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THE ANOINTING

SCRIPTURE READING

Exodus 30:22-25

Moreover the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, “Take thou also unto thee
principal spices, of pure myrrh five hundred shekels, and of sweet cinnamon
half so much, even two hundred and fifty shekels, and of sweet calamus two
hundred and fifty shekels, and of cassia five hundred shekels, after the shekel
of the sanctuary, and of oil olive an hin: and thou shalt make it an oil of holy
ointment, an ointment compound after the art of the apothecary: it shall be an
holy anointing oil.”

Exodus 30:31-33

And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying, “This shall be an holy
anointing oil unto Me throughout your generations. Upon man's flesh shall it
not be poured, neither shall ye make any other like it, after the composition of
it: is holy, and it shall be holy unto you. Whosoever compoundeth any like it,
or whosoever putteth any of it upon a stranger, shall even be cut off from his
people.

Exodus 40:9-15

And thou shalt take the anointing oil, and anoint the tabernacle, and all that
is therein, and shalt hallow it, and all the vessels thereof: and it shall be holy.
And thou shalt anoint the altar of the burnt offering, and all his vessels, and
sanctify the altar: and it shall be an altar most holy. And thou shalt anoint the
laver and his foot, and sanctify it. And thou shalt bring Aaron and his sons unto
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and wash them with water. And
thou shalt put upon Aaron the holy garments, and anoint him, and sanctify him;
that he may minister unto Me in the priest's office. And thou shalt bring his
sons, and clothe them with coats: and thou shalt anoint them, as thou didst
anoint their father, that they may minister unto Me in the priest's office: for
their anointing shall surely be an everlasting priesthood throughout their
generations.

Isaiah 10:27

And it shall come to pass in that day, that his burden shall be taken away from
off thy shoulder, and his yoke from off thy neck, and the yoke shall be
destroyed because of the anointing.



2

I John 2:27

But the anointing which ye have received of Him abideth in you, and ye need
not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all
things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide
in Him.

THEME

Anointing seems to have become a household word among pentecostals and
charismatics, but do we really understand anointing? In this study, we will look
at many scriptures and establish a biblical foundation for understanding
anointing. We will also learn the difference between anointing and inspiration.

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Anointing is generally thought of as the power of God operating
through an individual, which, in reality, is the inspiration of God
producing supernatural results.

B. What is anointing?

1. There are two Hebrew words in the King James Version of
the Bible which have been translated “anointing”—mishchah
(meesh-khaw') and shemen (sheh'-men).

a. The definition of mishchah is “unction, or a consecratory
gift.”

b. The definition of shemen is “grease.” Used in a figurative
sense, shemen means “richness.”

2. There are also two Greek words in the King James Version
of the Bible which have been translated as anointing—
aleipho (al-i'-fo) and chrisma (khris'-mah).

a. Aleipho (al-i'-fo) means “to oil.”

b. Chrisma (khris'-mah) is defined as “an unguent or
smearing.” In a figurative sense, chrisma means
“endowment.”
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3. The New American Heritage Dictionary defines anointing as
follows: 1. To apply oil, ointment, or a similar substance to;
2. To put oil on during a religious ceremony as a sign of
sanctification or consecration; 3. To choose by or as if by
divine intervention.

C. When we look at anointing from a word definition only, we have
difficulty understanding what anointing really means.

D. The only way that we can fully grasp the true meaning of
anointing is by looking at the scriptures that speak of anointing.

E. By understanding what anointing did under the Old Covenant,
we can better understand what anointing does under the New
Covenant.

II. OLD TESTAMENT ANOINTING

A. The word “anointing” is mentioned 25 times in the King James
Version of the Old Testament.

1. Twenty of those times refer to oil, specifically, anointing oil.
(Exodus 25:6; Exodus 29:7; Exodus 29:21; Exodus 30:25;
Exodus 30:31; Exodus 31:11; Exodus 35:8; Exodus 35:15;
Exodus 35:28; Exodus 37:29; Exodus 39:38; Exodus 40:9;
Leviticus 8:2; Leviticus 8:10; Leviticus 8:12; Leviticus 8:30;
Leviticus 10:7; Leviticus 21:10; Leviticus 21:12; Numbers
4:16.)

