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BIBLE FAITH

SCRIPTURE READING

Romans 1:17

For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is
written, The just shall live by faith.

Romans 10:17

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

II Corinthians 5:7

For we walk by faith, not by sight.

Hebrews 11:1

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Hebrews 11:6

But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.

THEME

We should not be afraid of true Bible faith. We must learn God’s Word
concerning faith and then put into practice that which we have learned.  Many
of the “faith” teachings we have heard are not necessarily teachings on Bible
faith.  Faith is putting trust or confidence in something or someone.  Bible faith
believes and relies on the Word of God, not the circumstances.

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Bible faith is often misunderstood.

1. Hebrews 11:1 tells us that faith is substance.

2. Many people think of faith as nothing because it is invisible,
but faith is spiritual substance, which will, in due time,
become visible.
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3. The word “substance” (hupostasis) is literally a standing
under, a foundation, or that which stands. It is a support.

4. Bible faith establishes us upon a foundation in which we can
be confident.

5. The substance or foundation in which we have confidence is
the Word of God , which is forever settled in heaven. (Psalm
119:89)

6. Bible faith will always demonstrate confidence in God’s
Word, knowing that God does not change, neither will He
fail.

7. Bible faith knows that God will watch over His Word (both
written and spoken) to see that it accomplishes that which
He sent it to do. (Isaiah 55:8-11)

8. Hebrews 11:1 also tells us that faith is evidence.

9. The word “evidence” (elegchos) is literally proof or conviction.

a. We must distinguish between two types of evidence,
substantial and circumstantial.

b. Substantial evidence is real or true. Circumstances do
not affect substantial evidence.

c. Circumstantial evidence is totally dependent upon the
circumstances. The circumstances make things appear
to be a certain way.

d. Bible faith provides substantial evidence (God's Word),
disregarding circumstantial evidence.

B. Bible faith can be described as follows: One hears God speak; he
is convinced that God has spoken; then, he acts according to what
God has spoken.

C. There is a faith which is not Bible faith.

1. One can have faith to fail rather than to succeed.

2. Circumstances can be our substance or foundation. (This
foundation, which produces doubt and unbelief, will surely
lead to failure.)
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3. One can have faith in someone or something.

4. One can have faith in his senses.

5. The type faith one has will be revealed by the foundation
upon which he is standing.

D. The Greek dictionary definition of faith (pistis) is very simple:
faith is firm persuasion. One who is persuaded is convinced.

E. Faith is a conviction based upon hearing.

1. Our faith is determined by what we are hearing.

2. The hearing which produces Bible faith comes as a result of
God’s Word being spoken to man’s heart.

II. THE OPERATION OF FAITH

A. The simplicity of faith follows this divine order: hear; be
convinced; act; and possess.

1. Hearing always precedes faith.

2. Faith comes as a result of hearing.

3. One who hears must be convinced that the message heard
is from God.

4. One who is convinced that the message heard is from God
must act according to the message.

5. One who acts upon what God has spoken to his heart will
possess what God has declared.

6. Faith is not consummated until the spirit, soul, and body
harmonize. When this harmony takes place, the belief of the
spirit man will be manifested by the physical man.

a. The “hearing” and “convincing” take place in the spirit
man; the “acting” takes place in the physical man.

b. When the inward man is in control of an individual's
life, the body will act according to what the inward man
believes and desires.
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c. One who is dominated by the physical man (flesh), may
hear and be convinced that God has spoken, but he may
not act according to what God has spoken because it
doesn't appeal to the physical man.

d. The natural man doesn't understand spiritual ways;
consequently, he must be controlled by the inward man.

B. Bible faith is based or established upon God’s Word.

1. Bible faith always operates upon the assurance that God’s
Word is true.

2. Bible faith speaks of God’s promises to the believer as
having already been established or brought to pass.

a. The redemptive work of Jesus Christ is a finished work;
the legal side of redemption has already been
accomplished.

b. Bible faith agrees with the Word rather than the
circumstances, thereby bringing the legal aspects of
redemption into practical everyday living.

c. To say, “I will be healed someday” is not faith; it is hope.

d. God’s Word says we were healed by the stripes of Jesus.
(I Peter 2:24)

e. Bible faith speaks the same words God has already said
after they become reality to the heart.

3. Faith does not come from the written Word of God; it comes
from the spoken Word of God. The spoken Word of God comes
as a result of the written Word of God.

