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DEVELOPING AN ACCURATE BELIEF SYSTEM

SCRIPTURE READING:

II Timothy 3:16-17

All scripture is given by inspiration of God; it is beneficial for instruction, for
conviction, for correction, and for training in righteousness so that people of
God may be complete, fully equipped for good works.

II Timothy 4:1-5

Therefore, I exhort you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, Who will judge
the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom; preach the word.
Be prepared both at opportune and inopportune times. Refute, admonish, and
entreat with patience and instruction. For the time will come when they will
not endure sound doctrine,but following their own desires, they will accumu-
late to themselves teachers who will teach what they want to hear. They will
turn their ears from the truth and listen to fiction. But you be discreet in all
things. Undergo hardships; do the work of an evangelist, and fulfill your
ministry.

John 17:17

Sanctify them through Your truth: Your Word is truth.

THEME

Because we live in a world of varied beliefs, it is imperative that we know and
follow truth. The Word of God is the truth that we must follow; it is the truth
by which we will be judged. It is time for each of us to evaluate our system of
belief in light of God’s Word. Beliefs based upon traditions and opinions that
do not agree with the Word of God must be abandoned. We must be certain
that our belief system agrees with God’s belief system.

I. INTRODUCTION

A. “To develop” means to bring from latency to fulfillment, or to
grow by degrees into a more advanced or mature state.

B. The American Heritage Dictionary defines “accurate” as con-
forming exactly to fact; errorless.
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C. The American Heritage Dictionary defines “belief” as mental
acceptance of and conviction in the truth, actuality, or validity
of something.

D. The American Heritage Dictionary defines “system” as a group
of interacting, interrelated, or interdependent elements form-
ing a complex whole.

E. From these definitions, we understand that developing an accu-
rate belief system means to advance progressively in fact and
conviction of truth until all the components form a completion.

F. We must subject ourselves to the Word of God for the purpose of
gathering and assimilating facts until a conviction system is
established.

II. EVALUATING OUR BELIEFS

A. To  evaluate our belief system properly, we must ask ourselves
the following questions:

1. What do I believe?

2. Why do I believe what I believe?

3. From where did my beliefs come?

4. Do the Scriptures support my beliefs?

5. How do I develop an accurate belief system?

B. We must examine our beliefs in the light of God’s Word.

III. DEVELOPING OUR BELIEFS

A. The Word of God must be the final and absolute authority for
our beliefs. If the Bible does not teach it, we must not build
upon it.

B. Developing suggests progression; we build our belief system
one precept at a time.

1. Building our belief system begins with knowing in Whom
we believe.
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2. Jesus is our pattern; therefore, all of our beliefs must be in
agreement with His life, ministry, and instructions.

C. All doctrinal beliefs must be supported by the scriptures in
context. We should read the entire context, then glean the fact
or principle.

1. We must guard against looking for scriptures that agree
with what we believe. If the scriptural context does not
support our belief, we must not use the scripture to justify
our belief.

2. Some scriptures will stand alone, but the meaning of many
scriptures is confined to their context.

3. Keeping the scripture in its context, we must discover who
is speaking, to whom he is speaking, what provoked the
comments, what is the setting, and how does the scripture
apply to us personally. By following this pattern, we can
learn the principle that is being taught.

D. Developing a belief system requires one to evaluate his beliefs
in light of God’s Word, make any necessary changes, be certain
that they are accurately formed from scriptural context, then
become established in them.

E. Not all religious and denominational beliefs are scriptural be-
liefs; therefore, we must screen our beliefs with the Word of
God in context.

IV. RECOGNIZING OPPOSITIONAL BELIEFS

A. Traditional beliefs are beliefs that have been passed from one
generation to another.

1. Traditional beliefs often oppose the truth of God’s Word.

2. Traditional beliefs originate from experiences, opinions,
superstitions, etc. They may or may not be true.

B. Religious beliefs are general beliefs of a system that portrays
itself to be the standard that people must follow in order to
please God.
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1. The religious system is comprised of various denomina-
tions. Although their beliefs may differ, they sometimes
unite, especially when their authority and prestige are chal-
lenged.