2. Four times the word “anointing” refers to the anointing of
Aaron and his sons. (Exodus 40:15; Leviticus 7:35 [2 times];
Numbers 18:8)

3. One time the word “anointing” refers to the yoke being
destroyed as a result of the anointing. (Isaiah 10:27)

4. These scriptures actually give us very little insight that will
help us understand anointing; therefore, we must continue
our study by looking at other scriptures.

B. The word “anoint” is used thirty times in the King James Version
of the Old Testament.
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1. Sixteen of those times refer to individuals being anointed.
(Exodus 28:41; Exodus 29:7; Exodus 30:30; Exodus 40:13;
Exodus 40:15 [2 times]; Leviticus 16:32; I Samuel 9:16;
I Samuel 15:1; I Samuel 16:3; I Samuel 16:12; I Kings 1:34;
I Kings 19:15; I Kings 19:16 [2 times]; Daniel 9:24)

2. Six times an object is the focus of anointing. (Exodus 29:36;
Exodus 30:26; Exodus 40:9; Exodus 40:10; Exodus 40:11;
Isaiah 21:5)

3. Six times “anoint” is used in the sense of putting oil upon
one's body. (Deuteronomy 28:40; Ruth 3:3; II Samuel 14:2;
Daniel 10:3; Amos 6:6; Micah 6:15)

4. Two times, “anoint” is used in a parable. (Judges 9:8; Judges
9:15)

5. These scriptures give us better insight into the meaning of
anointing.

a. Anointing people and objects served a particular purpose.

b. The anointing of a person or object set that person or
object apart for a definite purpose or use.

c. Old Testament anointing was actually an act of
dedication, consecration, and sanctification.

C. The word “anointed” is used eighty-six times in the King James
Version of the Old Testament.

1. Four times “anointed” refers to using anointing oil in a
sacrificial offering. (Exodus 29:2; Leviticus 2:4; Leviticus
7:12; Numbers 6:15)

2. Thirty-five times “anointed” refers to people being set apart.
(Exodus 29:29; Leviticus 4:3; Leviticus 4:5; Leviticus 4:16;
Leviticus 6:20; Leviticus 6:22; Leviticus 7:36; Leviticus
8:12; Numbers 3:3; Numbers 35:25; I Samuel 10:1; I Samuel
15:17; I Samuel 16:13; II Samuel 1:21; II Samuel 2:4;
II Samuel 2:7; II Samuel 3:39; II Samuel 5:3; II Samuel 5:17;
II Samuel 12:7; II Samuel 19:10; I Kings 1:39; I Kings 1:45;
I Kings 5:1; II Kings 9:3; II Kings 9:6; II Kings 9:12; II Kings
11:12; II Kings 23:30; I Chronicles 11:3; I Chronicles 14:8;
I Chronicles 29:22; II Chronicles 23:11; Psalm 89:20;
Psalm 92:10)
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3. Three times “anointed” refers to refreshing the body.
(II Samuel 12:20; II Chronicles 28:15; Ezekiel 16:9)

4. Two times “anointed” refers to a specific call or purpose.
(II Chronicles 22:7; Isaiah 61:1)

5. Thirty-four times “anointed” is used to identify God's choice.
(I Samuel 2:10; I Samuel 2:35; I Samuel 12:3; I Samuel
12:5; I Samuel 16:6; I Samuel 24:6 [2 times]; I Samuel
24:10; I Samuel 26:9; I Samuel 26:11; I Samuel 26:16;
I Samuel 26:23; II Samuel 1:14; II Samuel 1:16; II Samuel
19:21; II Samuel 22:51; II Samuel 23:1; I Chronicles 16:22;
II Chronicles 6:42; Psalm 2:2; Psalm 18:50; Psalm 20:6;
Psalm 28:8; Psalm 84:9; Psalm 89:38; Psalm 89:51; Psalm
105:15; Psalm 132:10; Psalm 132:17; Isaiah 45:1; Lamen-
tation 4:20; Ezekiel 28:14; Habakkuk 3:13; Zechariah
4:14)

6. Seven times “anointed” refers to a ceremonial ritual involv-
ing an object. (Leviticus 8:10; Leviticus 8:11; Numbers 7:1
[2 times]; Numbers 7:10; Numbers 7:84; Numbers 7:88)

7. One time “anointed” refers to the anointing of gladness
upon the Messiah. (Psalm 45:7)

8. These scriptures also give great insight into what anointing
really means.

a. We can see from many of these scriptures that anoint-
ing sets someone or some thing apart for a particular
service.

b. Also, we can see that those whom God sets apart for a
particular service are called God's “anointed.”

c. Refusing to obey God does not annul the anointing, but
it can and will affect inspiration, which comes by the
Spirit of God.