4. Many people believe that speaking the written Word of God
is faith, but this is a deception.

a. Faith comes by hearing, not saying.

b. Confessing what God says is certainly not wrong, but we
must not be deceived into thinking that confession is
faith.
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c. Confession may eventually result in revelation, but it is
not revelation in and of itself.

d. The will of God is manifested through action, not
confession.

e. Faith comes when we hear God, not us, speaking to our
hearts.

f. When God speaks to our hearts, information becomes
revelation.

g. Faith comes from revelation, not information; revelation
comes from information.

h. It is imperative that we speak what we believe instead
of trying to believe what we speak. (II Corinthians 4:13)

i. We must listen to God and allow His Word to talk to us
instead of telling God and His Word what we think He's
saying.

j. Our confessions and actions must agree with our
hearing; otherwise, faith is not in operation.

5. Faith is not consummated until the one who hears becomes
so convinced that he acts upon what he has heard.

C. Bible faith possesses immediately.

1. Faith says, “I have it now.”

2. Hope says, “I will have it someday.”

3. Bible faith does not believe because it sees; it believes
because God has spoken.

a. Faith is not based upon the senses; it is based upon the
Word of God.

b. Circumstances will neither prove nor disprove the Word
of God. (Truth is always truth.)

c. Bible faith does not consider the circumstances; it
considers Jesus.
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D. Faith is the result of the beliefs of the heart.

1. The heart is the “inward man” that Paul speaks of in II Co-
rinthians 4:16-18.

2. Bible faith cannot be established upon the thoughts of the
brain or the five physical senses. (These senses are: seeing;
hearing; smelling; feeling; and tasting.) Faith must be
established upon the beliefs of the heart.

3. Knowing the truth in one’s head is not the same as believing
that truth in one’s heart.

4. Mental assent is not faith!  Mental assent hears the Word
of God and agrees that it is true, but it does not act upon the
Word.

5. Bible faith does not question the manifestation; it is con-
vinced of possession before the manifestation and acts
accordingly.

6. Believing with the heart produces a conviction that must be
followed by corresponding action, which will result in
possession.

a. Hearing precedes believing. (Romans 10:14)

b. Believing produces the conviction that precedes the
action, which results in possessing. (Mark 11:23-24)

c. Once we possess something, there is no need to believe
for it.

d. Inward possession precedes outward possession.

E. Patience is the working partner of faith. Faith is stabilized by
patience. (Hebrews 6:11-15; Hebrews 10:35-38)

III. TWO TYPES OF FAITH

(For the sake of explanation, we will refer to the two types of faith
as the “Abraham” and the “Thomas” kinds of faith.)

A. The Thomas kind of faith is seen in John 20:24-29.
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1. The Thomas kind of faith depends upon the senses; it is
under the control of the natural man.

2. The Thomas kind of faith says, “I will only believe what I can
see.”

3. The Thomas kind of faith limits one to the natural realm.

4. The Thomas kind of faith exempts one from the Abrahamic
blessing, which is referred to in Genesis 12, 15, 17, and 22.

5. The Thomas kind of faith is not Bible faith because it is based
upon the senses and upon reasoning.

B. The Abraham kind of faith is found in Romans 4:16-22.

1. The Abraham kind of faith depends upon God’s Word.

2. The Abraham kind of faith says “I believe; therefore, I see.”

3. The Abraham kind of faith is not limited to the natural
realm.

4. The Abraham kind of faith involves the following three
principles: (Romans 4:17-25)

a. It “considers not.” (Romans 4:19)

(1) Abraham was not unaware of circumstances, like
an ostrich with its head in the sand.

(2) He considered God’s Word to be more reliable than
his physical senses.

b. It “staggers not.” (Romans 4:20)

(1) God gave Abraham a promise which seemed
impossible.

(2) Abraham stood firm with that promise, and he
refused to be moved by the circumstances or the
magnitude of the promise.

c. It is “fully persuaded.” (Romans 4:21)

(1) Abraham was convinced of God’s integrity.
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(2) He was also convinced of God’s ability.

5. The Abraham kind of faith is actually the faith of God.

a. Mark 11:22 literally says, “Have the faith of God,” or
“Have the God kind of faith.”

b. Galatians 2:20 proves that one living in a physical body
can have the God kind of faith.

6. The seed of Abraham should operate with the Abraham kind
of faith. (Galatians 3:29)

7. The Abraham kind of faith is Bible faith, which is based upon
the Word of God rather than upon the senses or upon
reasoning.

