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COMPREHENDING THE BIBLE

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Many people read the Bible without understanding what they
are reading.

B. Reading the Bible without comprehending what it is saying is of
little value. There is no sustenance for growth.

C. Our objective for reading the Bible must never be to satisfy our
consciences or to impress others. We should read for under-
standing and application.

D. When reading the Bible, how many of you generally under-
stand what you read?

1. It is extremely important to use a translation that you can
understand.

2. Be cautious with paraphrased Bibles. Although the reading
may be easy, the text may not be accurate.

E. How well do you relate to what is going on in the narrative you
are reading?

F. Can you visualize the scene? (Closely related experiences en-
hance visualization.)

G. Do you get into its setting? (If possible, become one of the
characters.)

H. Can you place yourself into the historical events in the Bible?
(Imagination must be stimulated with facts.)

I. Do you find yourself skipping words you cannot pronounce?

J. How many of you avoid reading or studying certain areas of
the Bible? Why?

K. We must be interested in what we are reading in order for our
comprehension to be high.
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L. If we are not attentive to what we are reading, our comprehen-
sion rate will be low.

M. Regardless of how well one reads, if the reader is not interested
in the subject being read, the comprehension rate will not be
high.

1. Proper pronunciation without understanding is sound with-
out substance.

2. Memorization without revelation is, at best, impressive.

N. How we approach the Scriptures affects our comprehension.
(Are we reading to read or reading to understand?)

O. “Quality” reading must always take precedence over “quan-
tity” reading.

1. We must not put emphasis on how many chapters we can
read. We must read for comprehension.

2. It is better to have an excellent understanding of one chap-
ter than to read ten chapters with very little understand-
ing.

3. Superficial reading produces very little comprehension; how-
ever, concentrated reading produces excellent comprehen-
sion.

a. Superficial reading is seeing only the written words.

b. Concentrated reading is looking for the message in the
words.

P. God never intended for us to pick and choose the scriptures we
want to read or avoid. The Bible should be read in its entirety.

Q. “All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that
the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good
work.” (II Timothy 3:16-17 RSV)

R. According to professional studies, comprehension is based upon
approach. Approach is divided into two categories, considerate
and inconsiderate. Whether we are teaching or learning, our
approach is extremely important.
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S. Looking at these two methods and learning to apply the right
one should enhance our comprehension of the Bible.

II. CONSIDERATE APPROACH

A. According to the New American Heritage Dictionary, “consid-
erate” is defined as, “having or marked by regard for the needs
or feelings of others. Characterized by careful thought; deliber-
ate.”

B. Considerate approach is when you attempt to relate to the
content and format of the material you are reading.

C. When reading or studying the Bible, we must consider the
speaker, the subject, the audience, the setting, the time period,
the language, and the culture.

D. By using the approach of asking who, what, where, when, why,
and how, we can gain valuable insight into the Word of God.

E. When studying the Scriptures, we must look for the truth that
is conveyed.

1. What is God saying?

2. What principle is He trying to reveal?

F. When studying scripture, we must consider the context and
culture in which it is written. (Examples: Jeremiah 29:11; Jer-
emiah 33:3; Matthew 25:1-13; II Corinthians 13:12)

III. INCONSIDERATE APPROACH

A. According to the New American Heritage Dictionary, “incon-
siderate” is defined as, “thoughtless of others; displaying a lack
of consideration. Not well considered or carefully thought out;
ill-advised.”

B. Attempting to understand the Bible through our culture and
vocabulary is an inconsiderate approach. This approach at-
tempts to get the context to relate to the reader instead of the
reader relating to the context.
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C. Not researching the language and customs that relate to the
selected scripture of study is inconsiderate. (For example: We
must not attempt to interpret eastern culture through western
eyes.)

D. Not looking to the One Who inspired the writing of the Scrip-
tures is inconsiderate.

1. Reference materials and word studies are excellent tools
to enhance our understanding, but they do not produce
revelation.

a. The theological definition of revelation is: “A manifes-
tation of divine will or truth.”

b. Although reference materials and word studies can
assist or stimulate revelation, they cannot produce
revelation.

c. Study tools educate and provoke; the Holy Spirit re-
veals.

2. The Holy Spirit who inspired to write also inspires to un-
derstand.

IV. PROPER APPROACH DEVELOPMENT

A. Research reveals that when characters interact and conflict
occurs and is resolved, the interest of the reader is more in-
tense than facts without story.

B. When reading text that does not have obvious characters or
conflict, go back as far as necessary to locate the characters or
conflict.

C. Context is vital to comprehension. Find the who, what, where,
when, and how of the context, then the comprehension level
will increase.

D. Whenever possible, use visuals to enhance the understanding
of a setting. Be cautious not to get sidetracked by the visuals.

V. SUMMARY

A. Reading the Bible without understanding what is being read
cannot bring one to spiritual maturity.
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B. Our purpose for reading the Bible should be to understand the
subjects and to apply the principles in our daily lives.

C. When reading the Bible, choose a translation that is both accu-
rate and easy to read.

D. “Quality” reading must always take precedence over “quan-
tity” reading.

E. Our rate of comprehension is directly related to our reading
approach and interest.

F. Considerate approach relates to the content and format of the
material being read.

G. Attempting to understand the Bible through one’s culture and
vocabulary is an inconsiderate approach.

             H. Finding the who, what, where, when, and how of the context
increases one’s comprehension level.

VI. CONCLUSION

A. The excuse, “I do not understand what I am reading,” cannot
be used as a reason to avoid reading the Bible.

B. Through desire and effort, lack of understanding can be dimin-
ished.

C. Both reading ability and rate of comprehension can be im-
proved through effort and training.

D. The Bible is filled with historical scenes in which conflict re-
quires action. Get involved in the narrative. If possible, become
one of the characters. By getting involved in the setting, the
interest level rises, which, in turn, will raise the comprehension
level.

E. Do not be content with being a reader only; place yourself in
the scene and become part of the action.