D. The word “anointedst” is used one time in the King James
Version of the Bible. (Genesis 31:13)

1. Jacob anointed a rock which previously served as a pillow.

2. Genesis 28:18 reveals how the rock was anointed and why
Jacob anointed it.
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E. The word “anointest” appears only one time in the King James
Version of the Bible. (Psalm 23:5)

1. This passage of scripture suggests a refreshing for the one
who was anointed.

2. Although a refreshing is suggested, we must realize that the
psalmist is speaking of something supernatural rather than
natural.

III. CONSECRATION AND SEPARATION THROUGH ANOINTING

A. Anointing with a special oil was the Old Testament procedure for
consecrating someone or some thing for a particular purpose.

B. Chosen men of God were recognized and set apart by pouring a
special anointing oil upon them.

1. The ingredients for the anointing oil are given in Exodus
30:22-25.

2. This anointing oil could not be used for any other purpose
than consecration and dedication. (Exodus 30:31-33)

C. The following men were anointed and set apart for a particular
service:

1. Aaron and his sons were anointed by Moses and set apart
as priests of God. No one outside of the family of Aaron was
allowed to function as High Priest or priest. (Exodus 29:4-
9, 29-30; Exodus 30:30)

2. The man who was to become the new High Priest was
anointed with the special anointing oil before functioning in
the position of High Priest. (Leviticus 21:10-15; Numbers
35:25)

3. Samuel, who was a descendant of Kohath, a son of Levi, was
instructed by God to anoint Saul to be king over Israel.
(I Samuel 9:16; I Samuel 10:1; I Samuel 15:1; I Samuel
15:17; I Chronicles 6:22-28)

4. Later Samuel was instructed by God to anoint David to be
king over Israel. (I Samuel 16:13)

a. The men of Judah anointed David to be their king.
(II Samuel 2:4,7)
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b. The elders of Israel anointed David to be their king.
(II Samuel 5:3,17; I Chronicles 11:3)

c. God anointed David to be king over Israel. (II Samuel
12:7)

5. Absalom was anointed to be king over Israel, but not by God.
(II Samuel 19:10)

6. Zadok and Nathan anointed Solomon to be king over Israel.
(I Kings 1:39, 45; I Chronicles 29:22)

7. Jehu was anointed to be king over Israel. (I Kings 19:16;
II Kings 9:1-6, 12; II Chronicles 22:7)

8. Joash was anointed to be king over Israel. (II Kings 11:12)

9. Johoahaz was anointed to be king over Judah. (II Kings
23:30)

10. Jehoiada anointed Joash to be king over Judah. (II Chronicles
23:11)

11. Hazael was anointed to be king over Syria. (I Kings 19:15)

12. Elisha was anointed to be a prophet of God. (I Kings 19:16)

D. Each of these examples confirms that anointing sets one apart
for a particular purpose.

IV. GOD'S ANOINTED

A. There are several scripture references which we need to
examine that speak of God's anointed.

1. King Saul was referred to as God's anointed. (I Samuel
11:15-12:5; I Samuel 24:6, 10; I Samuel 26:9-11, 16, 23;
II Samuel 1:14-16)

2. David was recognized as God's anointed. (II Samuel 19:21;
II Samuel 22:51; II Samuel 23:1; Psalm 18:50)

3. Isaiah 45:1 declares Cyrus, the Persian king, to be God's
anointed.

4. Solomon referred to himself as God's anointed. (II Chronicles
6:42)
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5. “Touch not Mine anointed” is a scriptural command from
God which refers to chosen men of God. (I Chronicles 16:22;
Psalm 105:15)

a. These scriptures specifically refer to the patriarchs
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

b. These scriptures appear to lay out a spiritual principle
that we would do well to follow—anyone set apart by
God for a particular purpose is sacred to God and should
be respected by people.