2. Jesus warned against following the doctrine of the reli-
gious system. (Matthew 16:12)

C. Denominational beliefs are beliefs embraced by an organization
and imposed upon its constituents.

1. In order to belong to a particular denomination, you must
adhere to the beliefs of that organization.

2. Denominations are often formed as a result of overempha-
sizing a particular belief. The belief may or may not be
scripturally accurate.

3. Overemphasis of a belief often leads to an extreme that
produces error.

4. According to I Corinthians chapter three, dividing the Body
of Christ is carnal.

D. Theoretical beliefs are beliefs based upon theory, not fact.

1. Theory is a substitute for fact. When the facts are known,
theory is not needed.

2. When facts are unknown, men often formulate ideas and
opinions that consummate in theory.

3. Darwin’s theory is an example of a theoretical belief. It is
grossly inaccurate, but it is accepted by many as truth.

E. Scriptural beliefs are beliefs established from facts extracted
from scripture in its context.

1. In the mouth of two or three witnesses, let every word be
established. (Deuteronomy 17:6; Deuteronomy 19:15; Num-
bers 35:30; Matthew 18:16; John 8:16-17)

2. Scriptural beliefs should have at least two scriptures, in
context, that support the beliefs.
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3. Scriptural beliefs agree with the scriptures; they do not
manipulate or distort the scriptures.

4. Scriptural beliefs are formed from the fact or principle
that is revealed in scriptural context.

V. CHALLENGING BELIEFS

A. What should one do if his belief is challenged?

1. When one’s belief is challenged, he must evaluate the valid-
ity of his belief, then he must summit to or resist the chal-
lenge.

2. When Jesus, Peter, John, Stephen, and Paul challenged re-
ligious beliefs, many resisted. Many refused to accept the
truth, but some did.

3. Acts 17:11 is an excellent example of what one should do
when his belief is challenged. The Bereans searched the
scriptures to learn the validity of the challenge.

B. Truth challenges beliefs.

1. Truth reveals deception and error.

2. God’s Word is truth. (John 17:17)

3. All beliefs must be subjected to truth.

a. It is detrimental for one to reject truth.

b. One can be deceived into following, or even dying for,
something that is false. (I Timothy 4:1-3; II Timothy
3:13; II Timothy 4:1-4)

4. When truth does not agree with our belief, we must change
our belief and submit to truth.

5. We must allow God’s Word to become the standard for our
lives; anything opposing His Word must be recognized as a
lie. (Romans 3:4)
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VI. SUMMARY

A. Our belief system must be developed according to the Word of
God.

B. Developing an accurate belief system begins with properly evalu-
ating one’s current beliefs.

C. Beliefs that do not agree with the Word of God must be aban-
doned or adjusted.

D. Our belief system is developed progressively; it must continue
to develop as long as we live.

E. We must recognize and avoid oppositional beliefs.

F. We must not allow tradition, denomination, religion, theory, or
anything else to usurp the authority and validity of God’s Word.

G. When our beliefs are challenged, we must search the scriptures
until we learn the truth. Once we learn the truth, we must
continue in it.

VII. CONCLUSION

A. Both the inward (spiritual) and outward (physical) man are
dominated by the individual’s belief system.

B. Everyone has a belief system, but very few have a belief sys-
tem that completely agrees with the Word of God.

C. God has given to us His Word and His Spirit to establish and
lead us into truth.

D. We must allow God’s Word to reign supremely in our lives.

E. The Holy Spirit is identified as the Spirit of Truth. We must
submit to His leading and allow Him the opportunity to reveal
the truth of God’s Word to us.

F. How accurate are our beliefs?

G. Are we willing to submit to truth and change our beliefs when
necessary?
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H. May God give unto you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in
the knowledge of His Son Jesus so that your belief system may
become accurate and established.