8. When Abraham heard God speak, he was so convinced that
he acted upon what he heard. (Genesis 12:1-5; Genesis 22:1-
12)

9. Those who operate with the Abraham kind of faith will be
so convinced when God speaks that they, too, will act upon
the spoken Word of God.

10. The Abraham kind of faith requires corresponding action.

IV. HOW TO RECEIVE FAITH

A. Faith comes as a result of hearing; hearing comes as a result of
God speaking. (Romans 10:17)

1. The “hearing” of Romans 10:17 is a present tense hearing.

2. “Word” is the Greek word rhema, which means an utterance.

3. It is imperative that we understand the difference between
rhema and logos.

a. Rhema is the spoken word of God.

b. Logos is the written word of God.

c. Logos does not produce faith; rhema produces faith.



9

4. What one has heard through the proclamation of the written
Word does not produce faith; it produces information.

5. What one has heard through the proclamation of the written
Word provides the potential for faith to be manifested.  We
could say that what one has heard gives him the potential
to “hear.”

6. It is not what we have heard that brings faith; faith comes
when we hear God speak.

7. When the written Word becomes the spoken Word, faith is
available.

8. Having heard the written Word of God gives one the
resources for hearing God speak.

9. Faith comes by hearing, not reading or quoting.

B. The hearing that produces faith does not come through the
natural ears; it comes to the inward man.

1. The hearing that brings faith is present tense; it hears now.

2. Proverbs 4:20-23 is good instruction for those who desire to
walk in faith.

3. Joshua 1:8 reveals the key to “hearing.” (We must meditate
on the Word of God day and night.)

4. One who continues in the Word of God day and night
increases his potential to hear God speak.

5. The hearing that brings faith comes from the way one lives
rather than from what one says.

C. Faith is fruit produced by the spirit man. (Galatians 5:22-23)

1. The moment one is born again, he has the potential for
producing the God kind of faith.

2. God dwells in our hearts by His Spirit, thereby giving unto
us His faith, by which we can live. (Galatians 2:20)

3. Growth is not automatic, even though the seed of faith is in
us.
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4. We must constantly study and meditate upon God’s Word in
order to produce the fruit of faith.

5. Fruit comes as a result of union or intercourse. The amount
of fruit produced in our lives will be directly related to the
amount of intimate time we spend alone with the Lord.

6. Study and meditation of God's Word will set an environment
conducive to the “hearing” necessary to produce faith.

V. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FAITH AND WALKING IN THE
SPIRIT

A. Faith comes by hearing our spirit man tell us what God has to
say about the situation. (Romans 10:17)

B. “The just shall live by faith” refers to one who is justified hearing
his spirit bring forth God’s Word. (Romans 1:17)

C. To “walk by faith” means to act according to what God has
spoken to our hearts. (II Corinthians 5:7)

D. “Without faith,” or without hearing one’s spirit saying what God
says, “it is impossible to please God.” (Hebrews 11:6)

E. We must learn to walk daily by listening to the Spirit and by
getting our directions and instructions from the “inward man.”

F. God directs us and encourages us to walk in the spirit as His
Spirit communicates with man’s spirit.

G. One who does not walk in the spirit will not be able to stand in
faith.

H. Proverbs 6:20-23 is a key to walking in the spirit, or to walking
in faith.

 I. Walking in the spirit is simply making all our decisions from the
“inward man” rather than from the “outward man.”

J. One who does not walk in the spirit, or follow the leading of the
spirit, cannot have Bible faith because the spirit provides the
hearing that produces faith.
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K. There are many professing Christians who do not have “ears to
hear.” We must realize the importance of our spiritual ears and
we must listen attentively to what God is saying. (Mark 4:23)

VI. THE FIGHT OF FAITH (I Timothy 6:12)

A. The battlefield where faith must fight is the mind. (II Cor-
inthians 10:3-5)

B. The battle involves one’s reasoning versus the Word of God.

C. Thoughts opposing God’s Word come to us constantly; therefore,
it is extremely important that the Word of God come to us
constantly to counter-attack these thoughts.

1. In order for the Word to come, we must read and study the
Word of God.

2. Meditating upon the Word of God will bring forth the Word
in crucial times.

3. When the Word issues forth from the spirit man, faith
comes.

D. The fight of faith is, literally, the comparison of every thought
to the Word of God and the refusal to meditate upon anything
contrary to God’s Word.