B. Each of the previously mentioned examples comes from the
same Hebrew word which has been translated as “anointed.”

1. The Hebrew word mashiyach (maw-shee'-akh) means
anointed. It usually refers to a consecrated person.

2. Consecrate means to set apart for a particular service or
use.

C. When we speak of God's anointed, we are referring to one who
has been chosen by God for a particular service.

D. It is imperative that we realize that man's anointing does not
always coincide with God's anointing.

1. Men sometimes anoint men for services to which God has
not called them. King David's sons Absalom and Adonijah
are examples of men who were anointed by men for
positions to which God did not call them.

2. Men do not always recognize God's anointed.

a. Ahab did not recognize Micaiah as God's anointed.

b. The religious leaders did not recognize Jesus as God's
Anointed.

V. OLD TESTAMENT ANOINTING CLEARLY DEFINED

A. By looking at the scriptural examples previously reviewed, we
can conclude that Old Testament anointing set someone or some
thing apart for a particular purpose.
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B. The setting apart did not endow one with special gifts; it gave one
a special assignment.

1. Separation consecrates one to service; it does not give one
the ability to serve.

2. Endowment must always precede or accompany separation.

3. Only God can endow an individual with gifts and abilities.
For this reason, we must be sensitive to the Spirit so that we
may be able to recognize those whom God desires to anoint
or has already anointed.

4. Separation must be initiated by the Spirit of God.

C. We conclude that Old Testament anointing was for the purpose
of separation, which is distinct from inspiration.

1. The anointing oil poured upon Saul must not be seen as
something that endowed Saul. It was an act that separated
Saul.

2. God's separation is consummated with inspiration.

3. Saul was inspired by God on several different occasions, but
as a result of Saul's disobedience, God removed His inspiration
(Spirit) from Saul. (I Samuel 10:6, 10-11; I Samuel 11:6;
I Samuel 16:14)

4. God never removed the anointing from Saul; however, Saul
was removed from the anointing through death.

5. Although God's gifts and call are irrevocable, His inspiration
is not.

D. Old Testament anointing was a physical act of pouring oil upon
an individual, demonstrating his separation for service.

E. What is the meaning of Isaiah 10:27, “...the yoke shall be
destroyed because of the anointing”?

1. The yoke refers to the Assyrian bondage which the Israelites
were under at the time of this prophecy.

2. The word “destroy” refers to the defeat and overthrow of
the Assyrians who had inflicted the bondage.
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3. Although anointing is defined in this passage as grease or
richness, it seems to refer to the setting apart of Judah by
God.

4. We often quote this passage of scripture when referring to
the inspiration of the Lord bringing supernatural deliverance;
however, that interpretation does not agree with the con-
text.

VI. NEW TESTAMENT ANOINTING

A. The word “anointing” is used only three times in the King James
Version of the New Testament. (James 5:14; I John 2:27 [2
times])

1. One time anointing is used in relation to pouring oil on a sick
person prior to praying the prayer of faith. (James 5:14)

2. The other two uses are in the same scripture reference; they
refer to the Holy Spirit. (I John 2:27)

B. The word “anoint” is used five times in the King James Version
of the New Testament. (Matthew 6:17; Mark 14:8; Mark 16:1;
Luke 7:46; Revelation 3:18)

1. Four times the word “anoint” is used in relation to putting
oil on the body. (Matthew 6:17; Mark 14:8; Mark 16:1; Luke
7:46)

2. One time “anoint” refers to putting salve on the eyes in a
metaphorical sense. (Revelation 3:18)

C. The word “anointed” is used twelve times in the King James
Version of the New Testament. (Mark 6:13; Luke 4:18; Luke
7:38; Luke 7:46; John 9:6; John 9:11; John 11:2; John 12:3;
Acts 4:27; Acts 10:38; II Corinthians 1:21; Hebrews 1:9)

1. Three times “anointed” is used in relation to healing. (Mark
6:13; John 9:6; John 9:11)

2. Four times “anointed” is used when referring to the
application of a substance to the body. (Luke 7:38; Luke
7:46; John 11:2; John 12:3)

