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DISCERNING THE WILL OF GOD

SCRIPTURE READING

Matthew 21:28-31

But what do you think? A man had two sons. He went to the first and said,
“Son, go work today in the vineyard.” He replied, “I will not,” but afterward he
repented and went. He went to the second son and said the same thing. And
he replied, “Sir, I will go,” but he did not go. Which of the two sons did the will
of his father? They said to Him, “The first.” Jesus replied, “Verily, I say to you
that the tax collectors and prostitutes will go into the kingdom of God before
you.”

Romans 12:2

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by renewing your mind
so that you may prove what is the good, acceptable, and complete will of God.

Galatians 5:16

For this I say then, walk in the Spirit and you will not fulfill the desires of the
flesh.

Ephesians 5:17

Wherefore, do not be without wisdom, but understand what the will of the Lord
is.

I Thessalonians 4:3-6

For this is the will of God, even your sanctification: abstain from fornication.
Everyone of you should know how to preserve his body in sanctification and
honor, not in forbidden passion like the Gentiles who do not know God. No one
should go beyond this instruction and desire to have an affair with his brother’s
wife. The Lord will punish those who violate. We also have warned and ex-
horted you.

I Thessalonians 5:18

In everything give thanks because this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
concerning you.
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Hebrews 10:36

For you have need of patience so that after you have done the will of God, you
might receive the promise.

I John 2:17

The world and its desires will pass away, but he who does the will of God will
abide forever.

THEME

Discerning the will of God is not as complicated as people may think. The Bible,
which is the will of God, reveals how to know the will of God and how to be led
by the Spirit of God. In this study, we will learn certain guidelines that will keep
us from being deceived; these guidelines will also reveal to us how the Holy
Spirit leads.

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Discerning the will of God is recognizing or perceiving the de-
sires of God.

B. God’s will was fully manifested through the life and ministry of
Jesus.

C. God has given us practical ways to know His will.

D. God will not violate His Word, Spirit, love, peace, joy, or righ-
teousness, which are protective measures for those who want to
be led by the Spirit.

E. Circumstances, senses, and reason do not determine the will of
God.

F. God reveals His will through His Word and Spirit.

II. WE MUST KNOW THE WORD OF GOD

A. God will never violate His written Word.

1. Sovereign God inspired men to write His will. He expects us
to read and execute His will.

2. The Word of God is God. God does not violate Himself. (John
1:1)
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3. God will never disregard His written Word; neither should
we.

B. In order to know the Word of God, we must read and study the
Bible. (II Timothy 2:15)

C. Jesus said, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and
they follow Me.” The Word of God is the voice of God. (John
10:27)

D. One who does not know the Word of God will not recognize the
voice of the Shepherd.

E. One who does not recognize the Shepherd’s voice is prone to
follow other voices.

III. WE MUST KNOW THE SPIRIT OF GOD

A. In order to know the Spirit of God, one must be immersed in the
Holy Spirit.

B. John the baptist introduced Jesus as the One Who would baptize
people with the Holy Spirit and fire. (Luke 3:16)

C. The Holy Spirit lives in the spirit of those who have received
Jesus and yielded to His immersion in the Holy Spirit; conse-
quently, one must give attention to the inward man (spirit).

D. According to John 4:24, God is spirit; therefore, those who wor-
ship Him must worship in spirit and in truth.

E. According to John 14:16-17, the Holy Spirit is the spirit (es-
sence/life) of truth.

F. According to John 16:13, the Holy Spirit guides us into all truth.

G. According to I Corinthians 2:11, no one can truly know God
apart from the Holy Spirit.

H. According to Romans 8:16, the Holy Spirit bears witness with
our spirit.

I. To know the Holy Spirit, a person must become one with Him.
This union is accomplished through spiritual immersion.
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IV. HOW TO BE LED BY THE SPIRIT

A. God’s Spirit dwells in our spirit; therefore, the Holy Spirit leads
from the inside.

1. The Spirit leads through prompting, intuition, inner wit-
ness, or the inner voice.

2. The Holy Spirit always leads within the parameters of the
Scripture.

3. Do not look for the spectacular to lead you; listen to the still
small voice. (I Kings 19:1-16)

B. Opportunities, circumstances, and other external stimuli are
not to be accepted as substitutes for the Holy Spirit. They must
never be allowed to usurp the authority of the inward man or
the Word of God.

