultery: and
whosoever marrieth her that is put away from her husband
committeth adultery.”

G. Matthew 19:3-9 agrees with Matthew 5:31-32, but gives more
detail. “The Pharisees also came unto Him, tempting Him, and
saying unto Him, ‘Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for
every cause?’ And He answered and said unto them, ‘Have ye
not read, that He which made them at the beginning made them
male and female, and said, “For this cause shall a man leave
father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain
shall be one flesh?” Wherefore they are no more twain, but one
flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put
asunder.’ They say unto Him, ‘Why did Moses then command to
give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away?’ He saith
unto them, ‘Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suf-
fered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it
was not so. And I say unto you, whosoever shall put away his
wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another,
committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away
doth commit adultery.’ ”
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1. Jesus explains God’s intent for a husband and wife. They
are to become one union (entity), which foreshadows His
intent for the Church (His Body) to become one with Him.

2. From Jesus’ statement, we learn that divorce was insti-
tuted because people would not abide by God’s law and pre-
cepts.

3. Although Jesus recognized divorce as permissible, He did
not agree that one could divorce for every cause. He recog-
nized unfaithfulness as the only legitimate cause for di-
vorce.

H. Mark 10:2-12 is a documentation of the same event recorded in
Matthew 19:3-9: “And the Pharisees came to Him, and asked
Him, ‘Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife?’ tempting
Him. And He answered and said unto them, ‘What did Moses
command you?’ And they said, ‘Moses suffered to write a bill of
divorcement, and to put her away.’ And Jesus answered and
said unto them, ‘For the hardness of your heart he wrote you
this precept. But from the beginning of the creation God made
them male and female. For this cause shall a man leave his
father and mother, and cleave to his wife; and they twain shall
be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one flesh.
What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asun-
der.’ ” And in the house his disciples asked Him again of the
same matter. And He saith unto them, ‘Whosoever shall put
away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery against
her. And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be mar-
ried to another, she committeth adultery.’ ”

I. Malachi 2:14-16 states God’s attitude toward divorce: “Yet ye
say, ‘Wherefore?’ Because the Lord hath been witness between
thee and the wife of thy youth, against whom thou hast dealt
treacherously: yet is she thy companion, and the wife of thy
covenant. And did not He make one? Yet had He the residue of
the spirit. And wherefore one? That He might seek a godly
seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treach-
erously against the wife of his youth. For the Lord, the God of
Israel, saith that He hateth putting away: ‘for one covereth
violence with his garment,’ saith the Lord of hosts: therefore
take heed to your spirit, that ye deal not treacherously.”

1. From the content of this verse, we learn that the prophet is
speaking to those who made a covenant of marriage and
were not honoring their covenant.
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2. According to this passage of scripture, God detests divorce;
it is a breach of covenant.

3. The purpose of marriage is to produce a godly offspring;
therefore, it is imperative that believers marry believers.

J. I Corinthians 7:10-16 gives more insight into divorce and re-
marriage: “And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the
Lord, “Let not the wife depart from her husband: but and if she
depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her hus-
band: and let not the husband put away his wife.” But to the
rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that
believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not
put her away. And the woman which hath an husband that
believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not
leave him. For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the
wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else
were your children unclean; but now are they holy. But if the
unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not
under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace.
For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy
husband? or how knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt
save thy wife?”

1. In the first part of this passage of scripture, Paul reiter-
ates what Jesus has already taught: the husband and wife
are not to leave one another.

2. In the second part of this passage of scripture, Paul gives
insight into another area of conflict that has not been ad-
dressed in the Scriptures.

3. According to Paul, if an unbelieving partner does not want
to stay with a believing partner, the believing partner is to
let the unbelieving partner go. The believer is not obligated
to make the marriage work.

4. If an unbelieving partner chooses to stay with a believing
partner, the believing partner should honor the desire.

5. If a believer can reside with an unbeliever without com-
prising his/her convictions, it is in the best interest of the
children for the believer to remain married to the unbe-
liever.
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6. When a believer marries an unbeliever, or when an unbe-
liever gets saved, he/she must start from where he/she is.
Once the type is marred, there is nothing we can do except
repent and go forward with the Lord.

K. Ezra 10:3 illustrates the Old Testament remedy for unions formed
through disobedience. “Now therefore let us make a covenant
with our God to put away all the wives, and such as are born of
them, according to the counsel of my lord, and of those that
tremble at the commandment of our God; and let it be done
according to the law.” (Ezra 9:1-10:44; II Corinthians 6:14)

1. These heathen wives were a negative influence upon their
husbands and children. Their children did not even speak
the native language (Hebrew) of their fathers.