3. Four times “anointed” refers to Jesus. (Luke 4:18; Acts
4:27; Acts 10:38; Hebrews 1:9)
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4. One time “anointed” is associated with Paul, Silvanus, and
Timotheus. (II Corinthians 1:21)

5. There are three Greek words that have been translated
“anointed” in the  King James Version of the New Testament.

a. The Greek word aleipho (al-i'-fo) means “to oil.”

b. The Greek word epichrio (ep-ee-khree'-o) means “to
smear over.”

c. The Greek word chrio (khree'-o) means “to smear or rub
with oil.” By implication, it means “to consecrate to an
office or service.”

6. The same Greek word translated as “anointed” is used in
the four references concerning Jesus and the one reference
concerning Paul.

a. The Greek word chrio (khree'-o) is used in these five
references.

b. Obviously, God did not pour oil upon Jesus and Paul;
therefore, it is imperative that we understand the
implication of “anointed.”

c. The implied definition  of chrio (khree'-o) is to consecrate
to an office or service.

d. Jesus said that the Spirit of the Lord was upon Him
because He (God) had anointed Him. (Luke 4:18)

e. Luke described Jesus's anointing, saying, “How God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and
with power...” (Acts 10:38)

f. Paul declared that he, Silvanus, and Timotheus were
anointed by God. (II Corinthians 1:21)

g. It should be obvious that God anointed the aforementioned
men by the Spirit, not with physical oil.

h. The anointing of Jesus, Paul, Silvanus, and Timotheus
was a consecration that set them apart to do the work
of the Lord.
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D. I believe it is safe to define New Testament anointing as
something applied to a person to set him apart for ministry.

1. According to Acts 10:38, that “something” with which Jesus
was anointed was the Holy Spirit and power.

2. In Acts 13:2, the Holy Spirit said, “Separate me Barnabas
and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.”

3. We can conclude that New Testament anointing is God, by
His Spirit, setting people apart for a particular work.

VII. DIVERSITY OF ANOINTINGS

A. Not everyone is anointed for the same purpose.

1. In the Old Testament, some were anointed to be kings; others
were anointed to be prophets.

2. There are many gifts in the Body of Christ, but they do not
all have the same function.

3. Ephesians 4:11 speaks of five different ministry gifts.

a. Each gift is a special anointing which separates an
individual to a particular type of ministry.

b. The anointing of an apostle will not be the same as that
of an evangelist; nor will the anointing of a prophet be
the same as that of a pastor.

c. We must not stereotype ministry.

(1) There was a “special” anointing upon Paul to work
miracles. (Acts 19:11)

(2) John the Baptist was a great prophet, but  unlike
Elijah and Elisha, he did not work miracles. (John
10:41)

4. When King Saul offered a burnt offering, which only the
priests were allowed to offer, he was sharply rebuked by the
prophet Samuel, and the kingdom was removed from his
family. (I Samuel 13:12-14)

5. When Uzziah went into the temple to burn incense, he was
struck with leprosy. (II Chronicles 26:16-21)
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B. Unless an individual is set apart by God for a particular service,
he should not enter into that service.

C. Let's take a brief look at the anointings of the fivefold ministry.
(Ephesians. 4:11)

1. These gifts are actually gifted people who have been given
to the Body of Christ to equip the “Body” for the work of the
ministry.

2. These gifts vary in purpose and presentation.

a. The apostle and prophet tend to be more abrasive than
the other gifts.

b. The evangelist tends to be more dramatic than the
teacher.

c. The pastor seems to be the more gentle gift.

d. The apostle is anointed to give vision and direction.

e. The prophet is anointed to set order, which often
involves warning and correcting.

f. The evangelist is anointed to proclaim.

g. The pastor is anointed to protect and feed.

h. The teacher is anointed to explain and train.

i. The apostolic and prophetic ministries are ordained to
be the foundation of the Church. (Ephesians 2:20)

VIII. WALKING IN YOUR ANOINTING

A. Many well-meaning Christians endeavor to do things that God
did not call them to do; consequently, they are neither anointed
nor inspired by God to do those things.