1. Refusing to meditate, or ponder, will cause the thought to
leave.

2. Conception takes place as a result of meditation.

3. Faith is the result of meditating upon the Word of God.

4. Worry is negative meditation; it is always contrary to God’s
Word.

E. The following are examples of the faith fight:

1. When one hears the Word of God on healing, he must make
a decision.

a. At the same time the Word is heard, the senses are also
“heard.”
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b. The decision made at this critical point of battle
determines the results. Agreeing with God brings healing;
agreeing with the senses results in sickness.

2. One must choose between a doctor’s report and God’s Word.
(Faith is placed in one or the other.)

3. When one hears the Word of God concerning walking in
health and decides to walk in health, he must not allow
symptoms to persuade him otherwise.

a. Symptoms come to steal the Word.

b. A decision must be made. Will we believe the senses or
the Word of God?

c. Believing and submitting to the Word of God instead of
the symptoms will produce a resistance that will cause
the symptoms to flee.

d. Believing and submitting to the symptoms will also
produce a resistance that will cause the Word to flee.

F. The fight of faith is a decision of submission. We must choose to
whom we submit, God's Word or the circumstances.

VII. FAITH'S FOUNDATION

A. Faith comes as a result of hearing the spirit man speak the Word
of God that has been sown into the heart.

B. Faith works one hundred percent of the time, but the  Word does
not always produce a one hundred percent harvest. (Mark 4:20)

1. The Word of God must be acted upon before it will produce.
Faith requires corresponding action. (James 2:17)

2. The soil, or heart, determines the harvest.

3. Good ground can produce thirty, sixty, or one hundred-fold
return.

4. How well one hears or receives the Word (seed) is determined
by how sensitive his heart is to the Spirit.
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5. God’s Word is incorruptible seed; therefore, the potential for
production is always there. (I Peter 1:23)

C. Hearing is the foundation for faith; therefore, we must keep our
hearts free from everything that has the potential of interfering
with hearing the voice of God.

D. Hearing God speak must be followed by affirmative action;
otherwise, nothing will happen.

VIII. SUMMARY

A. Bible faith is established upon God’s Word.

B. Bible faith comes as a result of hearing the spoken Word of God.

C. Hearing comes as a result of feeding and meditating on God’s
Word.

D. Faith is present tense; it possesses now.

E. Bible faith is so convinced of what it has heard that it goes into
action. Without action, faith cannot be consummated.

F. Bible faith speaks what it believes rather than trying to believe
what it speaks.

G. Bible faith issues from the heart of man, not the head.

H. Bible faith considers not, staggers not, and is fully persuaded.

 I. There are basically two types of faith.

1. “Thomas faith” believes only what it sees.

2. “Abraham faith” sees what it believes.

J. Faith is fruit of the Spirit.

K. Walking in faith and walking in the Spirit are inseparable.

L. We are told to fight the good fight of faith. (I Timothy 6:12)

M. The fight of faith involves one’s reasoning versus God’s Word.

N. The fight of faith takes place in the mind of man.
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O. We are to maintain control of the thought life by bringing all
thoughts into “captivity,” which means bringing them in line
with God’s Word. (II Corinthians 10:5)

P. We are not told to fight the devil; we are told to resist him. (James
4:7) Jesus has already defeated the devil. (Colossians 2:15;
I John 3:8; Revelation 1:18)

IX. CONCLUSION

A. Operating in Bible faith is the only way we can please God.

B. One who does not walk in the Spirit will not produce Bible faith.

C. We know that faith can grow or increase.

1. Faith will grow or increase when the hearing is increased.

2. He who has ears to hear, let him hear what the Spirit is
saying.

D. The keys to walking in the kingdom or dominion of God are:
taking God literally at His Word; believing what He says above
everything else; and acting upon what He has spoken.

E. The spirit sees more accurately than the senses; therefore, it is
more dependable. We must be led by the spirit.

F. Faith does not wait to receive; faith receives now.

G. True Bible faith receives immediately, even before the
manifestation.

H. Faith comes by hearing.

 I. The Word of God is our resource for hearing.

J. What are we hearing?

K. We can locate ourselves by listening to our conversation. Out of
the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. (Matthew 12:34)

L. Let’s study and meditate upon the Word of God. This commitment
will enable us to think like God thinks, speak like God speaks, and
act like God acts.