C. One who is led by the Spirit is not aggressively pursuing a
particular thing; he/she is yielded and welcomes advice from
the Spirit.

1. Some people try to force the Spirit to speak. Those who do
so open themselves up for spiritual input other than God.

2. Aggressiveness can also cause one to yield to reasoning
rather than the Spirit.

D. If one is where he/she is supposed to be and doing the will of
God, there is no need for God to give further instructions until
His will is completed or violated.

E. The Spirit of God leads and speaks in His time and by the
method of His choosing.

F. Being led by the Spirit requires one to be submissive and obedi-
ent to the inward man.

V. CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING THE WILL OF GOD

A. God will never violate His Word, Spirit, love, peace, joy, or righ-
teousness; therefore, every decision we make should be filtered
through these protective measures of God.

B. God’s Word is His will. For God to violate His Word, He would
have to go against His will.
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1. The New Covenant is God’s will for the Church; consequently,
the Church must learn its covenant and how it functions.

2. A will is not beneficial until it is read. One who does not
know the contents of a will cannot act according to the will.

3. Both the Old and New Testaments reveal the will of God for
humanity. The New Testament reveals how to fulfill the
will. It is imperative that we understand both the will and
the way to fulfill it.

4. God’s Word is truth. It is truth that God Himself has de-
clared. The Spirit of God will never violate God’s truth.
(John 17:17)

5. When a thought, suggestion, opportunity, etc. comes, it must
be scrutinized with the Word of God. Anything contrary to
the Word is not God.

6. Never follow an influence that does not agree with the
Word of God.

C. God’s Spirit is God; therefore, He leads according to the will or
Word of God.

1. God is not schizophrenic. The Father, Word, and Spirit are
agreeing witnesses. (I John 5:7)

2. The Holy Spirit is called the Spirit of Truth. He guides us
into all truth; consequently, He will guide us according to
the Word, which is also truth.

3. God’s will does not violate His truth. One who is led to
violate God’s truth is following a deceptive (lying) spirit.

D. God is love; therefore, His will is manifested in love.

1. God will never lead anyone to do anything contrary to His
love.

2. God’s love is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit
that He has given to us. (Romans 5:5)

3. Doing the will of God requires faith. Faith works by love.
(Galatians 5:6)

E. Jesus, the Prince of Peace, has given us His peace. (Isaiah 9:6;
John 14:27)
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1. God will never lead you to violate His peace within you.

2. According to Isaiah 26:3, God will keep one in perfect peace
whose mind remains on Him.

3. Anything that violates the peace of God is not God.

F. The joy of the Lord is our strength. (Nehemiah 8:10)

1. The joy of the Lord is not determined by circumstances.
(Philippians 4:4)

2. The joy of the Lord is not our joy; it is His joy, which is listed
in Galatians 5:22 as fruit of the Spirit.

3. The will of God will produce joy, regardless of the circum-
stances. (Romans 14:17)

G. The Spirit will never lead us outside of righteousness. (Romans
14:17)

1. The Spirit will never lead one away from God; He draws us
to Him.

2. The Holy Spirit will never lead one to sin; He is righteous.

3. Following the will of God will keep one in rightstanding
with God, in regard to fellowship.

H. Anything portraying itself as the will of God must be passed
through these protective filters: the Word, the Spirit, love, peace,
joy, and righteousness. Anything that will not pass through these
filters cannot be God.