B. A person's anointing can be identified by his strengths and
abilities.

1. A person who has no musical inclination is not anointed in
music. For that person to pursue music is futile.
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2. Talent is supernatural ability or endowment, whether it be
music, administration, teaching, etc.

C. Separation and inspiration are vital to the Body of Christ.

D. If every member in the Body of Christ allowed God to set him or
her in his or her place, there would be no dislocated gifts. (I Co-
rinthians 12:18)

IX. SEPARATION AND INSPIRATION

A. Separation refers to what one is anointed to do.

B. Inspiration refers to the Spirit of God working through the
anointed one.

C. Generally, when we see an individual operate in a supernatural
way, we say he is truly anointed.

1. What we really mean is that the Spirit of God surely works
through him, or that he is truly inspired by God.

2. My objective is not to change terminology but to clarify and
distinguish between anointing and inspiration.

D. Jesus recognized inspiration coming as a result of separation.
(Luke 4:18)

1. “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me” refers to inspiration.

2. “Because he has anointed me” refers to separation.

3. When God anoints someone to do something, he or she can
go forth with confidence, knowing that the Spirit will enable
him or her to do what God has anointed him or her to do.

4. Inspiration comes because of separation.

X. THE ANOINTING

A. The anointing identifies both separation and inspiration.

1. Separation is the purpose for which one is anointed.

2. Inspiration is the supernatural ability experienced by the
person who has been separated.
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3. Inspiration produces supernatural results.

4. Anointing gives one the grace to accomplish the task.

B. The inspiration must never be confused with charisma.

1. Although charisma is defined as endowment, we must
understand that charisma and the Holy Spirit are not
synonymous.

2. Many gifted people can set an atmosphere of superficial
excitement and present it as inspiration.

3. Stimulating the emotions only does not produce lasting
results, but truth will sustain one after the feeling is gone.

4. Inspiration produces true revelation from God, either by a
message or an action that will potentially liberate.

C. Just as the Old Testament anointing oil was not to be duplicated
and used for personal use, so it is with the Holy Spirit.

1. We are not to use God's inspiration for our advantage; it is
given to benefit others.

2. God anoints and inspires people for His purpose and pleas-
ure.

D. The gospel of Jesus Christ is inspired because it has been set
apart for a particular purpose. (Romans 1:16)

1. The same inspiration that was upon Jesus in His earthly
ministry is upon the gospel message.

2. Because the gospel message is inspired, any believer who
declares it in faith can expect results.

3. The attention gained from inspiration should not be upon a
person; it should be upon the message delivered by the
person.

4. When the gospel of Jesus Christ is proclaimed, emphasis
should not be placed upon the man of God; it should be
placed upon the God of man.
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XI. THE PROTOCOL AND PROCEDURE OF ANOINTING

A. Purpose and development precede anointing. One must be
focused and properly equipped before separation.

B. Purpose is what God intends for one to do with his life. God has
a plan and purpose for everyone's life; however, not everyone,
realizes or achieves his purpose.

C. Purpose comes with potential, but potential must be developed.
God does not appoint novices to positions or ministries.

D. When Paul said that he was separated from his mother's womb,
he was referring to God's purpose for his life; however, he did
not pursue his purpose until he had a revelation of Jesus.
Although he did some preaching on his own, he was not com-
missioned by God until the Holy Spirit gave the command to
separate him for the work unto which he was called. (Galatians
1:15; Acts 13:1-4)

E. Prior to Paul's revelation of Jesus, he had been a diligent student
and adherent of the law of Moses. In his pursuit of knowledge,
he was being prepared for the work of the ministry. His
knowledge of the law gave him insight and understanding to
God's revelation of redemption. By knowing the type, he under-
stood the substance.

F. Before Paul was anointed and commissioned for ministry, he
was trained and equipped by God. During this time of training,
Paul received and developed the tools needed for his particular
ministry. He subjected himself to God rather than consulting
with men. (Galatians 1:15-20)

G. Paul was born with purpose, but he was not commissioned by God
to fulfill his purpose until he was focused and properly equipped.

H. The act of anointing must be initiated by God. If God does not
inspire the anointing, the setting apart is natural, not spiritual.