2. Like Solomon’s wives, these too had turned their husbands
away from following the Lord. (I Kings 11:1-4)

L. Leviticus 21:7 is instruction for the priests who represent God:
“They shall not take a wife that is a whore, or profane; neither
shall they take a woman put away from her husband: for he is
holy unto his God.”

1. This law was given to Aaron’s sons who were the priests of
Israel. Because of their position and Who they represented,
they were commanded not to join themselves to anyone
who had been previously joined to another.

2. It appears that the purpose for this law was to keep God’s
representatives free from contamination and conflict.

M. Leviticus 21:13-15 reiterates Leviticus 21:7: “And he shall take
a wife in her virginity. A widow, or a divorced woman, or pro-
fane, or an harlot, these shall he not take: but he shall take a
virgin of his own people to wife. Neither shall he profane his
seed among his people: for I the Lord do sanctify him.”

N. Ezekiel 44:22 agrees with Leviticus 21:7: “Neither shall they
take for their wives a widow, nor her that is put away : but they
shall take maidens of the seed of the house of Israel, or a
widow that had a priest before.”

O. Leviticus 22:13 gives stipulations for a priest’s daughter who
was divorced and returned home. “But if the priest's daughter
be a widow, or divorced, and have no child, and is returned unto
her father's house, as in her youth, she shall eat of her father's
meat: but there shall no stranger eat thereof.”
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P. Numbers 30:9 reveals the responsibility of a divorced woman:
“But every vow of a widow, and of her that is divorced, where-
with they have bound their souls, shall stand against her.”

Q. The previous scriptures are documentations that directly ad-
dress divorce. Any doctrine or conclusion concerning divorce
must be gleaned from these biblical accounts.

III. ISSUES OF DIVORCE NOT SCRIPTURALLY ADDRESSED

A. The Bible does not address all the problems encountered in
marriages today; therefore, we must be led by the Spirit.

B. The Bible does not address domestic violence or unemployment
in relation to marriage or divorce; therefore, one must seek the
Lord for wisdom and understanding before making a decision.

1. There is no glory in being beaten or abused; therefore, one
is not obligated to place his/her life in jeopardy.

2. A husband who is too lazy too work puts his wife in a
precarious situation; she and the children must do some-
thing in order to survive.

3. The caution with any separation or divorce is not to leave
a bad relationship to look for another relationship.

4. In cases were separation or divorce may be necessary, one
should focus his/her attention on the Lord, not companion-
ship.

C. When the Scriptures do not address specific problems or cir-
cumstances, we must rely on spiritual authority, which is lis-
tening to the Holy Spirit for counsel.

IV. SUMMARY

A. There are sixteen scriptures that directly deal with divorce.

B. These scriptures record one cause for divorce—unfaithfulness.

C. Unfaithfulness can be viewed from two different perspectives:
one natural; the other spiritual.

D. Divorce for natural unfaithfulness is an option, not a command.
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E. An unbelieving mate may attempt to draw a believing mate
away from the Lord, which would result in spiritual unfaithful-
ness. The believing mate must remain faithful to the Lord, even
if it results in divorce.

V. CONCLUSION

A. Marriage is designed to produce completion, not fulfillment.
(Fulfillment comes through one’s relationship with Jesus.) A
husband and wife are to complete one another. Often, marriages
are consummated physically, but completion never occurs be-
cause the hearts are not united in purpose.

1. A marriage that does not complete will compete.

2. The physical union of marriage is consummated with sexual
intercourse, but sexual intercourse deals with only the out-
ward man.

3. The sexual intercourse that occurs in marriage is the cause
of adultery when one is divorced. Adultery is sexual defile-
ment.

4. A man and woman should unite in heart before uniting
physically.

B. Divorce is the legal dissolution (termination) of a marriage.

C. Divorce is not an unpardonable sin; therefore, we must not
treat divorcees as though they are second-rate citizens.

D. Marriage is a type that God does not want marred; however,
sometimes divorce is unavoidable because of stubborn and re-
bellious people who refuse to submit to the Word of God.

E. Divorce should be a last resort, not a first idea.

F. The divorce rate in the United States is extremely high because
we do not seek the Lord for the right mate, and because the
laws of the land view marriage as a mutual agreement that can
be broken by mutual consent.

G. Divorce can be prevented by following the Spirit instead of the
flesh.

H. Physical attraction is deceptive; spiritual attraction is safe.
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I. Unite in heart before uniting physically. Those who do not unite
in heart will never be able to complete one another.

J. Generally speaking, divorce is not the best solution to marital
problems and certainly not the scriptural solution; it actually
creates more problems.

K. Forgiveness and reconciliation are the scriptural ways to re-
solve most all marital problems.