I. The will of God is accompanied with the provision of God.

1. It is not God’s will that we be diverted by trying to provide
for His will.

2. God’s grace and means are sufficient for His will.

3. God makes provision for His vision.

VI. GOD’S WILL IS IN US

A. God is in us to will and do His good pleasure (delight or pur-
pose). (Philippians 2:13)
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B. God dwells in us through His Word and Spirit; consequently, His
will is in those who receive His Word and Spirit.

C. We must discipline ourselves to look inside for direction instead
of outside.

D. God’s will is God’s desire. He puts His desire in our hearts for
the purpose of manifesting His will in our lives, but we must
cooperate with Him.

E. Doing the will of God sustains us; it does not wear us out. One
who is burning out or wearing out needs to reevaluate his/her
agenda. (John 4:34)

VII. DISCERNING GOD’S WILL

A. Discerning the will of God is spiritual, not natural.

B. According to I Corinthians 2:11, a person cannot know the
things of God except by the Spirit.

C. Discernment is not reason; it is spiritual perception.

D. The will of God is not determined by natural means.

E. God’s will can and must be discerned.

1. Every person will give an account of himself/herself.

2. God has given us the means to know His will; therefore, we
are without excuse.

3. Lack of desire and ignoring the importance of God’s Word
and Spirit will prove to be detrimental to those who refuse
to diligently seek God.

F. Never mistake the will of the majority for the will of God. God’s
ways are not the ways of man. (Isaiah 55:8-9)

VIII. GOD’S WILL AND GOD’S ALLOWANCE

A. God will allow things to happen that are not His will; therefore,
we must never mistake God’s allowance for God’s approval.

B. What God wills and what God allows are two different things.

1. God did not will for Adam to disobey Him, but He allowed
him to choose between obedience and disobedience.
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2. God did not will for the Israelites to reject Him, but He
allowed them to choose which God they would serve.

3. God does not will for us to disobey His Word or violate His
Spirit, but He will allow to do so.

C. When God declares His will, He expects us to cooperate, how-
ever, He will not make us do His will.

D. God has given humanity dominion in earth. We have the au-
thority to execute God’s will.

1. The earth is the Lord’s; God is the owner. (I Corinthians
10:26)

2. God has appointed us as administrators or overseers of His
creation. (Genesis 1:26-31)

3. As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we have spiritual
authority in earth. What we bind is bound, and what we
loose is loosed. (Matthew 18:18-19; Matthew 28:18-20)

E. God has designed that the earth be managed and maintained
through cooperative fellowship—God’s power and humanity’s
authority.

F. God has appointed us as overseers of His property. If things go
awry, it is not God’s fault; it is the fault of the oversight.

G. Although God will allow that which He does not will, He will hold
the violator of His will accountable.

IX. SUMMARY

A. Discerning the will of God is recognizing or perceiving the de-
sires of God.

B. We must know the Word of God.

C. We must know the Spirit of God.

D. We must learn how the Spirit leads.

E. We must follow the criteria for determining the will of God.

F. God’s will is in us.
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G. Discerning God’s will is spiritual, not natural.

H. God allows things that He does not will.

X. CONCLUSION

A. People make many excuses for not following the will of God; not
one is acceptable.

B. Ephesians 5:17 says, “Wherefore do not be unwise, but under-
stand what the will of the Lord is.”

C. We can and must know the will of God for our lives.

D. Accountability cannot be avoided. According to Romans 14:12,
every person will give an account of himself/herself to God.

E. Each one of us is accountable for how we have responded to the
will of God.

F. The will of God will never be accomplished in the life of an
individual who has not made God his/her priority.

G. Only those who are led by the Spirit of God will fulfill the will of
God for their lives.

H. We must determine in our hearts to know the will of God and
submit ourselves to the Word and Spirit of God so that this
determination can become a reality.

I. God wants His will operating in earth just as it is in heaven. In
order for this desire to occur, we must learn to discern the will
of God, then implement it.