I. The Old Testament anointing oil was made of special ingredients
that could not be duplicated or used for natural purposes; it was
a special oil used exclusively for setting apart.

1. God has ordained that something special be used to set one
apart.
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2. The Holy Spirit is the “something special” God uses in New
Testament anointing.

J. Jesus was set apart by the Holy Spirit and power. (Acts 10:38)

K. One who is set apart by God has an inherent motivation to fulfill
God's purpose for his/her life.

L. One must be endowed for service before he is anointed to serve.
Developed potential leads to commissioning.

M. Equipping precedes sending. Potential is possibility, not reality.

N. The procedure for anointing begins with God's call; one who does
not respond to God's call will not be commissioned.

O. One who responds to God's call must first be trained and
equipped before he/she is ready to serve in the capacity God has
purposed.

P. Once the training and equipping are accomplished, the timing of
God must be followed. When the time is right, God will initiate the
commission.

Q. The application of the special oil or the separation by the Holy
Spirit is called anointing.

R. One who is anointed is separated, dedicated, and consecrated for
the service of the Lord. He/she is separated for a particular
purpose and dedicated or devoted to that purpose. The one who
is separated is recognized as consecrated.

S. When a demand is placed upon the separated gift to operate
supernaturally, inspiration comes.

XII. TERMINOLOGY OF ANOINTING

A. Anointing is the act performed when setting someone or some
thing apart.

B. Separation is what occurs when one is set apart. The anointed
one is separated from the masses to do a particular work.

C. Setting apart reveals God's selection.
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D. Endowment refers to the gifts and abilities of the one who is set
apart. These gifts and abilities must be developed to maturity.

E. Inspiration is what stimulates one to act.

1. Without inspiration from God, one does not have the right
or privilege to set someone or some thing apart for God.

2. Inspiration is also manifested when a demand is placed on
the anointed gift.

F. Consecration is declaring someone or some thing to be set apart
as sacred.

G. Dedication is a setting apart for a particular service.

H. Sanctify refers to setting apart for sacred use.

I. Holy refers to that which is set apart for religious or spiritual
service. When someone or some thing is set apart and declared
to be sacred, it is holy.

J. Sacred refers to exclusive dedication or devotion to a particular
purpose.

K. Although different words are used when referring to anointing,
the concept of anointing is revealed in each of these words:
consecration, dedication, sanctify, holy, and sacred.

XIII. SUMMARY

A. Generally speaking, to anoint means to smear or to rub oil or
grease on something or someone.

B. The person or object that is anointed is separated for a particular
service.

C. Men in the Bible have been anointed as priests, kings, prophets,
apostles, etc.

D. Old Testament anointing was accomplished with oil.

E. New Testament anointing is accomplished by the Holy Spirit.

F. There are various anointings and intensities of inspiration.
(Ephesians 4:11; Acts 19:11)
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G. Only God can effectively anoint and set apart for His service.

H. We must walk in the area of anointing for which God has set us
apart.

I. Our separation is enhanced by inspiration.

J. Anointing refers to separation.

K. Inspiration refers to supernatural ability.

L. Inspiration comes as a result of anointing.

M. The gospel of Jesus is always inspirational because it is anointed.

XIV. CONCLUSION

A. God has ordained the Holy Spirit to be the agent Who anoints.
He may operate through people, but we must realize that people
anointing people without the inspiration of the Holy Spirit is
futile.

B. It is the Holy Spirit Who sets people apart for God's service. (Acts
13.2)

C. God, by His Spirit, equips people with gifts and power to fulfill
their anointing.

1. Gifts and power vary in individuals.

2. Phillip, the evangelist, got people saved and healed.

3. Peter and John got those same people baptized in the Holy
Spirit.

4. Paul worked special miracles.

5. Peter's shadow healed sick people.

D. God's gifts and call are irrevocable, but His inspiration is not.
(Romans 11:29: I Samuel 16:14)

E. Churches throughout the world desperately need anointed gifts
operating through divine inspiration.

F. Preparation and training precede separation and inspiration.
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G. Purpose is the goal God has set for an individual's life; it is up
to the individual to pursue and fulfill purpose.

H. When purpose is diligently pursued, anointing is inevitable.

I. One who is anointed is responsible for acting as a representative
for God.


